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Pustic Law 601, 79TH Coneress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress (1946), chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Rute X 


SEC. 121, STANDING COMMITTEES 


* * * * * . * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
Route XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make, from time to time, investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any neces- 
sary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 

v 





RULES ADOPTED BY THE 84TH CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 5, 1955 
* * = 


Rute X 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress : 
. * © * cm + * 

(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
* » * a ” > * 


Route XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make, from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any neces- 
sary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance of 
such witnesses, and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and to 
take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under the 
signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM (REVOLT IN THE 
SATELLITES) 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1956 


Unrrep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON UNAMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D.C. 
Starr CoNsuULTATIONS 


The following consultations by the staff of the Committee on Un- 
American Activities occurred at 10 a. m., Monday, October 29, 1956, 
in room 226, House Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Staff members present: Richard Arens, director of the Committee 
on Un-American Activities; William F. Heimlich, consultant ; Court- 
ney E. Owens, investigator ; and Richard S. Weil, staff member. 

Also present : Mr. Kuzniar, notary public. 

Mr. Kuzniar. Will you stand and raise your right hand, please? 

Do you solemnly swear in this interview to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Dr. Karsxt. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF DR. JAN KARSKI, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, 
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. Arens. The Committee on Un-American Activities recently 
inaugurated a series of hearings on international communism. These 
hearings are designed to acquaint the American people with the facts 
on international communism because it has long been the conviction 
of the committee that the tenacle of the international Communist con- 
spiracy which operates within the United States is only one operation 
of a worldwide conspiracy. In order to adequately appraise 
what is going on in the worldwide conspiracy we must, of necessity, 
learn what goes on beyond the borders of this Nation. 

At the direction of the chairman of the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, we have invited to appear at staff consultations a 
number of persons who are in a position, because of their back- 
ground or specialized training, to give to the committee, via the staff, 
an analysis of the facts currently being developed behind the Tron 
Curtain, particularly in Hungary, Poland, perhaps in Rumania, 
and to give those facts their interpretation. 

Dr. Jan Karski will inaugurate this series of staff consultations. 

Dr. Karski, would you kindly identify yourself by residence, occu- 
pation, and a word of your background ? 
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Dr. Karsx1. My name is Jan Karski, assistant professor, George- 
town University, residence 4000 Cathedral Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

Mr. Arens. If you please, Doctor, give us a word of your per- 
sonal background and experience. 

Dr. Karsx1. During the war, I served in the Polish underground 
movement as a courier between the underground authorities and the 
Polish and Allied Governments abroad. In this capacity I made 
several secret trips between France, Great Britain, and Poland. In 
1943 I was sent to the United States, where I reported to President 
Roosevelt on the underground movement. 

Then I published a book on my war experiences, Story of a Secret 
State, and established myself in this country. I acquired citizenship 
in 1954. 

Mr. Arens. May I ask you, Doctor, what is the field in which you 
teach ? 

Dr. Karsxr. Communism and the Soviet methods of conquest in the 
Eastern European area. Last year the Department of State sent me 
to eight countries in Asia to lecture, among other subjects, on com- 
munism and life in the United States. 

Mr. Arens. Doctor, in view of the background which you have re- 
lated, I should like to ask you, at your own pace and in your own way, 
to give the committee your analysis of the events which are currently 
transpiring, especially in Poland; and, if you are disposed to do so, 
and feel that you are qualified to do so, you may likewise give us your 
analysis with reference to other Iron Curtain countries adjoining 
Poland. 

Dr. Karsxt. Thank you very much. Would you allow me to make 
a short statement? 

Mr. Arens. Surely. . 

Dr. Karsxt. I appreciate very much that you called me here. I am 
sure that many people share my opinion that you are doing a very, 
very good work here. I have only one objection, I think your publi- 
cations are not widely enough known. 

Could you make arrangements to have them sold, for instance, 
in such areas as New York and others, since there is no possibility 
to buy them? I have many friends who complain about it. 

Mr. Arens. I take it you are referring to such publications of the 
committee as our recent two-volume Soviet Total War, as well as our 
reports and hearings? 

Dr. Karsxi. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. First of all, we are delighted to have that impression 
by yourself as an authority in this field. 

Secondly, we anticipate that when the new Congress convenes, we 
will be able to procedure a sizeable quantity of reprints of certain of 
these works for more general distribution. But in the meantime, I 
am advised that most of the works of the committee are available via 
the Government Printing Office for a price which is relatively incon- 
sequential. 

Now, if you will kindly proceed, Doctor. 

Dr. Karsxi. As far as I understand the present situation behind 
the Iron Curtain is an indirect result of the new Soviet strategy, 
strategy which was conceived and planned in Moscow. This strategy 
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consists of three points: First, down-grading of Stalin; second, liber- 
alization of the Soviet methods, and third, apparent independence of 
the so-called satellite countries. 

Now, what was not expected, either by Moscow or by the satellite 
Communist leaders, is that this strategy got out of hand. The masses 
seized the opportunity to demand genuine freedom. As a result 
we have the present unrest, particularly in Poland and in Hungary. 

I have no doubt that both Polish and Hungarian Communist 
leaders, although they want some kind of party independence from 
Moscow for Seonal, security, nevertheless want to maintain the 
unity of the Soviet bloc. 

Of course, they want the masses to identify them with anti-Soviet 
or anti-Russian trends since the masses feel this way and this is the 
way to remain in power. Nagy and Gomulka were victims of Stalin’s 
purges and they don’t want to depend entirely on personal moods of 
the Soviet leaders. 

Mr. Arens. Doctor, on the basis of your research and study and 
contact with underground leaders in Poland, are you in a position 
to estimate the sentiment of the rank and file toward the policy of the 
Soviet Communist regime? 

Dr. Karsx1. There is no doubt that they are very anti-Soviet and 
anti-Russian and probably they divide their struggle for freedom 
into two stages. They think this way: “First, let us get the Soviets 
out of here and let Gomulka do the job. Once the Russians will get 
out of Poland it will be easy for us to get rid of Gomulka’s regime, 
too. 

The Poles have received such a beating in the last 15 years that, I 
imagine, they are very practical today and very realistic. 

Hungarians, who did not have underground experience like 
Poland’s see the issues more straightward and pronounce themselves 
violently against both the Nagy Communist regime and against the 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Hermuicu. Mr. Karski, the antipathy of the Polish people for 
Russia has a historic background ? 

Dr. Karsxi. Very much so. For 150 years Russia oppressed 
Poland. 

Mr. Hermuicn. Since the Treaty of Warsaw in 1945, the Polish 
state has been permitted to have a so-called Peoples Army ? 

Dr. Karsx1. Yes. 

Mr. Hermuicu. Has that army been integrated into the forces of 
the U.S. S. R.? 

Dr. Karsxr. Absolutely, particularly higher officers, political 
officers, military schools, and indoctrination has been controlled or 
manned by the Soviet officers. 

Mr. Hemuicn. Has this extended to the internal secret police 
system ? 

Dr. Karsx1. No doubt about it. This we know from very, very 
many sources. 

Mr. Hermuicu. This being true, there has also been an effort made 
to indoctrinate the youth of Poland, to train them ? 

Dr. Karsxt. Yes. 

Mr. Hermuicu. Similarly to East Germany ? 

Dr. Karsxr. Yes. 


86823—57——2 
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Mr. Hermuicu. That being true, what is the basis of this sudden 
revolt against the controlling power? Has it come from the middle 
class, has it come from youth groups, the intelligentsia, has it a re- 
ligious basis, or is it a spontaneous movement that encompasses all of 
the people? 

Dr. Karsx1. I think it is a combination of all factors, plus the new 
Soviet strategy, which proved to be dangerous for Moscow. 

Once de-Stalinization, liberalization, and apparent independence 
were introduced, the masses stepped in and demanded a full freedom. 
What was supposed to be only an affair between the Polish and Soviet 
Communist Sets to deceive the masses and the Western World, 
became suddenly a popular revolt. Particularly the youth and the 
workers combined their forces and pronounced themselves in the 
streets. 

Mr. Hermuicu. Approximately half of your country was incorpo- 
rated into the Soviet Union during the time of the Hitler-Stalin pact? 

Dr. Karsxt. Half of the territory and one-third of the population. 

Mr. Heimuicu. Did that territory include more agrarian than in- 
dustrial areas ¢ 

Dr. Karsx1. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hetmuicu. Has the result been a lessening of the standard 
of living in Poland since 1939 or since 1945? 

Dr. Karsxr. The answer here cannot be straight yes or no. From 

urely industrial point of view Poland is stronger today than it was 

fore the Second World War. However, the masses do not profit 
from it. The standard of living today in Poland is much lower, no 
doubt about it, much lower than it was before the war. The state as 
such, however, is stronger industrially, and particularly militarily. 
A great percentage of the national income goes for military war 
purposes. 

Mr. Hermutcu. How much of the Soviet force, that is, actual Soviet 
troops, has been maintained in Poland ¢ 

Dr. Karsx1. I am in no position to know exact figures. We specu- 
late that around 7 divisions, in addition to around 500,000 to 600,000 
Polish military forces. 

Mr. Hermuicu. These Soviet troops are also quartered and fed at 
Polish expense; are they not? 

Dr. Karskri. Yes. The Soviets maintain that they are for Poland’s 
security, for preserving Poland’s freedom and independence from 
“capitalistic invaders.” 

r. Hemuicn. Have these troops been used to suppress the present 
riots in Poland ? 

Dr. Karsxr. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What course do you anticipate events will take in Po- 
land in the course of the next several months? 

Dr. Karsxt. Both Soviet and Polish Communist leadership 
will try to exploit the situation, deceiving the masses in Poland as 
well as the outside world public opinion. They will say: “There is 
freedom. We released the cardinal. There is no more dependence 
on the Soviet Union. There is no more terror.” They will try to 
lull the West into a complacency and false sense of security. "The 


same will apply to such neutral countries as India, Ceylon, Burma, 
and so forth. 








INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM 5 





At the same time, whatever regime will emerge, it will try to liqui- 
date the enemies of communism and of the Soviet Union, and to con- 
tinue basically the same system. Probably the local Communist Party 
leaders will have a little more personal security from Moscow. 

Mr. Arens. Is there a chance that the revolt in Poland and Hungary 
could succeed in the course of the next several months? srt 

Dr. Karsxr. As the situation is now, I don’t see great possibility 
of this. 

Mr. ArEns. Do the events which have recently taken place in Poland 
and are now taking place augur well or ill for the West? 

Dr. Karsx1. What has happened recently both in Poland and 
Hungary is very, very good for us. First, it proves that the Soviet 
Union is a colonial power, second, it may open the eyes of many coun- 
tries, of millions of people all over the world as to the true nature of 
communism. It also shows that opposition to the Soviet Union is 

ossible and can assume such proportions as it did in Hungary and 
oland. Third, once the spirit of freedom had been aroused, probably 
it will grow. 

Mr. Arens. On the basis of your background and experience, Doc- 
tor, do you have any suggestions to make as to how the West could best 
take advantage of the facts which have recently transpired and are 
transpiring in Poland? 

Dr. Karsxt. For me it would be easier to speak ebout dangers which 
we face. The first danger is complacency, which I have observed 
here in Washington in some circles in the last several days, even among 
refugees. 

Mr. Arens. Elaborate on that, please, sir. 

Dr. Karsxt. Some people say this: “Everything is going fine behind 
the Iron Curtain and we don’t need do very much. Let us keep quiet. 
They are becoming free. The new government is not as com- 
munistic as it was Catone. There is more freedom. Let us not get 
ee Communism is mellowing down, is withering away peace- 

ully. 

Mr. Arens. You are not saying that as a fact, you are saying that is 
a state of mind that you sense here in this country; is that correct? 

Dr. Karsxt. Yes, which we should not allow to spread since it would 
be a very dangerous thing on our part. This is exactly what they 
want us to feel. 

The second danger is being taken in by appearances behind the 
Tron Curtain. Nagy, as well as Gomulka and Khrushchev, do 
their best to create the appearances that there is more freedom. We 
should be absolutely sure that this is true before giving them any 
credence. 

Mr. Arens. How can we be sure? 

Dr. Karsxr. The only way I see would be to send some sort of 
international neutral commission to those countries. The United 
Nations should do it. It should introduce such a motion. Let them 
go to Poland and Hungary and let them observe. Let them stay 
there until new, really free elections will take place. Let them ob- 
serve and report. Is there only one political party which is in power? 
Are elections free? Are there arrests or persecutions? 

Let them visit not only the capital, but also small towns and vil- 
lages and report all the time to the free world. Unless we have this 
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kind of check, these Gomulkas and Nagys will simply cheat us with 
appearances of more freedom. 

Mr. Hemrmicu. You mentioned a moment ago that the Soviet had 
maintained control over the higher commands in the military forces. 
Do you believe that Gomulka or the present leaders of Hungary will 
be able to change that to get the policy control of their own military 
forces ¢ 

Dr. Karsx1. I think that tactically they want to have their own 
Polish control over the military forces. I have not the slightest 
doubt, however, that on a larger scale, strategically they want the 
Polish Army to be within the Soviet bloc. Gomulka was a Com- 
munist or a Soviet agent most of his life. He is a fanatical Com- 
munist and he realizes that Poland, truly independent, Poland, sepa- 
rated from the Soviet Union completely, would get rid of communism 
and of himself as well. 

Gomulka publicly at several meetings in the last few days appealed 
to the Polish public to maintain the union with the Soviet Union, 
to consider it as an ally. Polish Communists still want to maintain 
the powerful Communist bloc, although, having experience with 
Stalin’s purges, the local Communist leaders want to have more inde- 
pendence and more personal security within their own political 
parties. 

Mr. Hemuicn. Do you think it is possible that there may be dis- 
cussion of the readjustment of the Polish administrative area of 
Eastern Germany ¢ 

Dr. Karsxr. I imagine this is a proverbial sword of Damocles 
which is hanging over the Polish Communist leadership. I have no 
doubt that probably the Soviet leaders, if things do not go well, will 
use it as a powerful argument : “You better keep quiet or we reconsider 
our stand on Poland’s western frontiers.” 

Mr. Hermuicu. Conversely, they certainly will not be prepared to 
discuss the return of any of the Polish state which was annexed into 
the Soviet Union in 1939 and 1945. 

Dr. Karsx1. You mean Polish eastern territories ¢ 

Mr. Hermuicn. Yes. 

Dr. Karsx1. No, the Soviet Union considers Polish eastern bound- 
aries as a closed matter. 

Mr. Owens. Doctor, do you believe that Gomulka and his follow- 
ers have a sincere fear of the NATO organization? In other words, 
do they concur in the Soviet policy regarding NATO, that it is a real 
threat to their security ? 

Dr. Karsxr. This is, of course, a pure speculation. As far as I 
understand the Communist mind, it is not so much a fear. Both 
Gomulka and Khrushchev think rather in terms of conquest, of spread- 
ing communism. NATO to them is not so much a threat as it is a 
barrier to the Soviet bloc. NATO is one of those powerful bastions 
led by the Americans, which does not allow them to impose com- 
munism on other countries. 

Mr. Owens. You stated a minute ago that Gomulka was a smart 
man in that he realized that his greatest protection was to remain a 
member of the Soviet bloc on his terms, so to speak. 

di 7 NING that statement, does he have a fear of the West of any 
cin 

I know it’s speculation, but I would like to have your opinion. 
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Dr. Karsxr. Yes; he is afraid that the democratic ideas which are 
coming from the West will weaken his grip over Polish public opinion. 

Of this, of course, he is most probably much afraid, and this is one 
of the reasons for which he will want to maintain unity within the 
Soviet bloc. He knows that alone completely, he will risk his power. 

Mr. Arens. Will Gomulka’s regime, if it succeeds in maintaining 
power, be part of the international conspiratorial network of the 
Communists in attempting to subvert the West ? 

Dr. Karsxr. Absolutely, although again he will insist, I have no 
doubt sincerely, on greater freedom, personal freedom, of the Polish 
Communist leaders. 

Mr. Arens. Are you personally conversant with the background of 
Gomulka and the others of his official family ? 

Dr. Karsxr. Gomulka; very much so. 

Mr. Arens. Give us a word about the background. 

Dr. Karsxi. Gomulka was a Polish Communist. Today he is 
around 50 to 55 years of age. He was a Polish Communist for many 
years before the war. He was in jail before the war. He was re- 
leased at the outbreak of the war. He withdrew with the Soviet 
armies to the East. 

He found himself in 1939, in October, in Lwow area, stayed there for 
several months, and then, without authorization of the Soviet Govern- 
ment, a fact which Stalin never forgave him, he went back to Poland 
under the Nazi occupation and entered a Communist anti-Nazi under- 
ground movement. That was at the time when Nazis and Soviets were 
strictly collaborating. This was his first great crime in the name, I 
would say, of national communism. From that moment he stayed 
in the Polish Communist underground movement until 1944. 

In 1944, he was elected secretary general of the Communist Party, 
apparently against the wish of Stalin. He was popular, however, 
with the Polish Communists. 

Mr. Arens. He had charge of the forcible ousting, expulsion, of the 
German minority nationality groups in Poland; did he not? 

Dr. Karsxt. One of his first governmental jobs after the govern- 
ment of national unity was formed, was the minister of so-called re- 
covered territories. Over there, he carried on the expulsion of Ger- 
mans and establishing around 6 million Poles. 

Mr. Arens. You have spoken, Doctor, of what you regarded as the 
dangers to the West of this series of events, possibly misinterpreta- 
tions. 

Could you express yourself as to how you feel the West could take 
advantage of the situation, capitalize upon it? 

Dr. Karsxt. I am very glad, sir, you asked me this question. 

First of all, we should do everything we can through our radio, 
press, probably leaflets, to make it clear that Americans are together 
with the Polish people, and not with the Polish Government, present 
Communist government. We should make it clear that we sympa- 
thize with the ambitions of the Polish people and that we want to help 
the Polish people. 

Now, in the present situation there is no other way of helping eco- 
nomically the Polish people, but only through the government in 
Poland. This we denslisiicens strongly when we give that help. We 
should also insist on sending to Poland an international commission. 
Let them observe and let them report what is really happening there, 
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since otherwise we risk to be taken in by the Communist strategy. 
Let them report on general elections to take place in January 1957. 

Mr. Hermuicu. How popular is Gomulka? . 

Dr. Karsxi. Apparently, I say apparently, he is now popular in 
Poland. The Polish masses figure this way: First, let the Soviet 
troops leave Poland. Then once we are here alone with the Com- 
munist govrenment, we will enter the second stage and we will try 
to overthrow that government. 

So now Gomulka’s job, so far as the masses are concerned, is to get 
the Soviet troops from Poland. | 

Mr. Hermuicn. After all these years, Dr. Karski, how much 
strength does the Communist group have in Poland; that is, the na- 
tional Communists and the international Communists both? 

Dr. Karsxr. Recent events point out that in some respects com- 
munism is weaker than we thought. After all, it would be difficult to 
believe 3 months ago that it was possible to stage such large demon- 
strations or to do what is being done in Hungary. All this is rather 
unexpected, I am sure; unexpected by us, as well as by Khrushchev, 
Nagy, and Gomulka themselves. 

Mr. Hermuicu. Would it appear to you, then, that the Communists 
are still maintaining themselves by force of arms, by fear; that the 
secret police and the military organizations and the paramilitary 
organizations actually maintain control while the large body of people 
are relatively helpless? 

Dr. Karsxi. Very much so. Above all, the Soviet police system, 
which is not only strictly police—it involves informers, observers, all 
those strategems which are completely unknown to our way of living. 

Mr. Wei. You mentioned that the regime of Gaewutles, despite 
the rebellion in the last few weeks, would still try to maintain its soli- 
darity with the Soviet bloc. 

There has been quite a bit of speculation here there may develop 
in Poland now the species of communism commonly known as inde- 
pendent Communist regime which weet be an ally of the west. 

Do you think there is a possibility of the Gomulka regime develop- 
ing along those lines, or do you think it will still be firmly committed 
to the Soviet Union ? 

Dr. Karsxt. I believe that the so-called Titoism is their goal, but 
they regard Titoism probably a little differently than we do. 

I have no doubt that Tito wants to maintain the Soviet bloc unity 
as much as Khrushchev. Tito is, and wants to be, within the Soviet 
bloc. True, he obtained personal security of the Yugoslavian Com- 
munist leadership from Moscow, and this must seem attractive to other 
aon leaders. This does not mean, however, that he is with the 

est. 

Let us not forget that Tito made a tremendously good business on 
his “independent” policy. He received from the United States $1 bil- 
lion after 1948 and $400 million between 1944 and 1948. This, to- 
gether, represents 30 years of the prewar national budget. To receive 
30 years of prewar national budget from the capitalist world in the 
a of 12 years, well, you must be a very, very adroit diplomat. 

have no doubt that many, even anti-Communist Yugoslavs, are 

rateful and full of appreciation of Tito, although he maintains the 
ommunist regime in Yugoslavia. This, too, must be attractive to 
other Communist leaders. 








INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM 9 


To summarize my views: we should try to detach from the Soviet 
Union as many Communist-controlled countries as possible. Let us 
not exaggerate, however, the advantages to the West of the so-called 
Titoism, because it presents for us also serious disadvantages. It 
gives a strong argument to the Communist Parties all over the world. 

Recently I visited several countries in Asia. In every country the 
Communists maintain that they are independent from Moscow, that 
they are “national Communists,” patriots, “Titoists.” The American 
Communist Party, by the way, takes the same position. The Daily 
Workers wrote just a couple of days ago: 

“Those Fascists of the House Un-American Activities Committee, 
they say we are under Moscow. No; we are independent from 
Moscow—” 

Mr. Wer. Do you think, though, that we should give them eco- 
nomic aid, or even eventually military aid, as we did Yugoslavia, 
before they develop along this independence path? 

Dr. Karsxr. I am a teacher, not a statesman. For me, it is very 
difficult to engage in speculations, as to what statesmen should do. 
This is beyond my field. 

However, I will say this: Much depends on what do we want. Do 
we want only security from the Soviet bloc, or are we against the 
Communist system of government? Do we want masses behind the 
Tron Curtain to liberate us from the Soviet danger through separa- 
tion from the Soviet Union, or do you really want them to be free from 
the Communists ? 

Mr. Owens. Doctor, you have stated that Gomulka, to your know!l- 
edge, has been a Communist of many years standing; is that correct? 

Dr. Karsxr. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Owens. I should like to ask you what role, if any, would the 
Catholic Church play from here on with regard to the masses buying 
the Gomulka scheme? 

Dr. Karsxr. Very, very important role. 

As far as the outside world is concerned, the Communist argument 
all over the world, particularly as far as the Americans of Polish 
descent, will be, “Don’t be crazy. There is freedom in Poland. Car- 
_ dinal Wyszynski has been released. Church is completely free. No 
more Communist oppression, and so forth. 

As far as Poland is concerned, very much will depend on the 
integrity of the Cardinal. We cannot doubt that he will agree to 
carry on his activities only when he is absolutely sure that the church 
2 free, otherwise he will make public statements, “The church is not 

ree. 

They want to give him freedom and at the same time hold the 
pressure on the Polish public opinion and to restrain the church not 
to return properties to the church, not to return organizational power 
of the church, but just have him as a symbol that everything is all 
right in Poland. 

This is one of the causes why we should have some objective infor- 
mation from Poland. Even the priests and the bishops are not always 
well informed about repressions of Catholic Polish public opinion. 

Mr. Owens. Would you say, however, that for public consumption, 
the church is now free 

Dr. Karsxt. For the public consumption of the free world, oh yes. 
This will be the big Communist argument. 
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Mr. Owens. Has that been a big innovation ? 

Dr. Karsxt. I have no doubt that the article in the Daily Worker 
will be in that sense. 

Mr. Owens. Is this correct that this type of maneuver by the 
Gomulka people will serve to ingratiate themselves with the general 
uninformed masses of the church ? 

Dr. Karsx1. Very much so. 

Altogether, undoubtedly they are in difficulties. Gomulka wants 
to have a certain kind of independence from the Soviet Union. The 
masses identify him, however, with total independence from the 
—_ Union, and Gomulka is the most embarrassed man today in 
Poland. 

He wants to be with the Soviet Union. The masses think he does 
not want to be. He must appease the masses otherwise they will kick 
him out of office. At the same time he must maintain a strong stand 
with Khrushchev because he doesn’t want to depend on Khrushchev as 
much as he did on Stalin. He doesn’t want to stay in jail 7 years 
because Khrushchev got out of bed with his left leg stiff. 

Having such tremendous difficulties the Communists, being real- 
istic as they are, will try to get as much advantage as they can. They 
will spread propaganda in the free world: “There is freedom, there 
is democracy. Don’t do anything. Communism is gone. Everything 
is all right.” 

Mr. Wei. If the Soviet empire seems now to be breaking up, and 
fractionalizing itself into individual components which only have an 
alliance with the Soviet Union, what then today constitutes the real 
source of danger of communism ¢ 

Dr. Karsxr. Our complacency and passiveness. If we don’t do any- 
thing, it will mean naturally greater infiltration of Communist agents, 
of the Communist Party, Communist propaganda, and so forth, and 
greater isolation of the United States in the international field. 

The Communists will ask all over the world: “Why, those Amer- 
icans need bases in foreign countries? What those Americans want in 
Great Britain and France, and so forth? There is no danger from 
the Soviet bloc. Why have such a great military budget in the United 
States? This is provocative, 60 percent for the Army. Why, those 
NATO’s, SEATO’s? American capitalists want to provoke a war.” 

Meanwhile, they will continue all over the world the infiltration 
while the Soviet Union will continue armaments and will support any 
kind of divergencies in the free world. 

Mr. Arens. A little while ago you pointed out each of two issues, 
as I gathered from your testimony along this line. 

Issue 1 was a question of the military security of our country, which 
could be perhaps, temporarily at least, made reasonably secure by 
supeert of the Gomulka regime in order to woo it away from the 

oviet. 

Issue 2, as you defined it, so interpreted it, was the issue of our 
overall desire to eliminate international communism from the face 
of the world. 

Dr. Karsxr. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Which of the two, in your judgment, is paramount at 
the present time? 

Dr. Karsxr. Well, the more important, I would say, for the time 
being is the second, since apparently the masses within the Soviet 
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bloc, at least in Poland and Hungary, anyway are trying to separate 
themselves from the Soviet bloc. So there are cracks within the Soviet 
bloc. 

Mr. Arens. Will the ascendancy of the Gomulka regime lessen the 
threat to the free world from subversion, espionage, sabotage, ideolog- 
ical warfare which is being waged by international communism { 

Dr. Karsxi. This is my point: No. This will continue even to a 
greater extent than before, although danger of an immediate war, an 
overall war—— 

Mr. Arens. You mean military war! 

Dr. Karsxr. Yes; military war is lesser than before. 

Mr. Arens. Is there any doubt in your mind that the Soviet Union 
and their satellites are now engaged in a war with the United States 
of America, even though there may not be troops clashing / 

Dr. Karskt. From the Communist point of view, they are in war 
with us, beginning with 1917. This is a continuous war. 

Mr, Arens. What is the nature of the war in which they are engaged 
with us? 

We now know that the troops are not clashing. 

Dr. Karsxt. It is a war carried on by subversion, propaganda, 
weakening morale, and so forth. 

Mr. Arens. How could they say that, Doctor, when the papers have 
carried the articles to the effect that Soviet troops or troops under the 
discipline of the Soviet Union are now shooting down people in the 
streets of Budapest and Warsaw ? 

Dr. Karsk1. This was difficult at the time the troops were there, 
so probably now they will do their best to say, “But we ceded. Polish 
masses did not like us and we withdrew. Polish masses wanted Cardi- 
nal Wyszynski and Gomulka government and they have Gomulka 
government and the cardinal is free.” 

I would expect that in the future Polish elections, which supposedly 
will take place in January, probably there will be more than one 
political party which will go to the elections. It isn’t difficult to 
ongenien’ at. 

ithin the governmental bloc they have five political groups. 
They will assign certain Communists with not so apparent pro-Soviet 
records. They will say, “From today you will represent the Polish 
Peasant Party and you, the Polish Democratic Party. All candi- 
dates will be selected by the central Communist apparatus and the 
Poles will have the choice of choosing between one Communist agent 
and another Communist agent, and so forth. Every one of them will 
go as a member of a different political party. Certainly they will try 
to do this; naturally, it is not sure if it will work. The trick worked, 
however, in the years 1945-47. 

cae Arens. Do you have any other comments you would like to 
make 

Dr. Karsxr. Yes. I would like very much to stress that, as an 
overall picture, what is happening behind the Iron Curtain is very en- 
couraging. There are certain voices in the United States which state 
that there is a finality in what took place behind the Iron Curtain 
after the Second World War. Well, those thousands of people who 
die, who are struggling, fighting, prove that this is false. There is 
no finality. They want to be free. 


86823—57——3 
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Secondly, it is encouraging because there cannot be any doubt that 
the majority of the people are against Communist oppression. 

Third, there is no doubt that the Soviet Union wants to control the 
area, was controlling the area militarily, politically, and economically, 
and the masses hated it. 

Fourth, from what we read in the press and hear in the Congress, 
regardless of political issues, there cannot be any doubt that the 
American people want them to be free. 

Mr. Arens. As a student of international communism, would you 
be disposed to express yourself as to whether we are winning or losing 
the cold war? 

Dr. Karskt. The recent events of 2 weeks prove that there are ve 
powerful forces behind the Iron Curtain which are willing to ri 
everything in order to fight communism and the Soviet Union. 

Now, are those forces, if left alone, stronger than the Soviet Union ? 

This I doubt, which means that if we do not help them, communism 
will still maintain itself in power. But the fact that those forces 
came out is of great advantage to us. 

Mr. Arens. Doctor, as you recited a little earlier, you have been 
in various areas of the world, at the behest of the agencies of our 
Government, in consultation with persons whom I assume are likewise 
conversant, as you are, with the situation pertaining to the inter- 
national Communist conspiracy in various place of the world. 

What is your overall appraisal of the posture of international com- 
munism as opposed to the posture of position or strength of the 
West? Are we winning or are we losing ‘ 

Dr. Karskt. The last events will strengthen us undoubtedly, since 
the world public opinion, particularly in Asia, will understand, I 


hope, that the Soviet Union is simply a colonial power ruling those 
people against their will. Until those events were —e place, my 


observations were such. The nations in the majority hated com- 
munism. As far as the organized Communist forces were concerned, 
they were growing in power in Asia. A well-managed Communist 
minority, conspiratorial and secret, was gaining power in south Asia, 

Mr. Wet. Do you think that the United Nations, or perhaps the 
United States itself, has a a responsibility or a moral one, at 
least, to aid the insurgent forces in Poland and Hungary? At the 
moment we are in the position of standing by and cheering on the 
sidelines as they die in the streets of Budapest. It is unlikely that 
those groups, as you mentioned yourself, will be able to break free 
of the Soviet. Union. 

Dr. Karsxi. What is happening now in Poland and Hungary is 
basically against the stipulations of the status of the United Nations, 
against the principles of the United Nations. It is the sacred duty 
of every member of the United Nations to stand against it and do 
something. 

In this respect, American initiative in convoking the Securit 
Council was good. Iam sure that people behind the Iron Curtain will 
be grateful for that. 

fr. Wem. You said, “Do something.” "What should be done? 

Dr. Karsx1. To discuss at the Security Council of the United Na- 
tions what should be done about the issue. The United Nations, be- 
cause of its status, has a duty to help those people to gain independence 
since they proved themselves that they are not free. 
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Mr. Arens. Do you think there is anything the United Nations can 
do toward marshaling world opinion ¢ 

Dr. Karsx1. The most important would be to send a military 
neutral commission, which at least would observe what is happening 
over there and report to the free world. 

Secondly, to take a vote against the Soviet Union; that the Soviet 
Union is breaking the status of the United Nations. 

And, third, to apply the status of the United Nations, which would 
mean eventually either expulsion of the Soviet Union and the Com- 
munist governments from the United Nations, or take economic or 
military action against them. 

Mr. Arens. Doctor, we appreciate very much your taking time from 
your busy schedule at Georgetown University to express yourself on 
these vital issues to the staff, and we shall see that this transcript is 
promptly made available to the members of the committee for their 
appraisal and study. 

r. Karsxr. Thank you very much. 

(Whereupon, at 11:20 a. m., October 29, 1956, the staff consultation 

recessed. ) 


AFTERNOON SESSION—MONDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1956 


The staff consultations continued at 2 p. m., in room 226 of the 
House Office Building. 

Staff members present: Richard Arens, director of the Committee 
on Un-American Activities; William F. Heimlich, consultant ; Court- 
a Owens, investigator; and Richard S. Weil, staff member. 

r. Kuzniar (notary public). Will you stand and raise your right 
hand, please ? 

Do you solmenly swear in this matter to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Faroasanv. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MIHAIL FARCASANU, PRESIDENT, THE LEAGUE 
OF FREE ROMANIANS 


Mr. Arens. Will you please identify yourself by name, residence, 
and occupation ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. I am Mihail Farcasanu, of 42 Beacon Hill Drive, 
Dobbs Ferry, N. Y. I am a political refugee from Rumania. I 
was born in Bucharest on November 10, 1907. 

Mr. Hernicu. I asked Mr. Farcasanu to prepare a statement at the 
beginning, which he has done, and which he might read. It will in- 
clude the normal amenities. 

Mr. Arens. We are very happy to welcome you here today, and we 
are glad to receive your observations and comments on the issues which 
are of great concern to this committee. If you will kindly proceed 
to recite your prepared statement then we will have some questions 
we should like to ask you. 

Mr. FarcasaNnv. Yes, sir. I just give some information about my 
background. 

Mr. Arens. I was under the impression it might be in your state- 
ment, 
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Mr. Farcasanv. After the Russian occupation of my country at the 
end of August 1944, as one of the leaders of the National Liberal 
Party of Rumania and chief editor of the leading Bucharest daily, 
Viitorul, I became a main target of the Russian-Communist liquidation 
campaign of free, pro-Western, political forces. I was compelled 
to live an underground existence, and was condemned by the Com- 
munists to life imprisonment to hard labor, as one of the top leaders 
of the Rumanian national resistance movement. Escaping arrest, 
I succeeded in fleeing Rumania at the end of 1946, and after residing 
in Italy and France I came to the United States in December 1948. 
I am now the president of The League of Free Romanians, a demo- 
cratic federation of Rumanian anti-Communist exile associations 
throughout the world, an organization founded in New York by the 
late Gen. Niculae Radescu, the last Prime Minister of a free Rumania 
and head of the Rumanian resistance. 

I have just returned from Europe where I was in charge of the de- 
fense of the five members of the league I represent, who seized in Feb- 
ruary 1955 the Rumanian Communist Legation in Bern, Switzerland. 
During this trip I was also in a situation to observe more closely cer- 
tain aspects of the Communist new cold war tactics, together with the 
exiles’ reactions, especially of those recently reaching the west. 

It is in view of my experience that I would like to comment on the 
events now taking place behind the Iron Curtain, the position of 
Rumania in this picture, and on some constructive measures which the 
western powers could undertake in the present circumstances. I 
consider that the anti-Soviet and anti-Communist state of mind re- 
vealed by the happenings, both in Poland and in Hungary, is one 
generally prevailing in the satellite orbit. The specific outbreaks in 
Poland and Hungary are due evidently to the favorable opportunity 
offered for the first time by the twofold crisis, in Moscow’s unsettled 
leadership with its consequences of de-Stalinization and in the ensuing 
official exposure of the grave rifts existing in the Communist Parties 
of both Poland and Hungary. The anti-Soviet national forces used 
this opportunity according to their respective specific historical and 
geographical circumstances. The Poles being surrounded on all sides 
by Soviet dominated areas acted within certain limits. The anti- 
Gonmuniet foundation of the Polish movement, which appeared un- 
mistakably in the Poznan riots was no longer so strongly stressed this 
time, because of the total absence of any help or encouragement from 
the West. 

Mr. Arens. All right. Will you kindly proceed. 

Mr. Farcasanv. With clever political expediency the hard-boiled 
Communist Gomulka immediately used this absence of western re- 
sponse by apparently espousing the Poznan claims, which he deftly 
identified with his new-look Communist policy. 

In the case of Hungary this opportunity rapidly led to the complete 
manifestation of anti-Soviet, anti-Communist, popular feeling. 
The fact that by the liberation of Austria, October last year, Hungary 
for the first time in 11 years obtained a frontier with a free country 
with which she had had an old and close relationship—the Austrian- 
Hungarian Empire—played an important role in bolstering the hopes 
and determination of the national anti-Communist forces in their bid 
for freedom from slavery. This Austrian frontier has been regarded 
by the subjugated Hungarians as a gate to the free world through 
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which help would come at the supreme moment of their fight for lib- 
erty. The demonstrations in front of the United States and British 
Legations in Budapest asking for western help, clearly shows that 
the Sao people naturally counted on the support of the cham- 
pions of freedom. This natural belief has been strengthened for sev- 
eral years now by the American freedom-loving balloons and the radio 
broadcasts so much praised here and even advertised by the interested 
parties at this very moment as the generating force of the uprising. 

Moreover, the American messages to the subjugated peoples have 
publicized the liberation pledges made by both Republican and Demo- 
cratic parties in 1952. I am profoundly convinced, knowing the 

enuine faith of the people behind the Iron Curtain in the United 
tates that this hope of help is an important psychological factor in 
their all-out fight. 

I would like to stress this point because of its long-range conse- 

uences. It is indeed a test which has a character of finality in all 
future eastern European-United States policies toward the enslaved 
eoples. 
As regards the place of Rumania in these current events the follow- 
ing should be underlined : 

For 12 years now Rumania has been under Soviet military occupa- 
tion, economically bled white and harassed to Soviet ambitions, sub- 
jected to the hardest Russian-Communist oppression with a view of 
destroying the Latin island she represents as a historic obstacle on 
the road of Russian imperialism. Rumania has a key strategic posi- 
tion in Eastern Europe, having common frontiers with Bulgaria, 
Yugoslavia, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Poland—now erased by Soviet 
aggression—and Russia, thus being the hub of the Soviet satellite em- 

ire. 
F As in Poland the anti-Russian sentiment is a historic fact. 

An important feature of Rumania is the circumstance that the Com- 
munist Party was almost nonexistent at the moment of the Allied— 
Soviet—occupation and still is an artificial concoction of this occupa- 
tion. There is no open rift in this “party” between Stalinist and 
anti-Stalinist factions and consequently no crisis of authority to be 
exploited by the people, The situation of Rumania is, from the in- 
ternational point of view, similar to that of Hungary. The Soviet 
troops installed through brute force a puppet government against 
the manifest will of the people, crushed a revolt for freedom in No- 
vember 1945, performed in November of 1946 the police terror opera- 
tion of faked and bloody elections; all these events taking place with 
the tacit acquiescence of the western powers—notwithstanding the 
inocuous routine, pro forma notes of protest. In order to appease 
the Soviets the western powers accepted their subjugation of the 
country by recognizing the quisling Communist government. They 
signed in February 1947, peace treaties with the Soviet local repre- 
sentatives, with the idea that by sacrificing the eastern European 
peoples they would insure peace in Europe. The peace treaties thus 
concluded with the Communist agents of Moscow in occupied Rumania 
and Hungary made the pretense of dealing with free governments, 
while the countries were militarily occupied and politically run by 
the Soviets. 

The treaties professed to put an end to the Soviet military occupa- 
tion, while providing the right of the Soviets to maintain an unspeci- 
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fied number of their troops in Rumania and Hungary under the 
phony pretext of protecting their lines of communications with the 
Soviet Zone of occupation in Austria. 

In the case of Daneake the monstrosity of this provision is 
stressed by the circumstances that the normal, shortest, and most con- 
venient lines of communications between the Soviet Union and Austria 
lie outside Rumanian territory. In fact whereas the length of such 
lines of communications through Rumanian territory varies between 
845 and 910 miles, the route Lwow-Cracow-Vienna is only 395 miles 
in length and much better equipped than those in Rumania. 

The occidental peacemakers in Paris also obliged these “free” coun- 
tries to respect a precise limitation of national armed forces, disre- 
garding the hard fact that all major decisions in those countries were 
to be taken by the Russian Politburo. The western powers provided 
also for the enslaved beneficiaries of these peace treaties, “human 
rights,” to be, under the circumstances, insured by Soviet Russia. 

These peace-at-all-costs efforts of the West have been of no avail. 
Not to mention the innumerable crimes against human rights, through 
imprisonment, slave labor, deportations, and mass murder, the Soviet 
occupation governments built up anti-western-directed military forces 
far exceeding the limits specified in the peace treaties. The enslaved 
countries of Eastern Europe were thus transformed into Soviet mili- 
tary auxiliary bases. This dangerous outcome of the peace treaties 
with Moscow’s quislings worried Secretary of State Acheson and 
decided him to bring their violations before the court of world opinion, 
the United Nations. The well-documented case of the American 
Secretary of State was sent by the court of world opinion to the Su- 
preme Court of Justice in the Hague. This procedure proved to be 
extremely unsuited to any legal international action, or even the 
usual harmless moral pronouncement. The incapacity of the United 
Nations to promote the cause of freedom was proved again in Decem- 
ber 1955, by their deal with Soviet tyranny, violating their own charter 
and the ruling of the court in the Hague on the admission of new 
members. They welcomed among others in the organization the to- 
—— quisling governments installed by Moscow in Rumania and 

ungary. 

In this way, the crimes of those puppet regimes were publicly con- 
doned and their nonrepresentative despotic character vested with a 
new legitimacy. 

The United Nations organization, far from the initial intentions 
of its lofty charter, has continuously developed into a mere meetin 
place of governments irrespective of any political principle or ta 
issue. By now it is a familiar political fact that usually a problem is 
referred to the United Nations when nobody intends to do anything 
about it, because the fundamental characteristic of the United Nations 
machinery is the deadlock maneuvered by the Soviet Union. 

This consecration of their slavery also by the United Nations has 
been a _ blow for the people of Rumania and Hungary. Another 
recent disillusionment has been the failure of the United States and 


the United Kingdom to fulfill their obligations under the peace 
treaties and demand—once the Soviet occupation zone in Austria 
ceased to exist in October 1955, by the conclusion of the Austrian 
peace treaty—the withdrawal of the Soviet troops of occupation from 
Rumania and Hungary. In spite of this state of affairs in the West, 
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the people of the two countries I am speaking about conserved a 
staunch confidence, especially in the American willingness to help 
them regain their freedom. To my knowledge the last hope behind 
the Iron Curtain is that, despite all the political bartering which has 
been going on at their expense, the United States will support them 
at the crucial moment. This crucial moment has now arrived in 
Hungary. 

All the enslaved peoples are looking toward the Hungarian wenelee 
ments as the supreme test of their last hope in the west and especial 
the United States. If no help will be given to the Hungarian people 
at this turn of history, the last hope in the west will die behind the 
Iron Curtain. This will entail the gravest consequences as it would 
mean that the greatest single obstacle in the way of the consolidation 
of the Communist bloc, either monolithic or polylithic, will have been 
removed. According to my information the most persistent and dan- 
gerous propaganda in Rumania consists in telling the people that they 
are completely abandoned by the West. 

Mention is made of the recognition of Communist governments both 
by the West and by the United Nations, the cultural and economic 
relations between Communists and western countries, the presence of 
Russian troops unopposed by the West, et cetera, and hence they must 
necessarily integrate themselves in the Communist order. A dis- 
astrous impression has lately been made by the current negotiations 
between the American Government and the Bucharest Communists, 

ublicized to settle the differences between the two countries. It is 

nown that the “negotiations” are dealing mainly with financial com- 
pensations for Standard Oil of New Jersey, and other companies and 
visa questions. No mention is being made in the negotiations of the 
crushing of human rights and enslavement of the country. 

Absence of western help in the Hungarian fight for freedom will 
be used by the Communists as the decisive argument—and what an ir- 
refutable argument it is—in order to make crystal clear the abandon- 
ment of the cause of freedom in the satellites by the great occidental 
powers. In face of this serious alternative, it will be a great mistake 
to believe that some vague and pious lipservice to liberty or the ful- 
fillment of a procedure universally recognized in advance as ineffec- 
tual, would be regarded as help by those who are waging a life-and- 
death struggle. 

Such are the verbal expressions of sympathy by western politicians 
and the relegating of the stringent issue for eloquent embalming to the 
United Nations, 

The minimum response of the western powers to the events in Hun- 
gary should consist in a firm political support for the national forces. 

recognition should be extended in some way to these forces in Gyor 
or elsewhere, direct intervention and strong pressure to be used with 
the Russians for an immediate armistice Sale the contro] of the great 
powers, to be followed by free elections supervised by the same. Until 
such an armistice be insured the Hungarian national forces should be 
alimented with necessary equipment and supported in all possible ways. 
It is a hypocritical argument that the helping of the national forces 
would mean a provocation to Russia and unleash a general war. On 
the contrary such an action will force the Soviets to fulfill their obli- 

ations under the peace treaties by withdrawing their troops, lest they 
me caught in a chain of national uprisings. 
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Another fake and hideous argument brought up by the advocates of 
the “hands off” policy, is that on the basis of the Warsaw Pact the Rus- 
sian troops are entitled to be in Hungary and their bloody war against 
the Hungarian people is legitimate because their assistance was asked 
by the Moscow-controlled stooges in Budapest. It is too easily for- 
gotten that the participation of Hungary—like Rumania—in the War- 
saw Pact is flagrantly against the spirit and the purpose of the peace 
treaties. This kind of argument amounts to supporting Communists 
by declaring their crimes legal as being the application of some agree- 
ments between the oppressors and their quislings. 

At the same time, the inane praising of Titoism, or national com- 
munism, and the financial help promised to the Communists deeply 
confuse and discourage the enslaved peoples as they see the Occident 
betraying them and helping their oppressors. 

The prestige of the West is gravely damaged by the continuous 
avoiding of taking any stand on principles relating to the fight against 
communism and the tendency to consolidate Communist regimes by 
giving them money if they declare they are “independent” 
Communists. ; 

Leaving apart the special case of Tito, no Communist regime in 
Eastern Europe can be really independent from Moscow. Such 
independence would mean losing the vital support of Soviet strength, 
which created and kept in power those loathed and unpopular regimes 
and consequently their rapid disintegration. For the same reason— 
not to mention the ideological positions—these Communist regimes 
can never become pro-western. “The independent Communist 
regimes” cannot exist but within the limits of the Soviet-controlled 
area, as a temporary formula used by the Soviet as an opportunist 
move during a period of unrest. 

Sticking to such a policy even at this moment of a dramatic explo- 
sion in Hungary of the forces of freedom which are smoldering all 
through the Soviet dominated area of Europe, means to act in fact 
in favor of communism, on wishful thinking future calculations and 
against an actual cause of freedom in Europe, for which apparently 
American propaganda spends incalculable sums of money. 

I strongly believe that the only way to maintain the western psy- 
chological advantage behind the Iron Curtain is to urgently help the 
Hungarians. Otherwise freedom forces would lose heart and could 
be paralyzed. The absence of any western help in the East Berlin 
and Poznan revolts have already produced some discouragement 
among these forces but the effect of a similar failure in this case will 
be of a deeper and more lasting character. 

This western attitude is already acting as a break on the Rumanian 
and Czech national resistance forces. The Rumanians especially, who 
are surrounded on all sides by Communist countries, are particularly 
impressed by the spectacle of a nation who is not helped in her fight 
for liberty and left at the mercy of Russian tanks, when on one of her 
borders is Austria, a free country. 

In order to exercise the great American role at this moment, it is 
not necessary to make war, but it is indispensable that the Soviet 
Union and its stooges be branded as aggressors and the political 
leaders of both parties in the United States should do so. It is also 
absolutely necessary to recognize and help these belligerents for free- 
dom. I think it is the very minimum the mighty and happy cham- 
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pions of freedom could do when downtrodden and long-abandoned 
men, women, and children are sacrificing their lives in the cause of 
liberty. 

7 i We deeply appreciate this splendid presentation which 
you have post us. I should like now, if you please, sir, to ask you a 
few specific questions which I think would be proper for us to pose. 

On the basis of your background and experience, do you feel that 
the events behind the Iron Curtain augur well or ill for the West? 
Are the events behind the Iron Curtain now events that are good 
omens, or are they evil omens? 

Mr. Farcasanu. For whom? 

Mr. Arens. For the West? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Good omens. 

Mr. Arens. Do you feel that the regimes which are in the ascendency 
there in revolt are regimes with which the United States and the West 
could cooperate ? 

Mr. Farcasanu. Which do you mean? There are two different 


cases. 

Mr. Aren. Could we trust them ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. There are the Polish Gomulka Communists; as for 
Hungary, the situation is not settled yet. 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Farcasanv. But I don’t think the United States could trust a 
Communist regime, even if Titoist or national Communist. 

Mr. Arens. Would the events behind the Iron Curtain and the 
revolts, if successful, lessen the worldwide threat by the Communist 
conspiracy, from the standpoint of subversion and espionage and 
sabotage ? 

Mr. Sica, I didn’t understand that. Exactly what events 
have you in mind? 

Mr. Arens. If the Gomulka regime in Poland maintains itself in 
power. 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Would that in any sense lessen the threat to the West, 
from the standpoint of political subversion, propaganda, and sabotage $ 

Mr. Farcasanv. No; absolutely not. 

Mr. Arens. Do you see any possible danger to the United States 
. and to the West in being hoodwinked as to the significance of the 
events behind the Iron Curtain; being fooled ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Would you please direct your attention to that subject 
for a moment? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes, sir. I see a great danger in the turn events 
could take, because of the West being fooled, as you say, as to the 
significance of these events. This could help the Soviet Union to 
overcome a very difficult—tragic I should say—phase in their history. 
The Soviets would be helped by the Western Powers through their not 
exploiting the weakness revealed in the present crisis. The phony 
explanation is invented, that this terrible crisis is a product of national 
communism—or some other odd thing—and not the real truth, that it 
is the opposition to Soviet Russia and communism in those countries. 
The Poles are using in this situation Gomulka, because there is no 
other solution under the circumstances. If they would have had even 
a political support from the United States a general uprising would 
have been started in Poland. 
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Mr. Arens. May I pose this question, which I think perhaps might 
be stimulating to you. 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. I have seen interpretations thus far in the current press 
to the effect that the uprisings in Poland and in Hungary, and the 
unrest behind the Iron Curtain, indicate that the Soviet empire is 
crumbling, or at least that there are severe cracks in the Iron Curtain. 
Do these events in any way persuade your mind that there is any 
lessening in the threat to the west from the Soviet international 
Communist conspiracy ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. No. On the contrary, I am convinced that these 
difficulties there will get them more together and make them more 
determined, because they are, of course, in peril. They are in danger— 
with one condition, that the West would act. 

Mr. Owens. This question which I want to ask, I think, will bring 
out truly the crux of the statement you just read, which bears to the 
question that Mr. Arens just asked. Is this not a fact? Do you not 
contend this: that, because of recent events behind the Iron Curtain, 
the West could conceivably be damaged if they do not take advantage 
a situation that you say it presents to the West, to pitch in and 

e 

Mr. Farcasanv. Of course. 

Mr. Owens. They, therefore, could be damaged if they did not take 
this course? That is your thinking? 

Mr. FarcasaNnu. Yes; if they don’t take any stand—I mean if the 
West is not acting in support of the anti-Soviet, anti-Communist 
forces. And arhons the opportunity to act now in Hungary. If 


they don’t act, they are in danger to lose much of this fight, you see, 


of the advantage they now have. And if it is true that the Com- 
munists will have even financial aid from the United States, this 
will help consolidate whatever is still there of their power. There 
is not much Communist power—but they will consolidate it under the 
mask of more independence from Moscow—and the Communist 
regimes, which we now see didn’t have much strength, could become 
stronger. They would be helped with your money, as they will give 
a false impression of some more independence; but at the same time 
they’ll remain Communists, you see, fatally bound to Moscow, because 
if they are not supported by Moscow they are going to be crushed. 

Mr. Owens. And that will discourage the anti-Communist masses. 

Mr. Farcasanv. Of course, and force them to come to terms with 
communism. If they die for freedom and they are not helped, what 
do you expect? What is the solution? There is no alternative. In 
that sense, I say that it isa great test now which must be very carefully 
dealt with by the United States. 

Mr. Arens. You are not suggesting military intervention by the 
United States, or use of troops? 

Mr. Farcasanu. No military intervention; no war is necessary. 
But look here, sir; do you remember the 1936 civil war in Spain? 
From the Western Powers help was sent through private money to 
the Communists, so-called Sipatiete, not Government money. Legions 
were formed by British, French, and Americans who were supporting 
the Communists. The Governments were not involved in the war. 
Within Hungary we know what the situation is. The freedom fighters 
control a huge area of Hungary in their desperate fight. You can 
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extend some recognition; recognize them as belligerents. Even the 
hony government, the puppet government in Budapest, said, “You 
ave won,” to these people. Why shouldn’t we give them then political 
help? 

Mr. Arens. Doctor, on the basis of your background and experience, 
may I ask you this question: What would be the effect in the struggle 
against international communism if the Government of the United 
States should forthwith sever diplomatic relations with the Lron 
Curtain countries, on the theory that those governments are not 
bona fide governments, but are only instrumentalities of an inter- 
national conspiracy to suppress the ree What would be the effect 
of —, action, if it should be taken by the Government of the United 
States 

Mr. Farcasanv. You mean on international communism ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. What would be the effect? Would it be salu- 
tary, unwholesome, or what ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. It would be a hard blow to international commu- 
nism. It would be really for the first time something really happen- 
ing against international communism. 

ier Arens. Would you recommend that step as a step that should 
be taken ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes,sir. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes; because you see, sir, I can say all our troubles 
and your troubles are coming from an accumulation of errors. It is 
a kind of pyramid of errors. You have to start at some point to 
destroy that combination of errors. In this case we should recognize 
that a criminal is a criminal and not a representative government. 
Yes; you have to start somewhere, and if you start by withdrawing 
recognition of a puppet government in this moment, when you have 
the justification of political pressure, of crisis, it is less hard to take 
such a step. 

Mr. Hermuicu. What would specifically be the result of the with- 
drawal of diplomatic relations or recognition of the Government of 
Rumania as it presently exists? What would be the result of that 
action in Rumania ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. I think, at this moment, it would be a revolt, an 
uprising. They will feel that they are supported, that the United 
States really intends to support them in their fight. There is no rea- 
son to wait in taking such a step, and allow to continue the growin 
doubt and skepticism there about the West, which is something real. 

Mr. Arens. Do you feel that the fact that we presently maintain 
diplomatic relations with the Iron Curtain countries tends to endow 
those governments with an aura of respectability from the West, 
which they do not deserve ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes, absolutely. The recognition of those govern- 
ments was a great blow to these peoples themselves and to the prestige 
of the United States. —— said, the people said, “Look here. The 
Communists have succeeded. They have recognition, diplomatic rec- 
— from the Unitd States. Now they have cultural relations. 

at is our hope?” 

Mr. Hemnicu. In other words, unless we do recognize belligerents, 
which is admissible under international law, we have in effect given 
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second recognition to the government of the Moscow-appointed re- 
gimes in each of the satellite countries. 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes, and at the most glaring moment of exposure 
of their crimes. This man Nagy doesn’t represent the Hungarian 
people; he is a Communist and consequently a tool of the Communists 
and of the Russians. 

Mr. Hermuicu. It isthe same with Gomulka ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes, but, at the moment, when Hungarians are 
massacred, the Nagy government appears especially as the tool of the 
Russians. Not recognizing the belligerants and maintaining recogni- 
tion of the Budapest government means that you are recognizing 
again a fake government, a phony government. Everybody knows 
that these Communist regimes are phony. Now, by not taking action, 
you give them again recognition at the worst possible moment. I 
would suggest a kind of ultimatum to Mr. Nagy, to stop repressive 
action, a short ultimatum, and at the same moment you could appeal 
to the rebels, to the national forces, to stop fighting, and send a com- 
mission there. The United States and the United Kingdom, together 
with Soviet Russia, are sponsors of the peace treaty with Hungary. 
They definitely have the right to consult on the situation in Hungary; 
it is in the peace treaty. This is the international] law in this case. 
They shenta consult every time they consider the peace treaty in 
danger. There are provisions to that effect in the peace treaties with 
Hungary, Romania, and Bulgaria. It is a legal thing, an obligation. 

Mr. Hermnicu. Mr. Farcasanu, you know that there are meetings 
now being held in the United Nations Security Council between the 
great powers to discuss the actions in Poland and Hungary. Do you 
believe that any positive action might be taken within the framework 
of the United Nations which would have the effect of assisting the 
fight for freedom which these people are now waging ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. No, I don’t believe it. It is impossible. In the 
Security Council, the Russians have the right to veto any proposal. 
It would be merely another series of speeches in the United Nations. 

Mr. Hermuicu. In other words, if the other nations should condemn 
the U.S. S. R. and its satellites for the inhuman actions that are now 
taking place, the Soviet Union, by exercising its veto, could nullify 
that resolution ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes, I mean for every practical purpose. 

Mr. Hermuicnu. That means then, that, for all practical purposes, 
the United Nations cannot intervene in this situation effectively, that 
there is no court of international law to which the belligerants can 
take their cases ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. No. I don’t see any possibility, any practical 
political possibility for the United Nations to efliciently intervene. 

_ Mr. Hermuicn. Then, as you know, each of our great political par- 
ties is on record as expressing in their platforms, in this presidential 
year and in the last presidential year, sympathy and pledging assist- 
ance to those groups who will rise and attempt to throw off the Soviet 
yoke. It appears, therefore, from what you say, does it not, that 
the United States would have to take leadership in this matter rather 
than the United Nations? The United States would have to exercise 
leadership of the Western World in this matter rather than the 
United Nations? 
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Mr. Farcasanv. Yes. It is the right thing to do, because here 
they know that the Security Council, made inoperative by the Soviet 
veto, would not be able to do anything; at the same time, behind action 
through the General Assembly, the United States would have to 
exercise their leadership. If they want to do something, they can 
act on the basis of the peace wes with Hungary. They are sponsors 
of this peace treaty. They could intervene directly, together with 
the United Kingdom. They are legally entitled to intervene in Hun- 
gary and Romania, being guarantors of the peace treaties. 

Mr. Herauicu. In other words, the sovereign governments of the 
United States, France, and Great Britain, acting under the normal 
form of international law 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes. 

Mr. Hermticn. Could render more effective assistance to these 
people behind the Iron Curtain than can any international body 
which we presently have? 

Mr. Farcasanv. I am absolutely sure of that. 

Mr. Hermuicu. Now you have said, Mr, Farcasanu, that you do 
not believe that military aid is necessary. 

Mr. Farcasanv. Military action, I said. 

Mr. Hermuicn. Military action? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes. 

Mr. Hetrmuicu. Would you believe that financial assistance would 
be necessary ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes, and any other kind of help to the national 
forces is necessary. It is not necessary to make war because they 
are waging war themselves, but you have to help them and give 
recognition to the Hungarian people, because this fight is the Hun- 

arian people’s fight. Even Nagy is recognizing it, and why won’t 
the United States recognize it? 

Mr. Hermuicnu. In your statement you suggest, if I may repeat 
here, that in order to exercise the great American role at this moment, 
it is not necessary to make war. 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes. 

Mr. Hermuicu. But it is indispensable that the Soviet Union and 
its stooges be branded as aggressors, and the political leaders of both 
parties in the United States should do so? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes. 

Mr. Hermuicn. In other words, the nominal leaders of our two 

reat political parties, if they were to make strong statements con- 

emning the action of the U. S. S. R. and its satellite governments, 
this would have a moral influence that would have political impact 
behind the Iron Curtain ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. This would have infinitely more effect, infinitely 
— effect, than whatever the United Nations resolution could 

ave. Everybody knows what is the situation with the United 
Nations. 

Mr. Hermuicu. Now, to go back just a moment, in the case of 
netsin, there was revolt in Romania, as I recall it, in 1945. Is that 
rue 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes. 

Mr. Hermuicn. In other words, it was one of the first states to 
attempt a revolt against the Soviet troops, against the Soviet domina- 
tion of the country? 
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Mr. Farcasanv. No, it was not against the Soviet troops as such, 
but against their Communist stooges, against the regime. ; 

Mr. Hermuicn. Military Soviet troops have been in Romania, how- 
ever, since 1944? 

Mr. FarcasaNnv. Yes; they never left. 

Mr. Hermuicn. Do you have any idea in what strength they are 
there ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. I think at the present moment they have about 
five divisions. 

Mr. Heruicu. Has a Rumanian Communist Army been organized 
by that government under Soviet domination ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes. 

Mr. Hermuicu. What is the strength of the Rumanian Army ? 

Mr. Farcasanvu. At this moment they have, I think, more than 
300,000. 

Mr. Hermuicu. Roughly, over 20 divisions? 

Mr. Farcasanvu. Yes; and they have the security forces. 

Mr. Hermicu. That was going to be my next question. They have 
organized also the security forces under the Department of the In- 
terior, as they usually do, patterned after the Soviet system? 

Mr. Farcasanu. Yes; it is said to be more than 100,000. 

Mr. Hermuicn. Now, these are integrated into the Soviet security 
oo too? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes. 

Mr. Hermuicn. They work closely together ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes. 

Mr. Hermuicn. The same thing is true, I suppose, of the military 
forces ¢ 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes. 

Mr. Hermricu. Have the Soviets petasisted the Rumanians to exer- 
cise command over their own forces ! 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes; but not at the high level. 

Mr. Hermuicu. In other words, at high level the Rumanian forces 
are commanded by the Russians ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. By the Russians; yes, sir. 

Mr. Hermurcn. Do you have any way to judge the effectiveness of 
the Communist Rumanian government control over these forces, or 
the loyalty of those forces to the Communist government ? 

Mr. Farcasanvu. Yes. You see, they waged a very great purge. 
— first indication was in 1946, I think, when a great purge took 
place. 

Mr. Hemuicu. Of Rumanian officers? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes; of Rumanian officers; and about 9,000 officers 
and more than 5,000 noncommissioned officers were purged. 

Mr. Hermuicu. Now, were they killed or exiled ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. No; in general just put out. Some were arrested 
and some were sent to Soviet Russia. 

Mr. Hermuicn. They were expelled from the Army ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes; expelled from the Army. ‘That was the first 
sign, you see, that the bulk of the officers corps was not reliable from 
the Soviet point of view. The second sign, that the armed forces were 
not reliable for the Communists, came in 1949 when the trials started 
in the army, and some of the officers of the general staff were executed 
as spies for the West. Generally it is believed that the soldiers could 
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not be relied on as Soviet tools at a crucial moment, you see, when a 
national movement would be possible against the Russians and the 
Communists. 

Mr. Hermuicu. What is the population of Rumania now? 

Mr. Farcasanvu. At this moment, it is about 17 million. 

Mr. Hermuicu. About 17 million. How does that divide up be- 
tween farm and industrial areas? 

Mr. Farcasanv. The farm area is about 70 percent. 

Mr. Hermuicn. It is an agrarian country? 

Mr. Farcasanu. Yes; it is an agrarian country. 

Mr. Hermuicu. Has there been any industralization under the Soviet 
control? 

Mr. Farcasanv. There are claims of considerable industrialization, 
but not many new enterprises were created. What they actually did 
was to put the accent on heavy industry, using the industrial plants of 
Rumania for this purpose. 

Mr. Hermuicu. For reparations? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes, if you like, for reparations, which had been 
already paid several times over by 1946. But in fact it is Soviet 
exploitation for the benefit of Russia they have the so-called 5-year 
plan directed toward the heavy industry production, which absorbs 
almost 50 percent of the budgetary nenaibilisise of the plan. 

Mr. Hermuicu. You have a common frontier on one side of Ru- 
mania, as I recall, with the U. S. S. R.? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes. 

Mr. Hermutcu. And on the south and southwest, if I recall cor- 
rectly, you have a common frontier with Yugoslavia? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes. 

Mr. Hermnicu. In the event that Rumanian national groups were 
to rise as they have in Hungary, do you believe it is a possibility that 
Yugoslavia might intrevene? 

Mr, Farcasanu. Intervene in what way ? 

Mr. Hermuicn. Do you believe that Yugoslavia, in view of its new 
rapprochement with the U.S. S. R., would try to exercise a two-way 
callie movement there that might obliterate Rumania in this case? 
Do you believe that they are prepared for such an adventure as that? 

Mr. Farcasanu. No; I don’t think so. I think they won’t help us. 

Mr. Hermmiicu. In other words, Tito would not help you? 

Mr. Farcasanv. No; on the contrary. 

Mr. Hemuicn. But he also is not prepared to pull chestnuts out 
of the fire for Moscow? In other words, he is not prepared to do 
Moscow’s dirty work by attacking Rumania when they are striving 
for freedom ? 

Mr. Farcasanu. No;Idon’tthinkso. There is asimple reason: the 
actual position of Tito. The Yugoslav Communists have an interest 
to get money from the United States. They are pro-Soviet, but are 
very careful because of this. They cannot do something to destroy 
that credit. 

Mr. Hermuicu. It would be important to them that they keep their 
hands out of there? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes; for not losing American dollars. 

Mr. Hermuicn. Of course. The great economic advantage of 
Rumania is its vast oilfields. Is that true? 

Mr. Farcasanu. Yes; they are extremely important. 
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Mr. Hermuicu. They are among the largest oil reserves in Europe, 
as I understand. 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes; the largest. 

Mr. Hernicu. These are the great Ploesti oilfields which we 
destroyed at such great cost during World War IT? 

Mr. Farcasanvu. Yes. They are in full activity again. 

Mr. Hermuicu. Does the use of Soviet force in Rumania derive from 
determination to hold those fields at all costs? 

Mr. Farcasanu. Yes; these oil fields are very important too, to- 
gether with Rumania’s strategic situation from a military point of 
view. 

Mr. Hermuicu. Yes; because you have also a sea frontier. 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes; a sea frontier and the barrier of the Car- 
pathian Mountains. When Rumania in 1944 changed the policy and 
joined the Allies in the war—because we were allied with Germany 
and in 1944 we changed—then the whole German front in Eastern 
Europe collapsed. 

Mr, Hemuicn. As I recall it, Rumania had no more chance than 
it does now. 

Mr. Farcasanu. Yes, because of our geographical position, at the 
crossroad of power politics. But our change of front, as the experts 
say, shortened the war by 1 year. 

Mr. Hermuicu. You cut off Germany’s oil supplies? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes; in the first place the oil supplies. Then the 


communications, everything; the lines of communication with Italy, 
Bulgaria, et cetera. I mean the whole eastern front was changed 
because of that. 

Mr. Owens. I noted with interest one of your statements in your 


opening statement there. I believe you said that as late as 1944 the 
Communist Party was practically nonexistent in Rumania. 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. That is a very interesting statement. Could you 
elaborate on that, give the reasons why it was not ¢ 

Mr. Farcasanu. Yes. As I mentioned already, Rumania is a peas- 
ant country, an agricultural country, as we have about 70 percent of 
the population, farmers, living in villages. Farmers are individual- 
ists. They do not succumb to Communist propaganda. They are 
fundamentally, it is universally known, anti-Communist. Then Ru- 
mania, being on the borders of Russia, has experienced for 200 years 
its enmity; the Rumanian people have always known the Russians 
as oppressors and therefore the anti-Russian feeling is deeply rooted 
in them. Everything which is coming from Russia, and especial] 
communism, is loathed by the Rumanians and is considered bad. 
Moreover, the Rumanian Government took a stand after World War 
I against the Communists. In 1944 we were pee eg to take that 
handful of Communists and put them in the coalition government, 
because that was the desire of the western powers. 

Mr. Owens. Because of the war effort ? 

Mr. Farcasanu. The Western Powers always wanted to have the 
Communists and the Socialists in the coalition government, because 
of Russia. The Socialist Party was also very weak in Rumania, but 
anyway it existed and on a less low level. There were two great 
parties in Rumania—one the National Peasant Party and the party 
in which I was, the National Liberal Party—parties that controlled 
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almost the whole of the political life, as here the Democrats and the 
Republicans. We were ferent to put the Communists in the Govern- 
ment because of those special political circumstances at that moment 
in 1944. Remember that then Anna Pauker, you heard of her, was the 
leader of the Communist Party. She declared that when they came 
to join the Government, they did have, she mentioned, less than 1,000 
I think. 

Mr. Owens. For the entire nation? 

Mr. Farcasanvu. Yes. Then the party during the Russian occupa- 
tion grew to—I don’t know—1 million. All of them were opportu- 
nists. Then they expelled almost half of this number. 

Mr. Owens. Anna Pauker herself fell into disfavor there for awhile ¢ 

Mr. Farcasanu. Yes. Now, I think the party has around 500,000, 
they say. 

Mr. Owens. Is the younger generation communized, do you believe ? 

Mr. Farcasanv. No. 

Mr. Owens. It isnot. I have one other question, Doctor. How free 
has the operation of the church been in Rumania since 1944, if you 
know ? 

Mr. Farcasanvu. Freedom of the church was absolutely crushed 
and destroyed. Because of the Rumanians, the peasantry, are very re- 
ligious, you see. The majority of the nation is Greek Orthodox. We 
had in the northern part of the country a strong branch of the Catholic 
Church, the Uniates. In their maneuvers against the church, the 
Communists struck first at the Catholic Church. “The Catholic 
Church must be abolished,” they said, “because our old Orthodox 
Church must be strengthened.” They abolished it. They threw in 
jail, I don’t exactly know how many, about 10 Catholic bishops, many 
of whom have died in prison. Then they turned to the Greek Ortho- 
dox Church and appointed as patriarch an opportunist scoundrel, 
a little village priest. More than 600 hierarchs of the Orthodox 
Church were then arrested and thrown in prison; the old bishops 
were expelled and confined in monasteries. Then they ran the Ortho- 
dox Church in the style of the Stockholm Peace Conference, by pour- 
ing through this “patriarch” pastorals to politically me ap the 
Communist regime, their “peace” and other campaigns, and to attack 
the West. 

Mr. Owens. Would it be a fair statement to say that they actually 
supervised the operation of the Greek Orthodox Church in Rumania? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes; absolutely. 

Mr. Owens. With placements of bishops and pastors and so forth? 

Mr. Farcasanv. Yes; but of course the population is not fooled. 
They know what it is all about. They continue to go to church. The 
religious feeling is very strong now, stronger than ever. 

Mr. Arens. We appreciate very much your appearance here today. 
We are very grateful to you for your time. 

(Whereupon, at 3:50 p. m., Monday, October 29, 1956, the staff 
consultations recessed until October 30, 1956.) 
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Unrrep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
ComMiIrree oN Un-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D. C. 
Srarr CoNsvULTATION 


The following staff consultation occurred at 10 a. m., Tuesday, Octo- 
ber 30, 1956, in room 226, House Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Staff members present: Richard Arens, director of the Committee 
on Un-American Activities; William F. Heimlich, consultant; and 
Courtney E. Owens, investigator. 

Mr. Kuzn1ar (notary public). Will you stand and raise your right 
hand, please ? 

Do you solemnly swear in this matter to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Lresxt. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH LIPSKI, FORMER POLISH AMBASSADOR TO 
GERMANY 


Mr. Arens. Would you kindly identify yourself by name, residence, 
and occupation ? 

Mr. Lipsxt. Joseph Lipski, former Polish Ambassador to Germany. 
My address is 2800 Ontario Road, Apartment 501, Washington, D. C. 
I am working for the Free Poles in this country. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Lipski, would you give us, please, just a thumbnail 
sketch of your own personal background and experience ¢ 

Mr. Lipsxt. I was born on June 5, 1894, in Wroclaw, Poland. 

I entered the Polish diplomatic service in 1918 as a second secretary 
of the Polish Legation in London. In 1922 I was transferred to Paris. 
I was first secretary of the Polish Embassy in Paris till 1925. From 
1925 I was head of the Western Department in the Polish Foreign 
Office in Warsaw until 1933. 

I took part in many international conferences, including the Locarno 
Conference in 1925, the Hague Conference 1929-30, Lausanne Repara- 
tions Conference in 1932, and the Disarmament Conference held in 
Geneva under the auspices of the League of Nations. 

I also negotiated and signed saver Uaportadit agreements on behalf 
of the Polish Government, the most important of which was the 
Polish-German ro pe ge agreement of October 31, 1929, negotiated 
in conjunction with the Young plan. 

I was appointed in 1933 Polish Ambassador to Germany, and re- 
mained there until the outbreak of war on the 1st of September 1939. 
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After having left Berlin with my staff, we passed through Scandi- 
navia and the Baltic States and arrived in Poland. I was in eastern 
Poland at the time the Russians marched in, and I passed the Ru- 
manian frontier and went to France. I joined, as a private, the 
Polish Army, organized by General Sikorski. I fought as platoon 
commander in the First Polish Grenadier Division in Alsace and 
Lorraine until the French armistice. 

I slipped through the German lines to unoccupied France, and 
from dare to Great Britain, where I was attached to the Polish 
headquarters in the capacity of political adviser. 

I came with General Sikorski to the United States in December 
1942. Later on I visited the United States in 1947 and 1950, and 
settled in the United States, in Washington, D. C., in December 1951. 
I am at the present acting for the Free Poles and for the Polish Coun- 
cil of National Unity in London in close cooperation with the former 
Polish diplomats in London, Paris, Madrid, Canada, and so on. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Lipski, would you give us just a word of identi- 
fication, sir, of these two groups which you have alluded to; namely, 
the Free Poles and the Polish Council for National Unity. 

Mr. Lipski. That is the same. The Polish Council of National 
Unity is composed of the different Polish parties in exile. It has its 
affiliations all around the free world and most of the former Polish 
diplomats are working with this council. 

Mr. Arens. Who is the head of it? 

Mr. Lipsxr. There are three men who are now at the head; that is, 
General Anders, General Komorowski, who was the commander 
of the Warsaw uprising in 1944, and Count Raczynski, the former 
Polish Ambassador to the Court of St. James. 

Apart from that, there is an executive committee and, of course, 
a sort of parliament where all the parties are represented; that is in 
London. They have in the United States their representatives or 
members. In Washington I am working for this particular body. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Lipski, at the direction of the chairman of the 
Committee on Un-American Activities, we of the staff are inviting 
for consultations a number of persons who are in a position, beceuse 
of their background or specialized training, to give the committee an 
appraisal and analysis of the facts currently developing behind the 
Iron Curtain, especially in Poland and in Hungary, and perhaps other 
areas behind the Iron Curtain. 

So I should like, if you please, sir, to just invite you to proceed 
now in your own way to give us the benefit of your appraisal of the 
situation. 

Mr. Lipski. Asa general remark, may I say this, that as you remem- 
ber, at the end of World War II, Central and Eastern Europe was 
occupied by the advancing Soviet troops, and Soviet Russia imposed 
in all these countries of Central and Eastern Europe Communist- 
sponsored governments. These Communist-sponsored governments 
were stooges of Moscow, and their aim was to communize those coun- 
tries and to link them from the diplomatic, from the military, and 
economic point of view with the Soviet bloc. 

Now, this situation went on until this year. I wouldn’t like to 
elaborate too much on these matters as they have been thoroughly 
investigated by the committee of the House presided over by Repre- 
sentative Kersten. One should remember that a common economic 
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plan has been established inside the Soviet bloc for the benefit of 
ussian general aims, and that under this economic plan there is 
exploitation of labor and exploitation of economic resources of all 
those countries. 

From a military point of view, the so-called Warsaw Pact is binding 
all these countries of the Soviet block in a system of defense under 
Moscow’s demand. 

Mr. Hermuicu. Excuse me, Mr. Lipski. 

What year was that, 1945? 

Mr. Lipski. No. It was after the formation of NATO. The 
commander of the forces under this pact is Marshal Konev. 

From the point of view of foreign policy, these countries had to 
follow strict directives from Moscow. The death of Stalin has brought 
about the well-known changes in the Kremlin, and a sort of de-Stalini- 
zation process has been underway for some time. 

With regard to Poland, a very important fact occurred on the 28th 
of June when the Polish workers in Poznan rose. This rising of 
Poznan had far-reaching consequences, not only inside Poland but 
also for the whole Soviet bloc. It showed, first of all, the fallacy of 
Communist slogans and Communist propaganda. 

May I mention some of these slogans? 

Since the Communists came to power in Russia in 1917, 1918, their 
main slogan was that it would be a workers’ government and that the 
workers would have privileged conditions under the Communist 
regimes. 

Now, in Poznan it has been revealed that the workers revolted for 
freedom and bread. In other words, that the state of misery went so 
far that they couldn’t stand any more of those appalling conditions of 
life and had to rise, risking death in a fight against guns and tanks. 

The Poznan rising has proved that the youth has not been com- 
munized in Poland, although communism was at work for 11 years. 
During the Poznan rising the young people were among those who 
protested and who were the most active. As a matter of fact, the 
entire population of the city joined, asking for freedom, bread, and 
independence from Russian rule. This was the bankruptcy of the 
Communist regime as demonstrated to the whole world. 

The Poznan uprising played a decisive role with regard to actual 
developments in Poland: It deepened the rift inside the Communist 
Party between the so-called Stalin group utterly subservient to direct 
Moscow interference in Polish internal life and those who favored 
de-Stalinization and equality in their relations with the Kremlin. 

The fact that this revolt had taken place showed the deep dissatis- 
faction of the masses in Poland with existing conditions, and popular 
pressure became stronger and stronger. Therefore the group of 
Cyrankiewicz-Ochab- and-Gomulka, the latter jailed in the days of 
Stalin for Titoist deviation had to take steps popular with the people 
to counter the dissatisfaction which was progressing. 

Mr. Arens. May I interpose a question there, Mr. Lipski? 

Do you make a distinction between Gomulka and his associates in 
their efforts to disassociate themselves from the Kremlin and the 
activities of the people, the rank and file of the people of Poland? 

Mr. Lipski. One must remember that the people in Poland, in the 
overwhelming majority, reject communism in toto. 
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_ Gomulka, after all, is a full-fledged Communist, although of a na- 
tional-Communist type. 

Mr. Owens. Of some long time? 

Mr. Lipski. He started very early. 

But under those conditions which I described—the de-Stalinization 
process and the pressure from below—the last moves which were made 
now in Poland are an effort of this group to appease the people. 

Now, here we are coming to the events of the last days. There is a 
general resentment in Poland against the Russian occupation of the 
country. 

Mr. Hermutcn. That is historic, is it not? 

Mr. Lipsxt. That is historic. It has been again revealed by the 
uprising in Poznan: “Out with the Russians” was written on the 

osters. The same facts have been revealed now, even more strikingly, 
in Hungary. People would like to get the Russian Army and the 
Russians out of this country. The fight inside the Politburo in Poland 
and the government had two purposes: 

Eliminate the pro-Stalinist and get out Rokossovsky, a Russian 
marshal, the Commander in Chief and Defense Minister under whose 
command is the so-called Polish Army “the Rokossovsky Army,” as 
it used to be called in Poland. Apart from that, there are Russian 
troops stationed in Poland at the lines of communication with the 
occupation forces in Eastern Germany and claiming to be there also 
under the Warsaw pact. 

This is how I look at the situation in Poland. These are only gen- 
eral remarks. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Lipski, how do you appraise the significance of 
these events from the standpoint of the West? 

Mr. Lirsxt. The positive side is that the people in Poland feel, as 
they used to feel always that they are Polish patriots and that they 
look for liberation and for freedom. This is certainly an important 
asset for the United States and for the free world in general. In 
other words, they do not accept morally the Russian supremacy. 

Mr. Arens. May I ask you a few specific questions ? 

Can the West trust Gomulka or his government ? 

Mr. Lipski. To answer this, one must always remember that he 
isa Communist. There is no doubt about that. 

Mr. Arens. How can the West, in your judgment, best take advan- 
tage of the situation which presently exists in ‘Poland ? 

Mr. Lipski. You mean how they could help? 

Mr. Arens. What should the West do, in your judgment, if 
anything ? 

r. Lipski. The West, first of all, should understand one thing, 
that there is this general trend in Poland and that the people in 
Poland, look for Frosdein of their country on a democratic basis. 
The great misery in Poland makes it imperative to help with food, 
clothing, medical supplies, and so forth. The Poles bitterly resent the 
presence of Russian troops and Russian military personnel whose 
withdrawal they strongly urge. 

The last developments, in my opinion, are positive but we must 
always remember that the fina] aim of the people is free elections 
and a free government of their own; that all these things which are 
ees today are but transitory. 

ir. Owens. Interim steps? 
Mr. Lipski. Interim steps; transitory. 
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On the other hand, you cannot compare the situation in Poland 
with the situation in Yugoslavia because the conditions are quite 
different. 

It would be, in my opinion, a mistake to go on reasoning that Tito- 
ism in Yugoslavia is just the same what the people in Poland want. 

Mr. Arens. To what extent is there a distinction or line of demarca- 
tion that can be drawn between the Gomulka government and the 
international Soviet operation ? 

Mr. Lipsxt. I don’t think this could yet be clearly defined. Com- 
munist government would never be completely independent of Soviet 
Russia. This I don’t think is possible. 

Mr. Hetmuicu. In other words, they will depend on Moscow for 
economic and military ties and for their maintenance in power? 

Mr. Lipsxt. Yes; although as I said they might for the time being 
try to appease the Polish people, make certain steps which might be 
helpful to the people in Poland. 

or instance, the release of the cardinal was very well received 
in Poland. 

Mr. Arens. Do you anticipate that that will be followed by what 
we would regard as freedom of religion in Poland, or do you feel that 
that is only a token offering made for the exclusive purpose of trying 
to appease the people ? 

r. Lipsxt. This is a complicated matter because it has to be 
worked out. There are many problems in relations between state and 
church. 

Mr. Owens. Mr. Arens, before we leave your point about what the 
West may or should do, I think it is important that we follow Mr. 
Lipski’s statement that he believes the recent developments are transi- 
tory steps and, in line with the question Mr. Arens asked you, do 
you believe that the masses of the Polish people ultimately would or 
could take it upon themselves to go beyond this transitory step and 
attain the status of a free country & themselves ? 

Mr. Lirsxt. This question is very difficult to answer because it de- 
pends on a great many things. I don’t think one can theoretically give 
an answer. I wanted to say this to show you the trend because, actu- 
ally, it’s much too early to make a very complete appraisal of the 
situation. After all, there is a general evolution or revolution, if you 
like, going on in the whole world, because there are many evolutionary 
elements playing in the whole world. 

It is much too early to make a complete appraisal of the Polish 
situation, and you cannot judge this situation without taking into 
consideration, for instance, the whole Russian policy, what they are 
aiming at, and what their de-Stalinization idea had to bring in the 
final result. 

Then you have to watch the present situation in Hungary and 
in other captive countries. 

So I wouldn’t risk to give a definite answer on that point. 

Mr. Owens. Is there any question in your mind, however, that that 
is the ultimate desire of the masses of the Polish people ? 

Mr. Lirsxi. No doubt. They would like to have, as I say, a demo- 
cratic system and have freedom and have a system where people can 
elect a government of their own choice. 
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Mr. Hermucu. In order to assist them in attaining that desire, 
Mr. Lipski, what positive steps do you and your group of free Poles 
believe might be taken by this or other western governments to aid 
them in attaining those desires? What could we do short of military 
intervention that would give inspiration or impetus to the Polish revo- 
lutionary groups ? 

Mr. Liesxt. I wouldn’t call them revolutionary groups even. It is 
a general trend and it is a moral element and moral resistance. 

Mr. Hermuicu. Nonetheless, it is a movement to throw off the 
shackles of Soviet control? 

Mr. Liesxi. Yes. They have, first of all, to be reassured that the 
West is interested in their fate; that this is not merely a moral obli- 
gation; that the West does not think that if they come to a certain 
point of development for the better, that the status quo would be 
accepted. 

Mr. Hermuicu. Suppose our Government should refuse to recog- 
nize the Gomulka regime; what would be the effect on the Polish 
people? 

Mr. Liesxr. As I said, it’s a transitory period and in my opinion 
the United States Government should constantly ask for freedom 
and unfettered elections. I would put it in this way. 

Mr. Hermuicn. This would mean the admission of parties other 
than the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lipsxi. Yes. Free and unfettered elections have been stipu- 
lated in some wartime agreements; for instance, in the agreement of 
the ist of January 1942, the so-called declaration by the United 
Nations, which was signed in Washington on the Ist of January 
1942, among all the countries taking part in the war with Hitler. 

Mr. Hermuicu. There are several agreements extant, calling for 
free elections and democratic parties ! 

Mr. Lipski. Yes. 

Mr. Hermuicu. Yet these agreements have never been implemented 
by the U.S. S. R.? 

Mr. Lipsxt. Yes. 

Mr. Hermuicu. If the United States Government should demand 
that those agreements be implemented, do you believe that this would 
have a forceful effect on the resistance groups—the groups who are 
resisting Communist control ¢ 

Mr. Lipski. Certainly it would be accepted as an expression of the 
understanding of their desires and wishes of the Polish people. 

Mr. Hermircn. Would it have any ill effect on them ? 

Mr. Liesxr. No; certainly not. 

Mr. Arens. Are there any other questions, gentlemen ? 

Are there any other observations you would like to make, Mr. 
Lipski ? 

Mr. Liresxr. Could I go off the record ? 

Mr. Arens. Certainly. 

Before we go off the record, I would like to express the thanks of 
the committee and the staff for your cooperation and time in coming 
today to give us the benefit of your views. 

(Whereupon, at 12:25 a. m., the staff consultation recessed until 
Thursday, November 1, 1956.) 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1956 


Unrrep States House or ReEepresentTATIvEsS, 
CoMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D. C. 


Srarr ConsuLTATIONS 


The folflowing staff consultations occurred at 11 a. m., Thursday, 
November 1, 1956, in room 226 of the House Office Building, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Staff members present: Richard Arens, director of the Committee 
on Un-American Activities; William F. Heimlich, consultant; and 
Richard S. Weil, staff member. 

Mr. Kuzniar (notary public). Will you stand and raise your right 
hand, please ? 

Do you solemnly swear in this matter to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Monsignor Varea. I do. 

Mr. Fapran. I do. 

Mr. Baranxovics. I do. 

Mr. Arens. Let the record show the presence of Msgr. Bela Varga, 
Mr. Bela Fabian, Mr. Stevan Barankovics, as well as the presence of 
Miss Martha G. Palmer, of the Hungarian National Council. 

We are delighted to welcome you today to one of our series of staff 
consultations which are being Ae at the direction of Representative 
Francis E. Walter, chairman of the committee, who felt it was in the 
public interest for the staff to solicit authoritative appraisals of events 
existing now in Poland, Hungary, and 1 or 2 other countries behind 
the Iron Curtain. 

I would respectfully suggest, in view of the press of time on Mon- 
signor Varga, that you give us just a brief sketch of your own per- 
sonal history and background, and your appraisal of the events which 
are transpiring, and have transpired in Hungary. Also add any 
comments or observations which you feel you would like to make. 


TESTIMONY OF RT. REV. MSGR. BELA VARGA, PRESIDENT, THE 
HUNGARIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL 


Monsignor Varea. You want me to give a biography ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. We have been kindly presented by Miss Palmer 
with a brief statement of your background which will be incorporated 
in the record,’ but we would like to have from you now a word on 
your background and experience. 


1See p. 40. 
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Monsignor Varca. I am a Roman Catholic priest in Hungary, canon 
of the Roman Catholic diocese of Veszprem, with the rank of an 
archdean. I was appointed canon and archdean by Joseph Mindszenty 
when Mindszenty was bishop of Veszprem. The rank of an archdean 
is second to the bishop in matters of administration of the diocese. 

I was appointed papal prelate by Pope Pius XII. 

I was last elected to the Parliament in Hungary in 1947. I escaped 
because the Russians wanted to imprison me. I escaped with the 
help of the American Army and came to America where we organized 
the Hungarian National Council, which means gathering an assembly 
of 80 former legislators elected by the Hungarian people, living not 
just in this country but living in other countries in the world. 

In our constitution, in the last accepted constitution of Hungary, 
I am President of the Republic, and on this basis it means when the 
President of the Republic is not free, the Vice President will take 
over his position and the President of the Republic was not free be- 
cause he was liquidated by the Russians. On this basis, as the Vice 
President of the Republic, I accepted here in America the election— 
not the election, but 1 took my power among the refugees and they ac- 
cepted me—the 80 former legislators, as the President of the National 
Hungarian Council of this assembly and the President of the execu- 
tive committee, which consists of 10 members. 

In this Hungarian National Council, without Nazis and without 
Communists, I represented all of the political lines of Hungary— 
social democrats, peasants, Christian democrats, democrats, and con- 
servatives. We work together with the Free Europe Committee here 
in America, and abroad. We have representatives in 16 countries in 
16 capitals, representing the people of Hungary. The Hungarian 
National Council is a representation of the Hungarian people be- 
cause all of the political lines of the country are represented in this 
assembly. 

- am now here, I live in New York, and I am very glad to be here 
today. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you, sir, for that statement of background. 

Now, Monsignor Varga, I ask you in a preliminary manner, what 
is your overall appraisal of the significance of the events which have 
been transpiring in Hungary in the course of the last several days? 

Monsignor Varea. We realized, and we knew here in the immigra- 
tion an my friends in the Hungarian National Council, that the 

eople of Hungary are not Communists. We used to say that the 

ommunists are just 2 or 3 percent of the population. But Hungary 
was perfectly controlled by the Russian Army, and you know the real 
ruler of these countries was, and is now, I think, the Russian Army, 
the commander of the Russian Army was the dictator, the tyrant of 
Hungary. We knew that the whole country is perfectly full with 
this Communist regime and they wanted to liberate themselves, but 
who could believe that a small nation, 10 million le, will defeat, 
in one sense, this tremendous Russian Republic, this Russian Army ! 

The whole world was trembling before the Russian Army. Even 
the most powerful state of the world, America, was so anxious about 
the Russian Army in Korea and other places, and that it would be per- 
haps a great disaster of the world if the Russians took over the other 
countries. 

What happened in Hungary, in my humble opinion ? 
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This small nation decided to fight for their freedom. 

Mr. Arens. Could I interpose a question right there, Monsignor 
Varga? I think it might be helpful in this record. 

Do you feel that the objective of the people was freedom from for- 
eign control or freedom from communism or freedom from both ! 

onsignor Varca. Freedom from both; freedom from foreign con- 
trol and freedom from communism. This small, little nation 
to fight for their freedom and began this fight against this tremendous 
Russian Army. Nobody believed, it was unbelievable, it was impos- 
sible that this small little nation would defeat the Russians. 

What happened ? 

I didn’t believe in the first days of this most wonderful freedom 
fight of my nation, and perhaps of the whole world. The youth, which 
was selected, educated, by the Communist Party and the Communists, 
thought that this youth was a perfectly Communist youth. The army 
was the army with officers educated by the Communists, controlled 
perfectly by the Russian Communists, by the Russian Army. The 
young workers, they thought that they had educated a new nation. 
They were proud of these young Hungarians; that they were Com- 
munists. 

These factors in Hungary began to fight, and what happened? They 
defeated the Russian Army. The Russians began to master the Hun- 
— people, but they couldn’t continue because the small little chil- 

ren were fighting against the Russian Army. It is unbelievable now 
what defeated the Russians. 

The Russians, as we now know, decided to leave the country. If it 
is going as it seems now, this small little nation, I repeat, in my humble 
opinion, liberated the countries behind the Iron Curtain. 

What was the weapon? 

This fight was a — fight, not just a religious fight, a fight of 
the culture, a fight of western Christian culture, and the spirit and the 
soul. The decision of a small nation was much stronger and is much 
anne than the tremendous Russian Army; that is my opinion about 
the Hungarian freedom battle. They have many martyrs; we don’t 
know how many thousands died for this purpose. The faith of the 
Russian people was broken. 

The Russians believe that their army is invincible. Now the Rus- 
sian soldier is leaving Budapest. As you saw in the papers, they are 
furious and they are sad because they suffered defeat now in Hungary. 

Mr. Arens. I should like to ask you two questions, and I will ask 
them both at the same time so you can consider them in your answer 
together. 

One is, What of the future? And, two, is, What, in your judgment, 
should be done by the West, and particularly the United States, in 
order to best take advantage for the causes In which we believe, as 
a result of the events which have transpired in Hungary? What of 
the future? What do you envision in the future, and what should 
we do about it? 

Monsignor Varea. We are fighting here our program, the program 
of the Hungarian National Council, to fight for the self-determination 
of the Hungarians, to fight for free elections under the control of the 
United Nations, and to be secured, assured, that the resu!t of the demo- 
cratic election we can keep this election, the results of this election, 





38 INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM 


and under the international control we begin our new democratic life 
of the country. 

Mr. Arens. At that point, are you sure, or do you feel confident, 
that victory has been won by the Hungarian people, or do you feel 
that it is only a temporary victory ? 1 

Monsignor Varea. I am afraid. You know what the Communists 
try to do. The Communists ask back the weapons from the people. 
I am afraid that the Communists will try to keep their Communist 
control ; that they will try to keep their Communist power in Hungary 
in their hands, but nobody knows the situation. The whole Hungarian 
armies are with the freedom fighters. When the Russians leave 
Hungary in this case, they will take over the power and in this case 
I believe that under international control we will have our democratic 
election, and on this basis of selection we will begin our new democratic 
life of the country. 

Mr. Arens. May I ask this question ? 

I apparently have not made myself clear. Do you feel that the 
withdrawal of the Soviet troops and the apparent relinquishment by 
the international Communist conspiracy of the grip on Hungary is 
only a temporary withdrawal, or do you think it’s permanent? 

Monsignor Varca. I am afraid that it is temporary. You know, 
the Hungarian Communists, we cannot know what is happening there 
now, but we know the Russian Communists and the Hungarian Com- 
munists, they will do everything to get the power, to get the power 
perhaps with Tito, because we have the proof now that no Tito exists 
in this country. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think there is a distinction to be made between 
the situation in Hungary today and the situation in Poland today? 


Monsignor Varea. The situation is perfectly obvious. In Poland 
they have the Titoists, in Hungary they fought against the Commu- 


nists, and they don’t know ~~ Titoists; even Nagy is just as much 


as a Communist in the eyes of the Hungarians. 

Mr. Arens. What do you think should be done in order for the West, 
our civilization which believes in the freedom of the individual, to 
best take advantage for the common cause as a result of the events 
which have transpired in Hungary ? 

Monsignor Varea. I am sorry “t didn’t understand. 

Mr. Arens. I will put it a little bit differently. 

What should we do in the United States? What should the Gov- 
ernment of the United States and the people of the United States, to 
your way of thinking, do in order to best take advantage of this situa- 
tion for the common cause? 

How could we best help ? 

Monsignor Varaa. We have to have now, the United States has to 
have, the Hungarian fighters, freedom fighters, because they are not 
revolters as I read in the newspapers. Commuism is not a revolution 
and the Commuists did not take over Hungary by revolution, so this 
is not a counterrevolution. The Communists took over Hungary from 
the hands of the Russian Army. It was not a Communist revolution 
in ey A revolution didn’t defeat the people. 

The Russian Army occupied Hungary and the Russian Army gave 
over the power to the Communists. These elements who are now 
fighting, the whole country, they are not counterrevolutionary ele- 
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ments, but they are real freedom fighters and they are convinced they 
are fighting for the freedom of all mankind. We have to help them. 

Mr. Arens. What would be the nature of that help? 

Monsignor Varca. They have many sick and many wounded, and I 
think the whole country is in a miserable situation. 

For instance, a winter in Hungary is very cold, and you know the 
coal miners are striking now, and we should send coal, send food, from 
America because really they are fighting, in my humble conviction, for 
the freedom of America. 

Mr. Arens. Does your organization, the Hungarian National Coun- 
cil, channel funds, su lies? 

Monsignor Varoa. We cannot collect because we are not American 
citizens. 

Mr. Arens. Monsignor Varga, events have been transpiring with 
such terrific speed in the course of the last several days, I Zp not know 
what, if anything, the Government of the United States is doing. 
Are you apprised of that ! 

Miss Parmer. There is an announcement this morning that they 
were going to send 2 tons of food. 

Monsignor Varea. Two tons is nothing. 

Mr. Arens. What are your suggestions along that line! 

Monsignor Varea. In my belief, they are fighting, these Hun- 
garians, for the freedom of all mankind. America has a tremendous 
surplus. Send it immediately to them. This is an opportunity to 
prove to the whole world that America is together with, everybody 
who is fighting for freedom. 

In America I learned that freedom is one and indivisible and I 
heard from the Americans that the borders of America everywhere 
were one where one man decides to fight for freedom. The borders, 
according to that, are with the hearts of the Hungarians fighting for 
freedom. 

Mr. Arens. What would be the reaction of the Hungarian people 
and of the cause of the West, if the Government of the United States 
would, forthwith, sever diplomatic relations with the Communist 
regime that has been in power in Hungary and promptly recognize 
the anti-Communist forces by whatever mode they may express them- 
selves as a government? What would be the effect of that action by 
this Government? 

Monsignor Varca. You know the whole country is anti-Communist, 
- and if the Russians will not oppress with weapons, this freedom battle, 
in a very few days we will have a government which is a government 
securing the free election in Hungary under international control. 

Mr. Arens. What would be the effect if the Government of the 
United States, as soon as this new government is formed, were to give 
diplomatic recognition of it? What would be the effect from the stand- 
point of the cause ? 

Monsignor Varea. In this case we have to recognize immediately 
this government, no question, because it is the government of the 
whole country. This freedom battle was not a battle of a socialist or 
a Christian or a conservative. Everybody was together—the workers, 
the peasants, the youth, the old people—everybody was fighting. The 
whole country is just behind it, and if a new government will be 
organized in Hungary, the United States has to recognize them. 
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Mr. Arens. What would you say is the lesson to the West of the 
events which have been transpiring in Hungary in the last several 
days? What is the lesson to the West? 

onsignor Varca. I am sorry a : 

Mr. Arens. Is there any lesson that the West can learn? What isthe 
moral or the lesson which we in this great country can learn from what 
has transpired in Hungary? 

Monsignor Varea. It is real, it is clear now, that the spirit and the 
love for freedom defeated the tyrants, you know. We have to now use 
this Hungarian case and tell to the Chinese and everywhere that in 
Hungary they are not Communists, —— just oppressed by gang- 
sters, to keep the hope in these people that the Hungarians defeated, 
and to tell to the Russian people because I am sure that the Russians 
lost faith in this Red army. e spirit can defeat the Communists. 

Mr. Arens. Colonel Heimlich has a question to ask. 

Mr. Hermricu. I wanted to ask this: 

Monsignor Varga has mentioned a number of times international 
election under the international control. 

Did you envision a committee set up under the United Nations 
or something outside the structure of the United Nations? 

Monsignor Varea. We have the United’ Nations, an organization 
for such purpose, and naturally the control has to be not by Com- 
munist states but the real control and to give an assurance that the 
result of - election—because I = perfectly sure that oe Com- 
munists will not get 5 percent in Hun , 3 percent perhaps—the 
results of this eg election we will be An to hy 

Mr. Hetmuicu. Do you anticipate that your organization with its 
exile or expatriot Hungarian political leaders might participate in 
such a thing? 

Monsignor Varea. Our duty, as Mr. Barankovics will tell, our duty, 
our program, is to fight for our principles, to fight for self-determina- 
tion of our people, and to fight for free elections under international 
control. This free election will tell who will be the leader of the 
country. 

STATEMENT———Mse6r. BELA VARGA 


Msgr. Béla Varga is President of the Hungarian National Council and Chair- 
man of its Executive Committee. He is a canon of the Roman Catholic diocese 
of Veszprém, Hungary, with the rank of an archdean. He was appointed canon 
and archdean by Joseph Mindszenty during the time when Mindszenty was 
bishop of Veszprém. The rank of an archdean is second to the bishop in matters 
of administration of the diocese. He was appointed papal prelate by Pope Pius 
XII. He is also exiled Speaker of the Hungarian Parliament. In 1945 Parlia- 
ment had one chamber. As the Speaker, he is the elected leader of the legisla- 
tive body chosen by the majority of the representatives. In many respect his 
rank corresponded to that of the rank of the President of the Senate of the 
United States. 

Monsignor Varga is the son of Hungarian farmers. He became a priest and in 
the course of his ecclesiastical career rose to the rank of archdean and canon 
of Veszprém. He was closely associated with Joseph Mindszenty. They studied 
in the same seminaries and their ecclesiastical careers ran side by side—with 
neighboring parishes in the same diocese. 

Monsignor Varga entered the political field in the early thirties when the 
Smallholder’s Party was under the direction of the late Gaston Gail, Hungarian 
political leader and monsignor’s close friend. The Smallholders’ Party advo- 
eated social reforms, land reform, improvement of democratic institutions, 
etc., and numbered many members of the Catholic clergy, as well as Protestant. 
Monsignor Varga was freely elected to Parliament in the 1989 elections. 
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During World War II the monsignor helped to save the lives of thousands of 
Polish and French political refugees and countless persecuted Jews. His rectory 
in Balatonboglfir became the real headquarters for the resistance movement in 
Hungary. He maintained a high school for the children of Polish refugees and 
did everything within his power to help those who had lost their country and 
homes. In acknowledgment of services rendered to the Polish underground, 
Monsignor Varga was named an honorary Polish citizen. 

After the occupation of Hungary by the Nazis in March 1944, the monsignor 
was sought by the Gestapo and was forced to hide in the country. For a time 
he was hidden by Cardinal Mindszenty who later sent him to Budapest to help 
save the Jews of the city. 

After the end of World War II he was arrested by the Russian authorities 
and sentenced to death by an NKEVD major acting as judge. He escaped by sheer 
luck. He soon became one of the central figures in Hungarian political life. 
At the first postwar elections held in 1945 he was again elected to Parliament 
defeating his opponent, the that time Communist leader of Hungary, Matthias 
Rikosi, by a huge margin. He was also a member of the National Council 
founded after the war to take the place temporarily of presidential authority. 
Monsignor Varga later renounced his post in the council when he refused to 
affirm a death sentence. In 1945 he was also elected Speaker of the Hungarian 
Parliament—a post he never relinquished, even after his escape from Hungary 
as a consequence of the Communist coup d’état of 1947. As the legally elected 
Speaker of the Parliament, Monsignor Varga became President of the Hungarian 
National Council, an organization of exiled Hungarian parliamentary repre- 
sentatives and statesmen, founded in the United States and representing the 
oppressed and silenced Hungarian nation. The headquarters of the Hungarian 
National Council is in New York. Its members are the exiled members of the 
Hungarian Parliament throughout the world. The Hungarian National Council 
has representatives in 18 different countries. The function of the council is to 
represent the interests of the silenced Hungarian people in every respect. 


Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest that we proceed next with 
Mr. Bela Fabian. 


TESTIMONY OF BELA FABIAN 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Bela Fabian, would you kindly give us on this 
record a thumbnail sketch of your own personal history, and then we 
will cause to be incorporated in this record the statement which you 
have submitted.? 

Mr. Fastan. I was born in the northern part of ey in the 
Tokay district, and after high school I was a law student in Budapest 
and Vienna. 

In the First World War, I became a prisoner of the Russian Army. 
I was an officer of the Austro-Hungarian Army. I was there during 
the revolution and I have seen what is happening there during the 
revolution. 

When the Russians, Communists, wanted Hungarian prisoners to 
take part in the fight against the bourgeoisie, then I published a state- 
ment in eastern Siberia against, and I said that the Hungarians 
shouldn’t go with them. Then I escaped. I went to Leningrad and 
I was there during the most interesting part of the revolution in the 
early months of 1918. Then I was there with false papers. I escaped 
with false papers from eastern Siberia and lived in Leningrad with 
false papers, and I escaped from Leningrad with false aya 

When I arrived in Hungary, it was my task to warn Europe and 
to warn the Hungarian people what the Communists are. I lectured, 
I wrote articles, I wrote one of my first books during the first war, 
the title of which was Methods, Means, and Results of Communist 


1See p. 48. 
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World Propaganda. Then I wrote other books, Six Horses, Forty 
Men, and then I wrote a book about Leningrad—what my experience 
was in Leningrad. 

When the Communists took over in 1919, I was the first man in 
Hungary arrested in 1919 by the new government of Bela Kun. 
Then after the revolution I was prevailed upon, and I became a mem- 
ber of the Hungarian Parliament. I was the youngest member of the 
Parliament. I was elected on the democratic ticket. 

In the Parliament I fought against both kinds of dictatorships, 
bolshevism and nazism, and after the Stalin pact, to emphasize this 
] want to tell you why, I was deported to Auschwitz concentration 
camp. I was the first man that escaped from the concentration camp. 

I ought the news to President Kisenhower’s headquarters. At 
first I was in General Patton’s headquarters when I came over to the 
American Army. I escaped through the German lines to the Ameri- 
can Army. I brought the first news of what is happening in the 
concentration camps, and Mr. C. D. Jackson and Mr. Richard Cross- 
man, who was the chief representative of the English Government at 
Mr. Eisenhower’s headquarters, and Mr. Paley, who is with Columbia 
Broadcasting, they were all connected with psychological warfare and 
they aaked me when I arrived in Paris, “Mr. Fabian, when do you go 
home?’ 

I said that not until the Russians have left. 

They said, “Why ?” 

I said, “You can’t make a compromise with the Russians.” 

Then I stayed in Paris until 1948. 

First, may I show you something? It may be that you have never 
seen such. 

The most important political prisoners, the other prisoners—— 

Mr. Arens. You are showing us now, so the record will reflect it, 
your left arm, on which are inscribed certain words or letters, B—12345. 
So that the record will reflect, that is tattooed on your arm? 

Mr. Fasran. Yes. I show you because some days ago, on October 
28, in the Security Council of the United Nations, Mr. Sobelov, the 
Russian delegate, made a statement, which statement I didn’t have, 
and I never had a possibility to contradict it because the Security 
Council does not take witnesses. 

He said: 

A certain Bela Fabian, one of the leaders of the Fascist so-called Hungarian 
National Council, openly admitted in the United States press on October 27 
that he was a leader in the United States of the now Fascist underground move- 


ment, and said preparation for counterrevolution—uprising in Hungary, as he 
called it—had begun as early as June 27, 1956. 


He continues: 


Bela Varga, another leader of this organization, recently made a special tour 
of the European countries, where he conferred with representatives of the Hun- 
garian antipopular. underground movement, was reported in the New York 
Herald Tribune of the 24th of Octeber. 

I must tell you, I beg your pardon, that Mr. Sobelov can say every- 
thing that he wants, only his Government and not my Government 
made a pact with Hitler and, as a consequence of this pact, I was de- 
ported to Auschwitz and he has no right to call me a Fascist. It is 
true that everybody who is not a Communist, is a Fascist. 

Then he says about the underground—I beg your pardon, and I 
must take the opportunity here and I am very glad that I can say so— 
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in the Hungarian underground there are and there were 13 million 
members, because everybody who is a Hungarian and who feels as a 
Hungarian is in this underground, and this underground, all the 
underground everywhere in the Soviet orbit, has no leader in the 
underground because it is just impossible under Russian domination 
to have underground cells and underground leaders because they 
liquidate them. So everybody is a leader for himself. 

n the past, everybody harmed the Russian cause where he could. 
In the case of the factory worker and peasant, the peasant didn’t 
produce because he didn’t want to produce for them. The factory 
worker didn’t want to produce for them, and this is more important. 
There is a silent revolution everywhere in the Soviet orbit—in Soviet 
Russia, in Czechoslovakia, in Hungary—everywhere, because the 
people everywhere hate the Russians. i 

What re did, it is just a Hungarian thing. They had 
courage. In Russia the poems, the Red army, if in Russia some- 
thing would happen, the Red army would do the same thing, what the 
Hungarian Red army did, because the Red armies everywhere behind 
the Iron Curtain are with the people. They are from the blood of the 
people and they are for the people. If the Red army were not con- 
trolled by Communist spy organizations, the Smerth organization, 
which means death to the spies, this organization is the key organiza- 
tion everywhere in the Russian Army and in the satellite armies. 

The commandants, they are encircled by the members—his orderly, 
his chauffeur, and the next man around him—so that this is how they 
control the army. 

Why do you think all these Hungarian youths were anti-Commu- 
nists? The students of Moscow, the students of Bucharest, Sofia, and 
Poznan, everywhere, you see you cannot educate the people for slavery. 
You see it was a big mistake of the West that they thought those new 

enerations couldn’t know anything about the past. You must not 
ow anything about the past, and without knowing anything about 
it, you cannot envision how these 10- and ieyeue-obt children fought 
or the Soviet tanks in Budapest. You cannot educate them. 
There were their grandmothers, and on the day of the Hungarian 
uprising, I want to express my highest esteem for the grandmothers 
everywhere behind the Iron Curtain. 

You see the people who are working, the parents who are working, 
the children are at home, and so everywhere in Russia they bring the 
grandparents from the country and these grandparents, they always 
call the attention of the children to what happened. They are the 
history of the people. They are the education, the school. There 
is an education with the grandmother. The grandmother has some 
old stuff and she shows them, “Now we get such clothes as you have 
and in times past we had these clothes.” 

The grandmother talks about the old times, what happened in old 
times, so that the grandmothers are the big revolutionary force be- 
hind the Iron Curtain, and against the grandmothers they cannot 
— What can they do against a 65-year old ndmother who 
tells her children fairytales and about the truth. ey arrest her? 

In the families of the Communist leaders, the grandmother is al- 
ways the conservative who tells about what happened. The youth is 
not against freedom. The youth is and will be always for freedons, 
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and you can’t intimidate 80-year-old people, and you can never in- 
timidate young people. They use the first possibility to raise their 
wares or fists or strangle. 

ere we have in Germany and in Hungary 10,000 people who came 
recently back from Russia, who were released from the concentration 
camps. They were together in the cencentration camps with millions 
and millions of working people who were deported from all parts of 
the Soviet Union and from all parts of the Soviet orbit. These people 
are coming every day and these people have the best reports, and now 
we know that in these concentration camps everywhere, it is not a 
secret so I can talk about it openly, the Russians know about it, they 
know it and they can’t do anything about it. All the nationalities in 
the concentration camps are organized in Russia into secret societies. 
When the possibility arrives, as arrived after 1953 in Kolyma, Kar- 
ganda, Vorkuta, in the northeast, in Tiflis, in Armenia, and every- 
where, there was not any more silence; there were strikes and 
revolutions. 

The Russian Army, who controls them, they joined this revolution. 
The revolution lasted 3 months, and after 3 months, when they have 
seen that local forces are not enough to suppress this revolution, they 
brought “green caps,” MVD. They brought them from Leningrad 
and from Russia and they just mowed the people in the concentration 
camps. One single day, 1,200 people were killed in Vorkuta. People 
don’t know, anything about it because there is no newspaper in the 
Soviet Union which would publish it. When somebody will be 
released or escapes, then he tells about it. 

How can you imagine this in the breadbasket of the whole world ? 
Is it true than in 1913 the breadbasket was Russia? In 1913 Russia, 
Czarist Russia, exported 9 million tons of grain, and now they are 
importing grain from the Argentine, from Canada, and from every- 
where in the world world. Why? 

If somebody wants to know what is happening in Russia, he should 
read Mr. Khrushchev’s speech, January 25, 1955, and I have a copy 
of this speech, where he said that 25 percent of the harvest is lost 
because the harvest will be delayed. They are harvesting 40 days. 
What is happening? ? 

They have the combines and they have all the machines, but the 
machines don’t work. Nobody is there to do the repair because every- 
body is interested in “don’t get the food.” 

Mr. Khrushchev said in the same speech that the pigs which are 
delivered to the states, are 33 kilograms, which means around 70 
pounds. What does it mean? Sabotage everywhere. 

I quote again Mr. Khrushchev, who said that the cows, the cattle 
which will be delivered to the Soviet Union, to the Ministry, arrives in 
the big cities of the Soviet Union as bone and skin. Why? Because 
the railroad men and because the officers which have the duty to take 
care of them don’t give them to eat and don’t give them to drink. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think that there ought to be a heavy burden 
on the conscience of the West for maintaining diplomatic relations 
with the masters of the Kremlin who have been enslaving the people 
of Hungary? 

Mr. FastAn. I would be very happy if you would give me the op- 
portunity now to answer this problem. I want to answer it. 





INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM 45 


You see, there are two possibilities for the West. You join the 
Communist government or you join the people. If you want to have 
freedom behind the Iron Curtain, everywhere behind the Iron Curtain, 
then you must be friends with the people and not with the government. 
So what I would say, what I would say, please do not discourage the 
peoples behind the Iron Curtain. 

r. Arens. Does it discourage the people behind the Iron Curtain 
to have the West endow the international bandits of the Kremlin with 
the aura of respectability which comes from diplomatic recognition ? 

Mr. Fasian, You see, I cannot give suggestions in high policy. I 
am just a witness and I am just a little man. 

r. AreNs. What would be the result behind the Iron Curtain if 
the Government of the United States tomorrow morning would sever 
diplomatic relations with the international bandits of the Kremlin and 
“<i we will no longer en in this moral ruse to the world? 

r. Fasran. I cannot predict, only what I think. 

You see, when the Soviet Union was in a very bad situation, it was 
always helped by the West. In 1920, the Russian Revolution was on 
the verge of the ab They were lost. They had no shoes, they had 
no clothes. When I was there, everybody sabotaged them. I don’t talk 
about the army. I lived on the Sergi Street, and my neighbors 
was the biggest factory in Leningrad, the bi gest factory in the whole 
Soviet Union. I went over every day and wanted to know what is 
on their mind. In 1920 they were on the verge and they got food 
from the world. Then they didn’t have industry and engineers from 
the whole world came to make an industry for them because the 
Russian engineers sabotaged. 

I don’t want to tell the whole history. There is one problem, you 
or them. It is just impossible to make an agreement. It is just im- 
sag to make a compromise. The history of the Hungarians shows 
that. 

I came in 1928 to this country as a delegate of the Hungarian 
Parliament to unveil a monument in New York. I came to Wash- 
ington. I tried to tell everybody what will happen with Hitler and, 
I beg your pardon, I didn’t prevail. Nobody wanted to believe me. 

The same situation is here. You cannot make friends with Soviets— 
not Russians, because the Russians are your allies—you cannot make 
friends with the Soviet gangsters. 

Mr. Arens. What was the reaction behind the Iron Curtain of the 
rank and file of these people who are now fighting for liberty when 
they saw the President of the United States at Geneva with these inter- 
national gangsters to build peace in the world with their oppressors ? 

Mr. Fasran. On the first page of the paper, I think I must talk 
frankly, on the first page of the Communist newspaper, we have seen 
the pictures from Geneva. They went everywhere and said to the 
Hungarians, and they said to all the people behind the Iron Curtain, 
“Why don’t you play ball with us? Why do you resist? Why don’t 
you take part in the production? You see that those people who are 
your hope are our friends.” 

So the impact of Geneva was not very encouraging, only I must say 
that in Philadelphia, 3 days after coming back from Geneva, Presi- 
dent Eisenhower made a speech and this apes was received behind 
the Iron Curtain as a torch of freedom. He said that Geneva doesn’t 
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mean they want tocompromise. He said Geneva means only that they 
tried to show the sald, 

Mr. Arens. Do you not think it is morally wrong and to the detri- 
ment of the cause of freedom everywhere for the Government of the 
United States to maintain diplomatic relations with the international 
pa of the Kremlin? 

r. Fantan. You see, this is a high policy question. This is not a 
question for me. I am not an American citizen. I am just a Hun- 
garian refu 

Mr. Arens. Now, then, may I ask you, sir, what in your judgment 
should be done by the West to take advantage for the common cause 
of freedom of the events which have been transpiring in the last 
few days in Hungary ? 

Mr. Fasran. if you would say with strong words—not with words, 
but with deeds—that everywhere there is the flag of revolution and 
freedom ; this is the American flag; that America stands for freedom ; 
that America was founded on freedom and the western countries will 
never betray freedom. So that at first, I think around 1948 in Ber- 
lin where I met you, Mr. Heimlich, I said that to you? 

Mr. Hermuion. Yes. 

Mr. Fasran. Don’t do it with words. If I am the American Gov- 
ernment and I am the West, I don’t go to private organizations and 
this private organization should give help. The Berlin airlift has 
taught us what the West should do. 

General Clay in Berlin has shown the world that the Russians 
are cowards when they see force. The Berlin airlift in 1948 saved 
the world. I was this time in Paris, and I can tell you, and I am 
a witness, that in 1948 in Paris, before the Berlin airlift, the whole 
of Paris and the whole of France was very much afraid that the 
Soviets will come from Berlin to Paris, and this was the first step to 
conquer Europe. I live on 37 Rue DeLovengal in Paris. I had a 
very good friend in the French Government, and one friend of mine 
came to me and said, “Bela, don’t stay in Paris. We have bad news.” 
This was before the Berlin airlift. He said, “We have very bad 
news. 

The Ramadier government was very honest, but they couldn’t 
do very much. A friend of mine who is now a member of the French 
Government took me around and he showed me. He said, “Here are 
7 signs for communism and not 1 for the bourgeoisie.” 

he past is to teach us what to do. 

Please, prepare an airlift to Hungary. Nobody can prevent the 
sean pilots from transporting food, medicine, clothes to 

ungary. 

Mr. Argns. Colonel, do you have a question that you would like to 

ose ? 
Mr. Hermuicnu. I would like to ask Mr. Fabian in this connection 
whether or not this might not be accomplished, this aid to Hungary, 
through Austria, since there is a historic friendship that exists be- 
tween the Austrian people and the Hungarian people? 

Mr. Fasran. Yes. 

Mr. Hermuicu. And that frontier, I understand, is now open ? 

Mr. Fasian. Half open. It’s closed now. 

Mr. AreNns. By what route could this Government then give aid in 
the form of food, clothing, and medical supplies? 
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Mr. Fasian. I don’t want to slip in Hungary. You must give a 
show to the whole world. 

Mr. AreNns. You mean make it obvious to the world that this Gov- 
ernment is determined to implement its conversations with action in 
the form of direct assistance to those people who are genuinely fighting 
the Communists? 

Mr. Fapran. Show the world, and give a sign. God gave a sign 
to Moses. Why not the Uni States should give a sign, if God 
found it necessary to give a sign to the people? Why not America! 

The Berlin airlift saved the world, and God bless General Clay. 
The Hungarians came to save the world. Everybody in this country 
is talking about third world war, about the hydrogen bomb, and 
about the atomic bomb, and what it will do with the world. If you 
don’t want to have a third world war, if you don’t want to be atom 
bombed, here you have the possibility to save the world without a 
single battle. 

Mr. Hermuicn. Mr. Fabian, what is your appraisal of the Nagy 


ef 
r. Fabian. — I am too optimistic, but they don’t exist. 

Mr. Hermuicu. How long do you believe it will take before that is 
an obvious accomplished fact ? 

Mr. Fasran. Days. Now you see why I am here begging the Ameri- 
can Government and the public opinion to organize a second Berlin 
airlift. Iam begging you because I want to have order in my country 
and if people have no food, people have no medicine, then God save us. 

The monsignor said the possibilities of what will happen. 

You see, if you don’t help the people, then the Communists will 
use the opportanity to incite the people against the new regime. I 
am more afraid always of the friendly bear. 

Mr. Arens. Of the what? 

Mr. Fasran. Friendly bear. One step back and two steps forward. 
1 heard Lenin when he said that the road to Paris leads through 
Peking and the road to London leads through New Delhi, and you 
see, in my mind was the thought that the road to Washington leads 
through Paris and London. So that the purpose is that what they 
want, they want to sneak in every situation. They will not give up 
Hungary, they will not give up Poland. There are the secret agents, 
the cells, always everywhere working, and if they suffer defeat, it 
doesn’t mean that they suffer the defeat. 

There cannot be production in Russia until the people have 
somewhere in the world one place where they can keep their house. 

The Hungarian National Council is important because, without the 
Hungarian National Council, the people in Hungary wouldn’t have 
somebody on whom to focus their hopes. 

What I want to tell you again and again and again, please don’t 
hesitate. I don’t want that you send one soldier to Hungary. You 
should send some delegation to Hungary very soon, some official dele- 
=— and unofficial delegations, because the people which have the 

ope in the United States should see that the United States is embrac- 
ing and is joining with them in their joy. So that I would say please, 
where is Genera Cig: the hero of the Berlin Airlift? The second 
Berlin airlift should be organized. Nobody can say that you have 
no right to help the people in Hungary in its big misery with food, 
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with medicine. I don’t ask weapons today from you. I ask only 
signs of encour ent. 

The impact of an airlift would be worth more than two American 
armies over dasa "The airlift should be done as you did it in Berlin. 
It means that 500 air transporters brought every day food, brought 
were day coal ; is it true, Colonel ? 

Hermnicu. Yes. 


STATEMENT or BELA FARIAN 


I was born on August 13, 1889, in Tallya, a small Hungarian town in the Tokay 
wine-growing district. 

I attended gymnasium at Kassa and S&toraljaujhely, and studied law and 
political science at the Universities of Budapest and Vienna. 

Upon receipt of my bachelor of laws degree, I became a law clerk in the office 
of William Vazsonyi, an outstanding legal authority, founder of the Democratic 
Party in Hungary, and later Minister of Justice in 1918. 

I served as an officer of the Austro-Hungarian Army in the First World War 
and was captured by the Russians in 1915. I spent 1 year in a POW camp in 
Tashkent, middle Asia, where I had the occasion to learn the Russian language. 
While POW officers were properly treated by the authorities of Czarist Russia, 
the rank-and-file prisoners of war were worked to death on a starvation diet and 
succumbed by the thousands to epidemics such as typhus. I felt compelled to 
organize a protest against their inhuman treatment and consequently, was sent 
to a punitive camp at Krasnaya Riechka, 500 miles north of Vladivostok. There 
I became the editor of the camp’s daily and weekly newspaper. 

The outbreak of the Russian revolution in 1917 was acclaimed by most of 
the POW’s, not only because they hoped that the war would end, and that they 
would be able to go home, but because they believed that it would bring freedom 
and democracy to the Russian people. However, as soon as the Communists 
took over, most of them became disillusioned. Seeing that instead of sending 
us home, the Bolsheviks recruited POW’s into the Red Guard, I wrote articles 
warning my fellow prisoners not to comply. Because of this my life was in 
danger and I had not other choice than to escape. Early in 1918, with the help 
of false papers, as 1 of a group of 5 escapees, I traveled 6,000 miles to Leningrad, 
witnessing civil war, destruction, and mass brutality on my way. At the time 
of the negotiations and conclusion of the Brest-Litovsk peace treaty, I lived in 
Leningrad under an assumed name. The city was in the grip of a cruel fratricidal 
war, launched by the Bolsheviks against all other political parties, first of all 
against democrats and progressives. 

Later in Hungary, I wrote about my experiences in Russian captivity, about 
my escape, and the revolutionary turmoil I had had occasion to witness in Lenin- 
grad. Two of my books, Russian Inferno, and Petrograd, were published in 
1920, Six Horses—Forty Men, and Thousand Men Without Women in 1928 and 
1929, 

My early contact with the epochal transformation in Russia, helped me in 
evaluating the significance and consequences of a Communist revolution on 
the entire world. Spurred by the irresistible urge to open the eyes of true 
democrats in Hungary to the vital truth about Russian communism, I managed 
to escape once more through the Russian and German front lines, and to return 
to Budapest. 

Upon my arrival home in April 1918, I found that the progressive elements 
there firmly believed that communism was the final stage in the organic evolution 
of democracy. I did my best to tell them the unbiased truth. I lectured and 
wrote articles about the major aspects of the early Soviet system and sinister 
consequences they would have upon the world. My lectures and articles were 
published in a book entitled ““Russia’s Decay under Bolshevik Rule,” in 1919. 

Needless to say that these revealing publications made me the target of 
venomous attacks by the extreme left, and the victim of the indifference and 
incredulity of naive middle-class intellectuals. Small wonder therefore that I 
was among the first to be arrested, and was placed in solitary confinement at the 
direct order of Béla Kun, when he and his Communist regime came to power 
in Hungary, in March 1919. 

After the downfall of the short-lived Communist dictatorship, the other ex- 
treme, the White Terror regime temporarily won upper hand in Hungary, sub- 
jecting thousands of innocent victims to cruel sufferings along with the guilty. 
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I now considered it my foremost duty to jevote my energies to the defense and 
protection of these innocent victims of persecution. In my public activities I 
fought for the principle that not counter revolutionary terrorism but democratic 
lawfulness was the only safe and constructive answer to the onslaught of 
bolshevism. My universal antitotalitarian message found systematic expres- 
sion in three essays, published under the titles, ““The Russian Pattern,” “Methods, 
Means, and Results of Bolsheviki World Propaganda,” and “The Russian Counter- 
Revolution.” 

This fight against both forms of extreme reaction, as well as my advocacy of 
the cause of White Terror victims, placed me once again into the focus of the 
same hatred that I had to endure on the part of the Communists. Asa result my 
struggle did not remain confined to public forums—but as was customary at 
that time in our part of the world—I had to fight numerous duels with sword 
and pistol in defense of my principles. 

From 1918 to 1921, I was judge of the criminal court of Budapest. 

In 1920, I was elected member of the Budapest municipal council, and in 1922, 
a member of the Hungarian Parliament by the largest electoral district in Hun- 
gary, the Budapest suburban district. I had the honor to represent this dis- 
trict for 17 consecutive years on the Democratic Party ticket. 

In 1928, as a delegate of the Hungarian Parliament, I participated in the 
unveiling ceremony of the Kossuth Monument on Riverside Drive in New York. 
On my return I founded the Liberty Club—with the Statue of Liberty as its 
emblem—for the promotion of western democratic ideals in Hungary. 

Throughout the period which ended with the engulfment of Europe by the Nazis, 
I continued to fight, in and out of Parliament, against both gigantic centers of 
totalitarian aggression: Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union. At the beginning 
my warnings against the impending world menace of Nazism were received with 
the same mocking incredulity as my earlier predictions concerning Communist 
danger. 

When the Germans invaded Hungary in 1944, I was deported to the concentra- 
tion camps of Auschwitz, Oranienburg, Sachsenhausen, and Ohrdruf. In March 
1945, I escaped from Ohrdruf, and succeeded to get through to the United States 
Army. They sent me on to Paris where I wrote a brochure on Nazi concentration 
camps for psychological warfare (Mr. C. D. Jackson) and made several propa- 
ganda broadcasts from Luxembourg and Paris, 

Although the democratic members of the postwar Hungarian Government 
urged me to return home, I decided to stay in the West, because it was clear to 
me from the beginning that any coexistence with the Communists, who demand 
total surrender, would never be possible. 

I lived in Paris from April 1945, until September 1948, and arrived in New 
York on October 9, 1948. 

I am a member of the executive committee of the Hungarian National Council 
in New York, from the time of its formation in July 1948, and the chairman of the 
information committee of the Assembly of Captive European Nations (ACEN) 
since 1955. 

I am the author of the book, Cardinal Mindszenty, published by Scribners’ in 
1949, I felt that it was my duty to present a true picture of this great man 
who had fought both Nazis and Communists, and who had saved the lives of 
many innocent victims of nazism, and whom the Communists decried as reac- 
tionary and as anti-Semite. I also wanted to show the world—what was little 
- known then—how the Communists through their ruthless methods, reduce the 
strongest and bravest to human wrecks. 

Since 1948 a succession of my letters and articles were published in American 
dailies, weeklies, and magazines, such as the New York Times, the New York 
Herald Tribune, New York World Telegram and Sun, the Washington Post and 
Times Herald, This Week magazine, Parade, America, Commentary, New Leader, 
and the Readers’ Digest. My letters and articles dealt with communism in prac- 
tice, deportation, concentration camps, political prisoners, Soviet colonialism, 
the infiltration of religious and clergy, and the upbringing of youth in the Commu- 
nist spirit. I also discussed these questions on radio and television, in numerous 
press conferences and interviews. 

Recently, I launched a press campaign against Bulganin’s and Khrushchev’s 
visit to London, in the London newspapers, Time and Tide, Daily Mail, Daily Tel- 
egraph, Daily Express, and the Times, as well as in the United States, in Time 
ran aie the New York Herald Tribune, the Washington Post, and in the New 

or es. 
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Mr. Arens. Let the record show the return to this staff consultation 
by Monsigner Varga. 


TESTIMONY OF RT. REV. MSGR. BELA VARGA—Resumed 


Monsignor Varea. I am very glad that I am here when you will 
hear from Mr. Barankovics because he is a very important member. 

Mr. Arens. Would you direct your attention, please, to the problem 
of aid to the Hungarian people in this very desperate situation in 
which they find themselves ? 

Monsignor Varaa. I just left the offices of Mr. George Meany of the 
A. F. of and I told him that he was a man who me always encour- 
aged the Hungarians, and the Hungarian workers believe in him. 
Now when something miraculous has happened in Hungary, the 
workers, the trade unions, have to help the Hongerian workers and 
the whole nation. 

In this case, if they help them, Hungary will not be just a bulwark 
of Christianity, not a bulwark of the western civilization, but Hungary 
will be the bulwark of free trade unions of the whole world because it 
is very, ener against Russian enslavement. 

I asked him to send coal, to send this tremendous surplus of America 
which everybody knows that it is a burden for America to keep this 
surplus; that what was sent until now, it is nothing for 10 million 
people because the workers were striking and they are striking even 
now to have the successful fight. 

Mr. Arens. Isn’t the Hungarian Government under the control of 
the Communists ? 

Monsignor Varea. The Communist government there is just as 
bad. Nagy was educated in Moscow, aril the Minister for the Interior 
isa very bad Communist. 

Mr. ns. To whom could we send supplies ? 

Monsignor Varaa. To control people that this help will be distrib- 
uted and not just for Communist Party members. It is very easy to 
control. 

I am a Catholic priest, but even in this case, if the trade unions will 
send to the Catholic cardinal, perhaps some Protestants and other 
denominations will say that it was just given to the Catholics. But I 
am sure that the cardinal in his person is absolute assurance that every- 
thing will be distributed to people who need it. 

Mr. Fasran. The Americans should send eo to distribute 
food and everything. Nobody will say “No.” They are asking for 
help and now you have the right to send delegations. 

Monsignor Varca. We don’t know what is in Hungary now. The 
cardinal is back in his position. The Catholic Church, Bishop Ordas 
is back in his position. The church is a functioning organization in 
Hungary, Protestant and Catholic churches. I am sure that they are 
perfectly organized and they will be good channels for distribution, 
the church, and I am sure that the Protestants and the Catholics will 
convey and there won’t be any difference among them. 

Mr. Wem. I just wanted to point out that such a nationwide 
endeavor is now being undertaken. 

Mr. Fastan. I say with the airlift. If you want to have a political 
impact everywhere behind the curtain, it 1s very important what pri- 
vate organizations are doing, only I would do it officially, the official 
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America comes to the help of the oppressed peoples. This has an 
impact. ae 
Germany was helped and saved in 1948 by the German airlift. 


TESTIMONY OF STEVAN BARANKOVICS 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Barankovics, may we have a statement from you, 
first of all, with respect to your own personal background and expe- 
riences ¢ 

Mr. Barankovics. I was born December 13, 1906, in Polgar, Hun- 
gary. I finished my law studies at the University of Budapest and | 
received my doctorate. I was editor of several Hungarian monthly, 
weekly, and daily papers. I was editor-in-chief of Magyar-Nemzet, 
the largest Hungarian anti-Nazi newspaper, until the Nazi occupation 
of Hungary March 19, 1944. 

I was leader of the Democratic Peoples’ Party. The program of 
this party was based on natural law and Christian political and socia! 
pene. Our party was the largest opposition party in Hungary 

tween 1945 and 1949. Our party did not participate with the Com- 
munists in the coalition. Our party was dissolved in 1949, in Febru- 
ary; I escaped from Hungary and came to the United States in 1951, 
September. Now I am a member of the executive committee of the 
Hungarian National Council. Iam living in New York. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Baranxovics. I am sorry, sir; I don’t speak fluent English 
and I don’t understand fluent speech. I would like to ask Mr. Fabian 
to translate your questions and my answers. 

Mr. Arens. I don’t want to dissent from your desires, sir, but thus 
far your English is excellent. It is agreeable with us either way, and 
we certainly want to accord with your wishes. 

Mr. Fapian. I am very much surprised because he learned the 
English language in 1 year and I didn’t know he made such a progress, 
his accent is perfect. 

Mr. Arrens. May I pose this question to our friend, Mr. Baran- 
kovics? 

Would you kindly give us your analysis of the events of the last 
several days in Hungary, your appraisal of those events, and your 
suggestion as to what, in your judgment, could be done and should be 
done by the West to best take advantage for the common cause of 
those events ? 

Mr. Barankovics. It is not a counterrevolution in Hungary. It was 
not a people’s revolution in Hungary in 1945 which started the Com- 
munist regime in Hungary. The Communist regime in Hungary was 
started and installed by Russian weapons. This is an uprising against 
Communist oppression and this is not a counterrevolution. This is a 
freedom fight. The whole uprising was not made up by underground. 
Several factors and circumstances in Hungary gave the possibility for 
the people to come out in the open. 

It is the whole people who participated in the uprising because the 
whole people wanted eeadoes and liberation. This is an uprising that 
has no political and no military leaders. Under the circumstances 
which are prevailing now there were no visible leaders in the uprising. 

I think the person of Cardinal Mindszenty may become a leading 
person of it. 
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The news which is coming from Hungary was to the effect that 
among the revolutionaries were a lot of embittered Communists; that 
is what the news was. The situation in Hungary is fluid. There is 
no doubt that the Hungarian people won a big victory over these 
oppressors. 

at will happen in Hungary and what will be the results of the 
Hungarian revolution depends on the reaction of the world. The 
Soviets did not say the last word in the Hungarian problem. I think 
that the Kremlin did not make a final decision as to what they should 
do after the uprisings in the countries behind the Iron Curtain. 

There are three possibilities for the Soviets. The first possibility 
is to come back with terror to get them again in hand. The second 
possibility is that they make an agreement with the countries behind 
the Iron Curtain that there should be regimes, militarily and politi- 
cally, friendly toward the Soviet Union. 

There is a third possibility, too. Perhaps the Kremlin plans a 
radical change of its Central-Eastern European policy. The Soviet 
Union subjugated these countries to enlarge its military power. The 
Hungarian uprising has shown that enslaved people do not enlarge 
the military power of the Soviet Union but just the contrary. If they 
are to suppress these people, they must keep 20 or 26 or more divisions 
in these countries, Soviet divisions, naturally. 

The Soviet Union’s military power will be decreased by those 
divisions which will be kept in these oppressed countries. The Soviets 
may think it better that these countries be neutral, forming a cordon 
sanitaire. This cordon sanitaire would mean for the Russians that 
their country, their orbit, would not be in direct connection with the 
Western European countries. They would be isolated from the West. 
This is a military security for Soviet Russia. The western countries 
will never do anything that would hurt the neutrality of these coun- 
tries which would belong to the cordon sanitaire. All these would 
mean an evolution of the Soviet politics. 

The main problem is how the Western World will react. If you 
abandon these people which raised now in a revolution, then there 
is no doubt that new Soviet oppression of these countries will start 
again. . 

Mr. Arens. What do you mean by that? 

Mr. Baranxovics. It is the first problem: What will the United 
Nations do? Will they condemn Soviet Russia for what it has done 
in Hungary or not? But even the condemnation would be only a 
moral support. Can you agree with the Titoist regime in the Com- 
munist countries? Supporting a Titoist regime behind the Iron 
Curtain means the support of a Communist regime. 

Mr. Arens. Let me interpose this question right there: 

What is your judgment as to the effectiveness of a policy by the 
West to underwrite or to assist a Titoist regime ? 

Mr. Baranxovics. If the purpose is tactical, and if you want to 
loose the links between the Soviet Union and the satellites, it may 


be useful; but there should be a limit beyond which the support of 
Titoist regimes would mean to stabilize communism by the West. 
This would be a grave mistake. 

These people do not intend to switch yokes, Muscovite communism 
to national communism, but these people want real freedom. They 


hope that the United States will support them since they want to get 
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their freedom, real freedom—not national communism, not another 
form of Communist dictatorship. 

Apart from all this it is very important that the suffering Hun- 
= ion get aid in medicines and in food and in fuel, and so 

orth e misery is bigger in Hu uy oes than under the Com- 
munist regime. If you don’t help the ungarian people with food, 
with clothes, and with other materials, they will see that they are in 
bigger miseries than they were under the Communists. It would 
demoralize the people. 

Big help is needed now. 

The other problem: Who will distribute all this in Hungary? 

I heard mention the Hungarian Red Cross, and I don’t know whether 
the Hungarian Red Cross is not under the direction of the present 
Hungarian Government. The distribution must be made and con- 
trolled not by Hungarian organizations, but by American interde- 
niominational committees and intervocational committees. 

Mr. Fastan. Monsignor Varga mentioned that the Catholic denomi- 
nations and the Protestant denominations are available, and I know 
he meant to mention three denominations are in Hungary, and they 
are working in close contact—Catholics, Protestants, and Jews. So 
that I would be very happy if Monsignor Varga would agree to a 
correction in the record, that the Jews would be included. 

Monsignor Varga. Yes. I didn’t mention Protestants; I just men- 
tioned two bishops, Cardinal Mindszenty and Bishop Ordas. We 
have an interfaith committee going very well in America, and we have 
members who are Christians and Jews. 

Mr. Baranxovics. Any political support that can be given to Hun- 
gary by the United States should be given. The United States signed 
the Yalta agreement and the peace treaty in 1947, which promised 
that the countries behind the Iron Curtain will have free elections 
and their form of government will be founded on the vote of the 


people. 
It would make a big moral depression, not only in Hungary but 


the other countries behind the Iron Curtain, if the United States 
would not demand that in Hungary, according to the ment at 
Yalta and the peace treaty in Paris in 1947, there should be free elec- 
tions under international control. International control is important. 
This is the most important political support which the Hungarian 
people expect. This is the most important thing I wanted to say. 

aturally, I give very gladly an answer to any problems that you 
wish to ask about. . 

Mr. Arens. Colonel, do you have another question ? 

Mr. Hermuicu. No, thank you. 

Monsignor Varea. May I ask and to tell something, to repeat, 
because Twbe very anxious and in a hurry to leave because somebody 
was waiting for me? 

Mr. Arens. Surely. 

Monsignor Varea. How can we help the Hungarians to build up a 
new country? Hungary, I am perfectly sure, is a little America in 
the valley of the Danube. The best friends of America are in Hun- 
gary because all of the families of Hungary are related to the Ameri- 
cans. Every Hungarian family has some relatives here in America. 
America, the leader of the free world, now needs friends, and if 
America will help to build up, to organize, this perfectly new country, 
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the country of the workers, of the peasants, and of the intellectuals 
and perfectly democratic, Hungary will be a bulwark for a freedom 
against Russia. 

Everybody is waiting now for help from America because they 
believed in America. you saw during the freedom fight, they 
went to the American Legation and asked, “Help us. Give us weapons 
to fight.” Just America, just the Government of America, can help. 
These little helps are good to encourage the people, but the Gov- 
ernment of the United States can help and can solve the problem of 
Hungary. The Government of America, President Eisenhower, sent 
help, food, and such things when Hungary was flooded 2 years ago, 
and I just want to repeat, it was distributed and the poor Hungarians 
in this flooded area, I have letters telling about how they came together, 
and when this was distributed they kneeled and prayed together— 
Protestants, Catholics, Jews, everybody—under the sky, and cried 
when the help of America arrived to this area. 

They used these bags, you know, and all the Hungarians in this 
area were vested, clothed, with thane. Dags of food. If America will 
help now, very fast, I am sure ever y will be very grateful, and 
it is the best, not just propaganda, but help to save these people. I 
am sure that everybody who will accept just a little help from Amer- 
ica, they never will be Communists. They will always be the best 
friends and the best soldiers of America, as we are here three, and 
would like to be the best soldiers. We are not the best, but we would 
like to be good soldiers. We lost everything and we are fighting for 
the lost freedom of our country, but we are convinced that we are 
fighting for the freedom of the world and fighting for the freedom of 
America. They will do the same. 

Mr. Arens. I want to express the appreciation of the committee 
for your presence here today, gentlemen. 

Mr. Baranxovics. I forgot an important thing. The Hungarian 
Government imposes duties on relief packages sent to Hungary. Most 
Hungarians are unable to pay these duties. If these duties were not 
exacted more packages could reach the needy in Hungary. 

Mr. ARENs. Thank you so much. 


(Whereupon, at 1 p- ms November 1, the staff consultations were 
r 17, 1956.) 


recessed until Novem 





INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM (REVOLT IN THE 
SATELLITES) 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1956 


Untrep States House or RepresENTATIVES, 
ComMITTEE ON Un-AMmeERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D.C. 


Srarr ConsvuLTATION 


The following staff consultation was conducted at 10: 30 a. m., pur- 
suant to notice, in room 226 of the House Office Building. 

Staff members present: Richard Arens, Director of the Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities; William F. Heimlich, consultant; 
Frank Bonora, Raymond T. Collins, investigators, and Richard §. 
Weil, staff member. 

(The witness was duly sworn by Henry M. Kuzniar, a notary public 
for the District of Columbia.) 

Mr. Arens. Let the record show that some few weks ago the Chair- 
man of the Committee on Un-American Activities, Representative 
Francis E. Walter, directed the staff to contact the ablest, most ex- 
perienced persons available for staff consultations on the situation 
that has been developing in Poland, Hungary, and other areas be- 
hind the Iron Curtain for the purpose of reporting their appraisals 
to the Committee on Un-American Activities, and via the committee 
to the American people. 

Mr. Mikolajezyk, may I respectfully suggest that you now identify 
yourself by name, residence, and occupation. Give us please, sir, a 
word of your personal background. 


TESTIMONY OF STANISLAW MIKOLAJCZYK 


Mr. MrxortasczyK. My name is Stanislaw Mikolajezyk. My resi- 
dence now is 1402 Delafield Place NW., Washington, D. C. 

I was a member of the Polish Parliament, the acting chairman of 
the Polish Peasant Party, and the chairman of the Farmers Associa- 
tion in Poznan. In 1939 I joined the army, and after the defeat of 
Poland by the United Forces of the Germans and the Russians I 
escaped to Hungary, was interned there as a prisoner of war, escaped 
from Hungary to Paris 

In Paris I became the acting chairman of the Polish Parliament 
in exile. The chairman was Mr. Paderewski. After the defeat of 
France I moved with the Government in exile to London. Here I 
became the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, which 
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means the Minister who had to deal with all underground activities 
of the Polish Government in exile. 

After the defeat of General Sikorski, in 1943, I became the Prime 
Minister of the Polish Government in exile. In 1944 I went for a 
conversation with Stalin after I visited President Roosevelt in the 
White House. In 1945 I resigned as Prime Minister. In 1945, in 
June, I got an invitation by the three Ambassadors—Mr. Harriman, 
Mr. Clark Carr, the British Ambassador, and Mr. Molotov, to par- 
ticipate in the conference about the new Polish Government in Poland. 

In 1945 such a provisional Government was formed, and I became 
the Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister of Agriculture. I re- 
turned to ‘Poland, and from the first day we had to fight the Com- 
munists for the freedom of our party. 

The Polish Peasant Party was at that time the only opposition 
party existing in Poland in these conditions. We were conducting 
our fight for freedom, independence of Poland, inside the country 
until the day of the falsification of the elections in January 1947. 
After the falsification of the elections we still remained in a group 
of 27 members of Parliament, and we were conducting our fight 
through the parliamentary rostrum, but this was even too much for 
the Communists, and they ordered the military courts to arrest us 
and sentence us to death. 

Under the circumstances, six groups of us tried to escape. Five 
went through, one group was arrested in Prague, brought back to 
Warsaw. I myself managed to escape, and arrived here in this coun- 
try in November 1947. From that time, I am chairman of the Inter- 
national Peasant Union, which members are all the representatives 
ion the farmers and political parties before the war behind the Iron 

urtain. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Mikolajezyk, I understand that you have just re- 
turned to the United States from a visit abroad. Can you tell us in 
capsule form what occasioned your visit ? 

Mr. Mrxo.iasczyK. We had in Paris our Fifth Congress of the In- 
ternational Peasant Union. The Fifth Congress had a special top 
issue, peasants and Communists. We invited guests from various 
countries, and so we had representatives from Japan, from the Philip- 
pines, from India, all the Western European countries, representa- 
tives of the Farmers Association, and democratic political movements 
and we discussed from one side the best means how to form unity of 
free peasants against the Communists and from the other side to ana- 
lyze the situation in Russia, as well as in the countries behind the Iron 
Curtain, and made an appeal to these people who fight the Commu- 
nists on the ideological front and the passive resistance groups. 

We issued a statement after the Poznan events to appeal to the sol- 
diers in the Red Army as well as the national armies of the occupied 
countries not to shoot at their brothers when they are in danger and 
opposing communism. 

Mr. Arens. Do you presently have contacts in Poland? 

I do not want to suggest on this record that you disclose the names 
of anyone. I want the record merely to review whether or not you 
have contacts in Poland and your organization in Poland. 
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Mr. Mixonascozyx. I base my knowledge about the situation first of 
all on my experiences, and also on how to read and analyze the 
Communist practices. I learned this when I was in Poland. 

Secondly, we are getting many letters from the countries which, 
despite the censorship, are coming to us. We have certainly our con- 
tacts with radio stations and in this way we are getting very often re- 
sponse by letters, whether we are on the right line or not. Naturally, 
at this moment we have many personal contacts, because at this mo- 
ment it is much easier for people to come out from Poland. Also, 
many people are coming out who have been sent to visit their relatives 
and are going back, and they are coming to us and telling us many 
of their experiences. 

Mr. Arens. After the conclusion of the session in Paris of the In- 
ternational Peasant Union organization, did you have occasion to 
go elsewhere in Europe for the purpose of acquiring information 
and for consultations? 

Mr. Mrxotasczyx. Yes. Usually when I go to Europe, I have 
public meetings in these areas where there is a bigger concentration 
of the Polish immigration. In this connection, I was in Europe twice. 
The first time, In tk I was in France and had a public meeting 
near Strassburg, and the second visit in the southern part of France in 
St. Etienne, in Switzerland, Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Belgium, 
Holland, and Great Britain. 

Mr. Arens. I understand, Mr. Mikolajezyk, from our private con- 
versation this morning that you contemplate returning very shortly 
to Europe for further activities in the interest of the International 
Peasant Union and the cause to which you have dedicated yourself? 

Mr. Mrxotasozyx. I have to fly to address the Congress of the In- 


dependent Peasant Party in France where various oe 


from various parliaments will be participating. I got the invitation 
to speak on how democracy should fight communism. 

r. Arens. Now, with that word of background, I should appreci- 
ate it, Mr. Mikolajezyk, if you would just proceed now in your own 
way to tell the committee via this interview, first, what is the sit- 
uation in Poland, now; secondly, how you appraise the significance 
of that situation, and third, what the future holds. 

Mr. Mrxotasozyx. I think we are living in a very critical day of 
history. At this moment the Polish Communist leaders from Poland 
are in Moscow and from their conversation will naturally also come 
many future developments. 

Mr. Arens. Could I just interrupt you at this point to ask you if 
you would on this record give us a reference as to who are the Polish 
Communist leaders in Moscow who are now in power in Poland? 

Mr. Mrxotasczyx. The first man in Moscow is Mr. Wladyslaw 
Gomulka, now again the general secretary of the Communist Party. 

The second man is the present Prime Minister, Mr. Cyrankiewicz. 

And the third man is General Zawadski. 

The fourth man is Mr. Jedrychowki. 

Mr. Arens. Are they part of the Communist apparatus? 

Mr. Mrxo.asczyK. I think they are now the most important men 
in this new reorganized Communist setup in Poland. 
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Mr. Arens. Now, would you proceed at your own pace to make your 
presentation ? 

Mr. MikotasczyK. To understand the recent developments in 
Poland, we have to start with June 28, 1956, this year, and events in 
Poznan. There were three significant outcries of the demonstrating 
people in Poznan. One was freedom, the other one was “We want 
bread,” and the third one, “Out with the Russians.” 

One would wonder why this outcry, “We want freedom,” at this 
moment when the so-called amnesty has been announced. By an- 
nouncing this amnesty, we got to know that hundreds of thousands 
of political prisoners were in prison. We also expected the highest 
number of 70,000 to 80,000. They have revealed on this occasion 
100,000. Out of that, 36,000 were released, but the rest are still in 
»xrison. Then about 200,000 are in forced labor camps which have 
been created in the last year in Poland. I have given publicly the 
figure that there are still about 2 million Poles who have been de- 
ported to Russia and didn’t return. Among them are 40,000 Polish 
officers and soldiers of the underground army which in 1944 were 
helping to fight the common Russian-Hitlerite Army, who later were 
arrested and deported to Soviet Russia. 

Gomulka himself recently revealed that he would ask for the return 
of about 1 million Poles from Russia which figure they had denied 
when I was giving the figure of 2 million people. Now he reveals it. 
It shows the explanation for the outcry of freedom. 

Now at that time the Polish Cardinal, Wyszynski, 12 bishops, and 
many priests, were stillin prison. Therefore, the cry for freedom was 
quite understandable. 

The next thing is that under the Potsdam agreement, the Soviet 
Army should have left Poland except for the guarding of two com- 
munications lines, one the railroad line running the level of the shores 
of the Baltic and the other from Berlin through Warsaw to Moscow. 
In fact, the Russian armies, against this Potsdam agreement, re- 
mained in Poland and there were always about 300,000 Russian 
soldiers stationed in Poland. What is most significant, they were not 
stationed along the communication line; they were stationed just in 
very strategical points, from the military point of view of the Russian 
strategy. 

The biggest concentration of the Red armies is in Liegnitz and 
thereabouts. The second concentration is near Chorzow, and the 
third one is in the Pomeranio area, while the fourth is around about 
Bialystok. Naturally, the presence of the Red army squashed also 
the freedom of the Polish people and encouraged the cry for freedom. 

The second outcry, “Bread,” concerns, as well as the daily bread, 
shoring of food as it illustrated the economical situation. Poznan 
area, despite poor soil, has the highest output in agriculture. It 
was known as the breadbasket of Poland, which was exporti 
before the war grain, bacon, butter, and many other agricultura 
products, and now there is really a shortage of food, shortage of food 
primarily because of the full collectivization of agriculture even 
when, after many years until now, they were able, due to the resist- 
ance of the Polish peasants, to collectivize only 9 percent, but espe- 
cially in these western territories, they never succeeded with these 
sovchozes and colchozes. 
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But the threat of forceful collectivization, which is still going on 
today and is still going on in Russia under the new decree of March 
1956, decrees the agricultural output. The next reason for the failure 
in agriculture is the economical exploitation policy of the Soviet in 
Poland, namely, potash, brought out from these mines which before 
the war lena Poland, and phosphorous stone exported from 
Russia to Poland are under the secret agreement highly prized and 
also there is lack of fertilizer. This explains the cry for bread, but 
it was not only the problem of bread. 

Mr. Bonora. Would the support of a large military establishment 
have anything to do with the shortages? 

Mr. Mixo.asczyK. Naturally, they are eating Polish bread. 

The cry of bread means that the exploitation of the Polish national 
economy, which has been going on for many years, brought the Polish 
economy to the brink of catastrophe today. One, as I mentioned 
before, the secret agreements concerning the trade includes not only 
low prices or high prices for Soviet products, but they have also a 
certain difference. 

For example, relatively, the iron ore brought to Poland from Rus- 
sia is cheaper than the phosphorous stone because the iron ore is used 
for the output of steel and steel is used for the output of armament 
in Poland, first arsenal behind the Soviet armies in Europe. 

Now, the second thing in these trade agreements are the so-called 
economic advisers. They are practically the controllers of the national 
economy. They watch the output to relate it to the 5-year plan of 
Soviet Russia. Then the other way of exploitation is exchange from 
zloty to ruble. 

In the first years, the exchanges were based on zloty to dollars, 
and then they were changed and now they are established in such a 
way that the difference is a loss of about 15 percent. This was one 
reason which ruined the economy. The other reason I mentioned: 
the war production for the Russian armies; namely, small weapons, 
artillery, and other military utilities needed for the army are pro- 
duced in Poland. But Soviet Russia doesn’t pay for this and this 
was the other means which ruined the Polish economy. Third was 
the obligation to export industrial goods and machinery to China 
through the so-called International Bank of Commerce of Northern 
Kurope. It is a Russian-controlled bank, and here again the benefit 
was taken by the Russians and ruined the Polish economy. 

Therefore, that is the illustration of the cries of bread in Poland. 
It was not only the cry in Poznan. At the same moment, this exploita- 
tion brought the situation for example to the mining district in Silesia. 
There were in the first 5 months oF this year 3 big explosions. First 
in the coal mines in Silesia and they do not have—— 

Mr. Arens. Safety equipment ? 

Mr. MrxotasczyK. Shoring and other things. The result was there 
were 3 big explosions and in 1 there were 79 killed and 128 miners 
burned, and what was worse, these people knew that the gases were 
forming already and they didn’t want to go down. So the security 
police came and surrounded them and forced them down. On the 
third day there was an explosion. Three such explosions were a 
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reat disaster. There were already sitting strikes in other areas 
fore Poznan. So the dissatisfaction of the people and the despair 
of the people came out in this cry of “bread.” 

Naturally, this is connected with the third cry, “Out with the Rus- 
sians!” It’s not only the problem of the occupation by the Soviet 
forces; it is a second problem which is not very often recognized by 
the West; namely, the military units of the security police. They are 
in Polish uniform and very often the reporters odk itt them as the 
Polish Army units. They are not. They are military units which are 
stationed in garrisons and used for internal security. They call them- 
selves KBV, which is the Corps of International Security. 

They came in 1944, the Wkiniewice, and is manned mostly with 
Russian officers and soldiers and very few Polish soldiers are in this 
military security police. It is most hated and most dangerous for 
the people’s organizations. But the Polish workers who were hard 
working, see their products going to Soviet Russia and they have 
to live on starvation levels because the government promised that the 
lowest payment will be 500 zlotys, which means one bad suit for a 
month when really income should be at least 2,500 zlotys to survive. 

This was the situation and the people were completely in despair 
and the eee promised that 500 zlotys should be the lowest 
level, and in the meantime they started to cut the level of the higher 
paid workers, which in Poznan affected about 80 percent of the people 
who had their wages cut at that time 60 percent. 

Now the next reason to analyze the situation is the problem of the 
so-called de-Stalinization. I think the word is misused. I personally 
in studying this problem know very well that they didn’t intend to 
bring down the name of Stalin when the fight among the top leaders 
in Moscow started. This disgrace of Stalin has been ay in order 
to change their tactics and appearance. This Moscow fight among 
the top leaders and the economic difficulties in Soviet Russia have 
recently been confirmed, especially in agriculture, when you can see 
the livestock level is on the level of 1928. 

Now there are about 50 million more people in Soviet Russia. Then 
the output of grain is on the level of 1938 before the war. So all their 
attempts to force the Russian people to bring higher output failed. 
There were many changes but, nevertheless, even the last attempt of 
the Cossacks, when they wanted to bring higher output in virgin land, 
has failed. 

Then the fight among the leaders certainly had to bring a relaxa- 
tion in the regime, and therefore national feelings in Russia increased 
immediately, especially in the southern part beginning from the 
Ukraine on. 

Last year I was visiting Asia. On my return from Japan I wrote 
my report. I found a very interesting thing; namely, that after 1950 
there was a big economic conference in Moscow, promising great aid 
to China. This promise was not fulfilled by the Soviets. Never- 
theless they have imposed some new burdens on Poland, Eastern 
Germany, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary to substitute for the Soviets. 
I could see that the recent years in which Soviet Russia held to 
China and the principle changed from aid to trade, this brought the 
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situation where the Communists of China were already engaged in 
promises to liberate Formosa. They have failed and it became 
obvious to me that the Russians will concentrate on the weakest point, 
the Middle East, because here, with much smaller financial and eco- 
nomic help, they can brew more misunderstandings than they can 
do now in Asia. 

This collective leadership established in Soviet Russia, so far as 
I know the circumstances, and I have been over them many times, 
it is a spot where I do not think this collective leadership will survive. 
Either one man will come on top, liquidating his opponents, or the 
system will deteriorate. 

I would say, rather, that the process of deterioration is already there. 
But the de-Stalinization, the new tactic in Poland, was much more 
difficult and had much more deeper consequences. Why ! 

The Polish Communists were more often forced to betray the nation 
as in other Communist parties. First of all, before World War I 
they were against Polish independence. They wanted only partici- 
nation in the life of the Communist Russian state. 

Then in 1920 the Soviet Bolshevik Army was advancing against 
Poland. Already the Communist government was established in 
Bialystok. At the same moment, in the Polish nation under the 
leadership of the Polish peasants, the workers and all classes in unity 
who were fighting the Bolsheviks, the Communists had to betray the 
interests of their nation. 

In 1932 the German Communists, before Hitler came into power, 
needed certain help so a meeting was called with the Polish Commu- 
nists. The Polish Communists announced with the German Com- 
munists, that the Polish territory, pre-World War I part would go 
to Germany. Naturally the Polish people looked at this as a betrayal 
of their national interest. 

Now came the year 1939 and here under the agreement of Stalin 
and Hitler, which caused not only a new division of Poland and a stab 
in the back under the 17 days of fighting of Polish forces against 
Hitler, under this agreement and the secret protocols, certain things 
happened which couldn’t be forgotten and will not be forgotten, 
namely, in the Ukraine part, this part of Poland that had been com- 
mitted to Ukrainia. There was a general secretary of the Ukraine 
Party, who did two things: 

No. 1, immediately organized Soviet-type elections and in these elec- 
tions there were chosen from this territory Mr. Molotov, Mr. Mikoyan, 
and many others of this present ruling in Moscow. This general 
Communist secretary was nobody else than Mr. Khrushchev himself. 

Now opposite, on the White Russian Republic, was Mr. Malenkov 
doing the same thing and both Khrushchev and Malenkov started the 
big deportation of Poles which resulted in one and a half million Poles 
being deported to Russia. These things cannot be forgotten easily 
and now the same people like Malenkov and Khrushchev are coming 
and trying to show up as people who love Poland and want to bring 
freedom and so on to the Poles. 
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Before the war, the Polish Communist Party was dissolved by 
Moscow under the pretext that it was already infiltrated by secret 
police. Now they have rehabilitated it and they say it’s not true, but 
the fact remains that one of the most able Communists, Mr. Berman, 
has already been thrown out and, judging from the last news from 
Poland, he will in the very near future face a trial. 

Secondly, after this many of the top Communist leaders before 
the war, during the war, have been liquidated in Russia and so prac- 
tically all top Communist leaders in Poland are coming from Stalin’s 
era and more, I want to mention one especially, General Zawadski, 
one man who is now in the conference. 

General Zawadski was an officer and became an officer in Lebiedev. 
He was the closest friend of Beria. During Stalin’s life he had been 
built up for the future, and sometimes he had been called, like in one 
case, to Moscow and he brought a big gift to Poland, namely, some 
territory has been given back to Poland. Naturally it was a trick, 
because it was only the exchange of territories for the benefit of the 
Soviet because there was a connection of the railroads which were 
on the Polish side and new coal had been found there and coal mines 
are building there. So this went to Russia, and Poland got, through 
Zawadski, a big gift of some other piece of land, some coal mines 
which were already running out of supply. 

Mr. Hermuicnu. What is General Zawadski’s new position now, 
Mr. Mikolajezyk ? 

Mr. MrxonasczyK. General Zawadski’s position now is one on the 
central committee of the Polish Communist Party. 

Mr. Wet. Could I ask one question at this point ? 

What was the position of the Communist Party, particularly, let’s 
say Gomulka, during the time of the Nazi-Russian agreement during 
the time that the Russians occupied the eastern half of Poland. 

Mr. MrxKorasczyK. Until 1941, despite the occupation by Hitler 
and the Gestapo, they were free to work. 

Mr. Wet. The thing I was wondering was, although the Soviet 
Union and the Gestapo actually invaded the eastern part of Poland, 
the Polish National Party sided with the Communist Party, even 
though this was a betrayal of Polish national interests. 

Mr. MrxorasczyK. Until 1941 the Polish National Party was fol- 
lowing the agreement of Hitler and Stalin. Already we were fight- 
ing underground. We were fighting to halt the supply of gasoline 
and grain to Stalin and Hitler and so on. At that time I was here 
on a visit with General Sikorski and the United States was neutral 
at that time, and we had a meeting in Detroit and the Communists 
sent telegrams to the White House to send us out of the counry be- 
cause we were endangering the neutrality of the United States. 

Mr. Hermuicu. This ended when Hitler attacked Russia? 

Mr. Mrxoragozyx. Yes. In 1941. 

So this new de-Stalinization period brought special difficulties 
inside the Communist Party, and so the former general secretary and 
president, Mr. Bierut, died in Moscow. He went to the 20th Congress 
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of the Communist Party. Before the congress, he published an 
article in support of Stalin and when the congress started to accuse 
Stalin, he made his mistake and has never returned. He died in 
Moscow. 

Actually, Mr. Berman is accused of having a hand in his death. 
The fact is that during the stay of Bierut in Moscow Mr. Berman 
was the only man who visited him on the last day he was alive. 

Immediately after this congress, Mr. Khrushchev came to Poland, 
in March 1956, to the funeral of Mr. Bierut. It was a pretext because 
for 314 days they were meeting because some of these leaders wanted 
to take certain jobs and some others were opposed. After 314 days, 
Mr. Khrushchev finally put Mr. Ochab as successor to Bierut. 

Then in June the Poznan events came. Khrushchev ordered the 
Polish Communists that they should announce immediately that 
Poznan was the work of former provocateurs. They couldn’t because 
all evidence has shown in Poznan that the responsibility is lying on the 
side of the government. So the Polish Communist government 
acknowledged the responsibility and they couldn’t follow the orders 
of Mr. Khrushchev. 

Mr. Khrushchev was very furious and shouted at them, “If it 
would not be for my army, you have lost already the control,” because 
it was already the fact. For 3 days the control of Poznan was under 
the control of the men who made this uprising. Only Russian tanks 
rushed from Lignica surrounded the town and only after they sur- 
rounded the town could they start to make clear in the town. Still for 
2 weeks the workers went on strike, being surrounded with the tanks, 
and after that only did they start to work. This brought the first 
disagreement, and in July 22 there took place the meeting of the 


central committee of the Communist Party, and we couldn’t come to 
e 


any conclusion so they asked again Khrushchev by telephone. Khrush- 
chev refused but sent Mr. Bulganin. The order was that Bulganin 
should go and speak to the Polish nation and show that they have 
been the victims of foreign provocateurs. Bulganin went to Poznan 
and made a speech at the Cinuieuniet Party meeting, but when he 
went around the country he found such an atmosphere that he stopped 
speaking about the foreign provocateurs. 

The meeting, after the wrangling amongst the top Communist 
leaders was there, and finally, on October 19 of this year we have seen 
the political and military invasion again in Poland, namely Khrush- 
chev with many of his friends aied unannounced at the meeting of 
the central committee, which was going at that time to choose Mr. 
Gomulka as the general secretary. 

But what is more significant, General Antonov, the chief of staff of 
the Soviet Army, flew at the same moment to Koney, who has his 
headquarters at Lignica. From there he went and gave orders to the 
Soviet Army to go on maneuvers, At this meeting, finally the 
reorganization of the Communist Party was finished. 

It is not true that, press reports notwithstanding, anybody has 
been thrown out since Stalin’s death. The compromise includes three 
quite strong men, namely, the triumvirate of Gomulka, Cyrankiewicz, 
and Ochab. But in addition to this, there are the Beria men, Zawad- 
ski, and the other Stalin men very close who were responsible for the 
special commissions such as executions, and so forth. Actually, that 
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is the most important setup, which ended with a certain unity of the 
Communist Party which was fighting among each other. 

I have to say also a few words about Gomulka and his new line 
because I think that there is a certain misunderstanding in the reports 
of the press. It is very natural when the reporters are going to a cer- 
tain country, they want to get the news and so the best news that they 
can get, they could get from the various groups fighting each other. 
They were not able to contact the common people as to what these 
ws are thinking, and so on and so forth. 

Therefore, it has been created already an impression in the West 
that Poland, under Gomulka government, regained their freedom 
and independence. 

Secondly, Gomulka started to say “No” to Khrushchev and Khrush- 
chev just left and has given in. I think it’s very important to have 
the real translation of all recent Gomulka speeches, because the news- 
paper men are taking only certain excerpts and sometimes these ex- 
cerpts are following wishful thinking. 

ow, what are the outlines of Mr. Gomulka’s first speech ? 

Number one, he said the Russian Army must remain in Poland 
because Western Germany has bases for the western armies and when 
the western armies are stationed in Germany, Russian armies must 
be stationed in Poland; that was the first clear statement. 

He repeated this statement now when he arrived in Moscow, adding 
only the second reason, namely, that the Germans wanted to break the 
Oder-Neisse line, and therefore the forces are necessary there for 
guarding the interests of the Polish state. 

Next I have is a belief that Mr. Gomulka is more nationalistic 
minded as a Communist. What is the fact? 

The fact is this, that in the beginning, from 1944 to 1947, when the 
Cominform, which by the way was organized in the headquarters of 
Rokossovsky in Lignica, until this day the official Russian policy in 
occupied Poland was to base it on ultranationalistic lines. 

Gomulka, the general secretary, was following this line and he was 
completely in order with Russia. In 1947 the Cominform changed 
the line from nationalistic to international and from this day 
Gomulka, remaining still a general secretary, was no more a member 
of this Cominform. He has done this job and until 1947 the line 
was changed and he was not any more participating there. 

Next, in the problem of agriculture, it is said that Mr. Gomulka 
was against the collectivization system. That is not true. Myself, as 
a@ minister of iculture, I have given title and ownership to the 
farmers. Guatin took them all away and started already in the 
western territories this building up of the sovchozes and colchozes, 
what I mentioned before. Today he said that the collectivist system is 
the best and just system, only until now the wrong people were dealing 
with this problem. When he is speaking about some collective farms, 
he said that 9 billion of zlotys, stipends, have been given following 


this forceful collectivization, but it was useless. From now on, if there 
will be some colchozes which are not profitable, they will be dissolved 
temporarily; it would be even better if the private farmers will culti- 
vate them. But he added that before they are dissolved, these people 
must pay back all credits which have been given to the people. 

Here he is following the experience of Imre Nagy, where 2 years 
ago in Hungary the Communist regime allowed the peasants to leave 
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the colchozes and 40 percent of them left. So immediately he ordered 
that they must pay back all of these debts, and so the people had to 
come back. 

So, from the point of view of the Communist agriculture system, 
Gomulka in his speech makes it quite clear that he thinks it is the most 
just and best system. The reports about the new Polish way to 
socialism are also misleading. It is very interesting to read his speech. 
Socialism means communism, and he has explained that the final end 
is socialism everywhere only to achieve the end they can use different 
ae and he quotes as in Soviet Russia and as in China. He is not 

itoist. 

Mr. Bonora. Although he has been described in our press as a 
Titoist, which is erroneous? 

Mr. MrxouasozyK. Yes. 

First of all, I know very well, because I have been there at that time, 
his attitude to Tito. He didn’t have any high regard for Tito. 

Secondly, Tito could revolt. He didn’t want it but they asked him 
to come to Moscow and he knew what that meant. He revolted at 
that time but he had his own security forces in the army. None of the 
others, either the man in Hungary or Gomulka in Poland or the Bul- 
garian who has been executed. Nevertheless, we have recently also the 
hesitation of Mr. Tito who for many days didn’t send congratulations 
when Gomulka came back. It seems to me that the Communist polit- 
buro in Moscow have troubles with keeping the Communist Party 
together on the same lines. They have troubles on the outside in 
France and Italy, but they also have troubles in directly controlled 
Communist countries, and it seems to me they want to keep them by 
dividing them and controlling them. 

I disagree with Mr, Lippman, who is saying that after all, 
Gomulka has to make lipservice; that is not true. He is doing this 
from his fanatical Communist beliefs. But recently I have seen in 
the press Cardinal Wyszynski’s speech and Gomulka’s compared on 
the same line, and I would cite only two examples here. 

Mr. Gomulka in his first speech said, “We have to build the best 
model of socialism,” which means always communism. 


From this way we will never go away and we will use all forces to remain on 
this way. We will not allow anybody to use the so-called democratic— 


he doesn’t say so— 
to use the process of democratization against socialism. 
Then he says: 


And on top of this process is our party and only our party will direct this 
process and all this democratization will aim only to build up, strengthen our 
system, and we will not allow it should weaken and we will not allow anybody 
to intervene who is interested in building up socialism in Poland. 


Cardinal Wyszynski, in his speech, said: 


Thank God I survived. As a Christian we forget but we will go on on the line 
of the Polish culture, on the line of the heroic love of truth and freedom, on the 
line of longing for higher justice and Christian respect for human dignity. 


You see, Cardinal Wyszynski’s voice is the voice of the people, 
with Mr. Gomulka it is the voice of the Communist Party. 
Iam sorry if I am taking too long. 
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Mr. Arens. You go right ahead. This is exceedingly important. 

Mr. Mrixo.asczyK. We can derive some lessons from these events 
in Poland. It was evident proof of the failure of the Communist 
system and their responsibility. Moreover, during the Poznan trials, 
there was an official condemnation of the Communist security police 
when the judge, giving light sentences to three men, said, “It doesn't 
matter if they have taken part in the killing of the security police 
officer or not because hatred of the mob against the security police was 
so strong that they would be killed anyhow.” 

The Poznan events have shown an enormous feeling among the 
people, the workers, the students, and the peasants and all classes of 
the population. I don’t want to go in details but I could give proof 
toallofthis. It is very significant. 

Before, when I was speaking in 1946 with Mr. Gomulka, I had just 
come from the Russian Embassy. I delivered the memorandum about 
terror, falsification, 600 pages of it, to the United States Ambassador, 
to the British Ambassador, and to Lebedev, the Russian Ambassador. 
I complained to Lebedev for all these things which have been done 
in Poland. Lebedev said, “We didn’t force the Polish Communist 
Party. They are so eager to go with all this.” So I went to Gomulka 
and repeated what Lebedev said, and I said, “You are responsible.” 

He said, “I hate this living present generation because they will 
never change to our system, but you will see, we will educate our young 
pear and then we will achieve the final Communist system in 

oland.’ 


In fact, it is very significant that everywhere in Poland, as well as in 
Hungary, you see the youngest generation, who have never known 
another system, is now most eager to fight the Communist system. 

I would like also to draw some lessons from the events in Poznan 
concerning the Polish Army. ‘The Polish Army included in the begin- 
ning, just from the beginning, 11,000 Soviet generals and officers with 
the chief of staff, General Korczyc. Later 5,000 of the Russian officers 
went back. The rest got Polish citizenship and remained in the 
army. In the beginning the army was not equipped and was not 
trusted. An intense course of indoctrination was going on for years. 
The last 3 to 4 years the Polish Army got much better equipment; in 
fact, I would say very modern equipment. 

Now, during these events of Poznan it has been shown that the 
Polish Army was never used against the people. They couldn’t use 
them. In Poznan many of the officers and soldiers who have acci- 
dentally found themselves in the streets and mixed with the demon- 
strators, when they returned to their garrisons they have been arrested 
and immediately executed without any trial, but the fact remains that 
we many was not sufficiently trusted and it was never moved out against 
the people. 

I want to emphasize that especially, because in some of the pictures 
you will find military tanks. They were not the military tanks of the 
army, they were the military tanks of the military security police 
unit which I described before. 

In the recent reports we know Mr. Rokossovsky has gone. Mr. 
Rokossovsky was a pupil of Stalin. I saw him when he was 
conducting the victory parade after the war when already Zhukov and 
Konev were moved away. Rokossovsky was commanding the Rus- 
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sian armies and has given that time the order when the Poznan upris- 
ing took place in 1944 to stop and not bring any help to Warsaw peo- 
»le. Later he became the Polish Marshal and Minister of Defense. 

reviously, he was in the same place where Konev is now in Lignica, 
behind all the Red armies in Soviet Germany. 

It has been said that now, before Gomulka came to power, Rokos- 
sovsky wanted to make a coup d’etat with the help of the Polish 
Army; that is not true. The fact is, as I mentioned before, it was 
General Antonov, who went to Konev, and it was only Konev who was 
in power to give orders to the Russian Army, to go on maneuvers 
in order to frighten the people. It has been announced recently that 
the Polish Army will remain pure Polish and that the Soviet officers 
would go. 

What has been done until now in this case? 

It’s true the new Minister of Defense is Mr. Spychalski, a close 
friend of Mr. Gomulka, but General Spychalski is a general only in 
name. He has nothing to do with the army. During the under- 
ground he was called a commander of underground units. The War- 
saw uprisings have shown that when the Polish underground army 
had 40,000 in Warsaw, the Communist was 312. So after the war, 
General Spychalski was already Vice Minister of Defense, but he was 
only on the educators’ side. Now he becomes the Minister of Defense. 

Yet, the main person commanding the Polish Army is General 
Bordzilowski. General Bordzilowski is a Russian general who re- 
placed General Korezyc, whom I mentioned before, and chief of staff 
of the Polish Army and, up until now and still remaining, the First 
Deputy Minister of Defense. 

ut more, General Bordzilowski is deputy director of the planning 
board controlling the Polish economy, war output, and so on and so on. 
Suppose then that the Russian officers will go because they have found 
that they cannot rely onthisarmy? But reorganization is on its way, 
namely, the military units of the security police now go into the 
Polish Army. The security police is reorganized. A part of it is 
going to the Polish Army; probably the Polish Army will not have 
more support in modern weapons, and especially the air force. The 
air force was completely controlled by the Soviets, and probably will 
not take some from the Polish Army. 

The more important thing is the creation of the so-called workers’ 
brigade and voluntary militia. In Poznan there was a revolt of 
workers against the so-called government of workers and peasants. 
Gomulka announced now that in order to preserve the system and the 
good name of the workers, there will be workers’ brigades formed 
against hooligans, Fascist students, and soon and soon. In fact, they 
are this part of the security police now changed from uniforms to 
civilian ales and have to help to fight the Communist Party against 
the people. 

Here we have General Komar in command. General Komar was 
in prison for some years, not for political deviation. He is a gen- 
eral who was serving as a Russian and was dispatched to Poland and 
was chief of the intelligence service in Poland. He had many failures 
abroad, including here in Washington, and so he had to pay for these 
and was dismissed. Now he has returned to power and he is com- 
meer of his reorganized military unit which is clothed in civilian 
clothes. 
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Now, the so-called voluntary militia—the other day there was a 
meeting of the Communist youth and they announced that they are 
now going to form voluntary militia units to preserve order; that is 
the second dispatch of the security police to the order of the Com- 
munist Party. 

I want to finish with the following statement : | 

It is very important for the West to recognize the tactics of the 
Communists. They didn’t change their aims. Their aims are still 
the control of the world by communism. They have to change the 
tactics. The so-called thaw has been caused not by good hearts or a 
change of mind, only by necessity. 

In Poland the Communist government, now reorganized, aims only 
to preserve by all means the Communist system, and we have only to 
recognize the feelings of the nation and the behavior of the nation. 
They have been brought to a certain kind of despair, but Poznan events 
have shown that if such a case would take place everywhere, the 
idea of self-liberation which was not believed before, could be a prac- 
tical one. Under this condition that the Soviets are in, they will not 
make war. 

I was watching very carefully the latest developments and despite 
the terrible revenge by the Red Army against the people in Hungary, 
I still do not believe that at this moment the Soviets are able to draw 
the great blood baths and suppress the feelings and the longings of 
the people. A certain fear which was existing before has disappeared, 
and with such situations in the countries everywhere, I do not think 
that they can keep these occupied countries only by force and by 
terror. 

Do they want war? 

I think that they are engaging in blackmail. I have expected that 
they will try now to force the Chinese. The first answer of the 
Chinese was a negative one, giving even some gesture to what hap- 
pened to the Hungarians and the Poles. 

Secondly, they have been caught by surprise. They never believed 
that force would be used in the Suez canal. It has happened. I think 
they wanted more time. They are very strong in subversive action, 
but I think they have been caught by surprise. 

In the Hungarian case there is a difference. Polish people, even 
being very often irresponsible in their feelings—irresponsible I mean 
in the good sense—but they know also that they have the Russians in 
the east inside the country and in the west. Recently there was a 
bigger concentration of Soviet troops on the eastern border of Poland. 
Secondly, they were moving through Poland to Germany new divi- 
sions of the Russian Army, and even this caused a demonstration in 
Poland, in Poznan again, in Bialystok, and on the eastern frontiers of 
Poland. There were replacements, because after Poznan events there 
have been pushed to Poland 3 new divisions, later 3 divisions have 
been pushed to Hungary, and therefore a reinforcement of the Red 
troops in Poland. 

But Hungary, geographically, was lying on the border to freedom 
to Austria. In this case the Soviets started to move, first by maneu- 
vers, later by force, because they knew very well that a new country 
emerging out from the Iron Curtain would backfire inside Soviet 

ussia. 


ERA, 
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We have news about certain demonstrations that are taking place, 
and they are taking place in a situation and using precedents. 

I never believed that the Georgian students, in demonstrating, were 
demonstrating for the good name of Stalin. They were demonstrat- 
ing the increased feelings of national feelings as well. There was such 
a situation a few months ago when a Polish Communist delegation 
went to Kiev in the Ukraine. They went to visit the grave of the 
Polish soldier and, unannounced completely thousands and thousands 
of Ukrainians came and started to manifest the Polish-Ukraine rela- 
tionship. It was meant as a demonstration against the Soviets. 

Again, there was a very interesting case. I was listening the other 
day to the Communist radio broadcast from Poland. The Commu- 
nist commentator was describing the manifestation of the youths in 
Crakow, marching with Polish and Hungarian flags, and said that 
15,000 of them are marching in silence, sometimes only bringing cries, 
irresponsible cries. “I asked one of them, ‘Why are you marching?’ 
I got the answer, ‘We must,’ and the same answer from the second 
and the third. It was not a physical must, it was a moral must. 

“Finally I asked the fourth man and he asked me, ‘You don’t know 
why we are marching? Are you not listening to the radio? You 
don’t know what is happening in Hungary ?’ ” 

So all occasions are used by the people to demonstrate their own 
will and their own conviction. 

I am very sorry that nothing more could have been done or has 
been done in Hungary. I think the most tragic situation is this: 
That now, from inside Hungary, are liquidated or deported to Russia 
the cream of the underground fighters in Hungary. We have known 
that since the foreign correspondents were there, but we don’t know 
how the Communists are liquidating the people who are fighting for 
their freedom. 

Mr. Arens. What of the future, Mr. Mikolajczyk ? 

Mr. MixotasczyK. I think that, nevertheless, a great step forward 
to the liberation of those countries has been made by the sacrifice of 
the fight of the people. There is a psychological change in the mind 
that they can do something about their liberation. They are dis- 
appointed in the lack of action by the Western Powers and the lack 
of unity. When I say “action,” I don’t mean military action but 
I mean united political. In other words, Russian condemnation in the 
— Nations because they are subjugating and murdering these 

eople. 

ia the Polish case, after all, there was this Yalta agreement. After , 
this Yalta agreement, there was the falsification of the election. 
Nevertheless, none of the ——- involved brought this before 
the United Nations to condemn these broken agreements. 

I think we have seen this in the Poznan events, we see this now 
during the Hungarian events—that public opinion of the free world 
is much more awakened, and it counts much more. I am quite sure 
that many more victims would have been had in Poznan if it were 
not for the great public protest of the free world. Therefore, I am, in 
the long term, optimistic. 

Certainly I couldn’t say if the Soviets will go to war or not. Dic- 
tatorship is always unpredictable, but nevertheless I do not believe 
they want to now that they would be able. They do not want. They 
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are masters in subversive action. Therefore, the public condemna- 
tion by the United Nations will certainly help. 

Here I would like a few minutes to comment on this: It should be 
given as presents, so far as pemeriey everything that concerns send- 
ing over food, medical, and the necessary utilities for daily life 
through private channels, through pouse organizations, or through 
government organizations from the resources of surpluses. The 
Communists will have a very difficult time to refuse those thin 
forever. They did refuse. But, like this example in Poland, the 
economy of Poland is on the brink of disaster. They need a great 
long-term credit. 

In this case my answer is this: 

They need machinery, they need raw material. But if they are not 
— this first of all, the wasteful Communist system will annihilate 
them. 

Secondly, it will not reach the people, and in some cases would serve 
the armament of Soviet Russia. Therefore, two conditions should be 
put forward. Because the people have to pay back the long-term 
credit, I am for this long-term credit but under the conditions that the 
people in free elections will participate in this and in their govern- 
ment. 

Secondly, the natural demand that trade agreements which are 
secret to them now—now they start to leak certain news—the trade 
agreements should be published and the country should have the 
freedom to buy and sell on world market prices. 

If these two conditions are fulfilled, then I would be very much for 
the help because it will not serve the Communist system and will not 
be wasted. 

Mr. Arens. But aren’t those two conditions virtually impossible of 
attainment ? 

Mr. MrxorasczyK. I do not think they are impossible. At this 
moment the Polish Communist government started to announce new 
elections. ‘The new elections are again on the so-called national front, 
which means 1 Communist list, 1 block list. 

I have shown here, it is a very interesting Communist picture. 
Here the Communists are sitting and asking for the representative of 
the party, and somebody says, “Where are they?” 

And the answer, “They are already here as puppets.” 

The elections are not free. They are 1 Communist list and the 
person can only choose among 2 Communist candidates. 

_ I think it should be pressed in the United Nations, because the 
free elections in Poland would serve in other countries. 

Mr. Arens. What would be the effect in Poland if the Government 
of the United States would sever diplomatic relations with the regime 
presently in power on the theme that it is not a bona fide government, 
on the theory that it is a band of international outlaws? 

Mr. Mrxotasczyx. I wouldn’t like to speak for the record. I could 
off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Arens. Colonel Heimlich, do you have any further questions? 

Mr. Hermuicu. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do any of you other gentlemen have any questions? 





INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM 71 


If not, we thank you very much for pene contribution that you have 
made to this study. We appreciate the sacrifice that you have made 


from your personal life to be with us today. We wish you Godspeed 
on your journey, which we understand you are to take very shortly. 
A Mr. - rns Thank you very much. I will always be at your 
isposal. 
(Whereupon, at 12:30 p. m., Saturday, November 17, the staff con- 
sultation was recessed until November 20, 1956.) 








INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM (REVOLT IN THE 
SATELLITES) 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1956 


Untrep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
ComMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D. C. 


Srarr CoNsuLTATION 


The following staff consultation was conducted at 10 a. m., pursu- 
ant to notice, in room 226 of the House Office Building. 

Staff members present: Richard Arens, director of the Committee 
on Un-American Activities; Frank Bonora, investigator; K. Baar- 
slag, consultant; Richard S. Weil, staff member. 

The witness was duly sworn by Henry M. Kuzniar, a notary public 
for the District of eas 

Mr. Arens. Let the record show that the session today is a con- 
tinuation of the series which the chairman of the committee, Repre- 
sentative Francis E. Walter, asked the staff to conduct in the nature 
of interviews with persons who are, because of their experience and 
background, well informed on the situation which is currently ex- 
cs Pyemaccgs the Iron Curtain, particularly in Hungary and in 

oland. 

Weare delighted today to welcome to this staff interview Mr. Ferenc 
Nagy, former Prime Minister of Hungary. 

r. Nagy, Would you kindly begin your comments with a word 
about your own personal life and background, a thumbnail sketch, 
if you please, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF FERENC NAGY, FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF 
HUNGARY 


Mr. Nagy. Before the Second World War, I was a member of the 
Hungarian Parliament in opposition. I was the general secretary 
of the Small Landholders Party and, because of my party, was against 
Naziism, Fascism, against the orientation toward Germany or toward 
the Three Powers Pact, we were in opposition. 

In 1944, March, the German Army had occupied Hungary and I 
was taken immediately by the Gestapo and imprisoned by them. After 
the Soviet Army defeated the German Army and came into Hun- 
gary, I was liberated from the prison and from my shelter. I 
started to reorganize the Small Holders Party immediately. But in 
May of 1945 I had to take a Peers job in the temporary govern- 
ment, becoming Minister of Reconstruction. In the meantime, we 
teat for free elections in Hungary which we held November 4 
oO ’ 

Before the election, I was elected as president of the Small Hold- 
ers Party. At the elections my party, the Small Holders Party, 
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received 58 percent of the total votes against 17 percent of the Com- 
munist votes in Hungary. It was really a miracle because Hungary 
was under Soviet occupation and we held the elections in the presence 
of the Red army. 

According to parliamentary democracy, we had all the rights to 
establish a majority government, but Hungary as a defeated coun- 
try was under the control of the so-called Allied Control Commission, 
headed by Marshal Voroshilov, the present head of the Soviet state, 
and Marshal Voroshilov of the Allied Control Commission did not 
allow us to establish a majority government in Hungary, but we had 
to make a coalition government. This way we had to take into the 
government the Communist Party, Socialist Party, and a small peas- 
ant party, the so-called National Peasant Party, too. 

Immediately after the elections, I was elected as the president of 
the Parliament. A few months later, 1946, January, we changed 
the form of state from kingdom to republic, and the Prime Minister, 
Mr. Tildy, was elected as president of the republic and I became the 
first Prime Minister of the republic. It was a very hard time too, 
because the Soviet Union, with the help of the Red army in Hun- 
gary, and with the help of the Allied Control Commission, did every- 
thing to lessen the majority of the Small Holders Party and to bring 
the Communist Party into more and more power. 

A few weeks after my Prime Ministership, the Communist Party 
demanded to expel 20 members of the Small Holders Party because, 
as they said, they are reactionaries and they do not fit into the coali- 
tion. Naturally, I refused this demand, and then the Soviet Union 
came to support the Communist Party. 

One day I received a letter from the Soviet Government, in which 
they let me know that the Hungarian Government wasn’t able to ful- 
fill it duties concerning its reparations to the Soviet Union. If the 
Hungarian Government did not pay up to date, currently, the Soviet 
Army is ready to take the machines of the Hungarian factories as 
reparations. 

One day I have received another letter from the Soviets saying 
that the Hungarian Government doesn’t take care of the food supplies 
for the Red army, and if I will not improve the situation immediatel 
they will take, 1 mean the Red army will take, the food, grain, an 
animals from the peasants. 

Thirdly, I received another letter from the Soviet Government 
saying that the Soviet Union and Hungary signed a trade agreement 
in 1945, August, about a $33 million value, and while the Soviet Gov- 
ernment has fulfilled its obligation toward Hungary, Hungary didn’t 
export as much as she was obliged to do. If we will not correct this 
obligation, then the Soviet Union will stop immediate delivery of 
raw materialsto Hungary. It would have meant that we would have 
had to stop all the factories and allow the workers to go on the street. 

On the fourth day I received another letter from the high com- 
mand of the Red army, saying that in early 1945 the Red army had 
given a food loan to Hungary, to the Seon of Budapest, about 180 
carloads. If I do not pay back in 8 days, they will take it from the 
peasants in the countryside. 

The fifth day I have received another letter saying that, according 
to the Potsdam agreement, all the goods owned by German citizens 
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in Hungary went to the possession of the Soviet Union. The Hun- 
garian Government was reluctant to hand these goods to the Soviet 
Union. They would take certain measures if I do not speed up 
this action. 

Now it was clear to me that the demand of the Communist Party 
to expel 20 members, 20 congressmen of the Small Holders Party, was 
entirely backed by the Soviet Union, and I didn’t have achoice. I had 
to expel 20 members of the Small Holders Party who went to oppo- 
sition afterward. 

In April 1946, I decided to advise the leaders of the great powers 
to ask economic help and to ask for better peace conditions for Hun- 
gary. Being under Soviet occupation, naturally I had to visit first 
of all the Soviet Union. I visited Mr. Stalin and the Soviet Gov- 
ernment, and at that visit Mr. Stalin promised me that the Soviet 
Union never will interfere in the internal affairs of Hungary. He 
promised solemnly that the Soviet Union not only will not endanger 
the independence of Hungary, but will show to the rest of the world, 
I think he used this word “enemies” the first time at that occasion. 
So the Soviet Union will show to her enemies that a good relation 
between a great power and a small nation can exist without endanger- 
ing the independence and freedom of the small nation. 

A few months later I visited the Governuments of the United 
States, Great Britain, and France. At that time we were nearing the 
Peace Conference. I asked acceptable and bearable conditions for 
Hungary in the peace treaty. I found that while Mr. Stalin had 
promised me not to hurt Hungary, in the meantime he prepared very 
severe, I can say almost unbearable, peace conditions to Hungary. 


So my governorship was continued in a permanent fight. 

We had to show to the country there is a sincere coalition and a 
government of the whole nation. In the meantime, we had a des- 
perate fight under the table with the Communists, who were our part- 


ners in the coalition. 

At the end of 1946 the Soviet Union decided to give a deadly blow 
to the Hungarian democracy and they created a so-called conspiracy 
case which was well known, the Tukashevsky case, from other con- 
spiracy cases of the Iron Curtain countries. One day they started 
to imprison the best members and fighters of the Small Holders Party, 
at the beginning, naturally, not the leaders but the people in the 
second line. When I tried to prove there is no conspiracy and it is a 
false accusation against the members of the Small Holders Party, then 
by their well-known methods the secret police presented confessions 
from the people in which they accepted all the charges against them, 
and they confessed that really they wanted to make a conspiracy and 
take over the power from the coalition government. They continued 
the imprisonment of the democrats. Finally they got to the most 
important members of my party, Bela Kovacs, the general secretary 
of the Small Holders Party.” They couldn’t arrest Bela Kovacs 
because he was a member of the Parliament and he had the right of 
immunity. But one day the Russian Army police took Bela Kovacs, 
who was released from the Soviet Union only the end of last year, and 
and who became a member of the Imre Nagy government during 
the revolution. 
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A few months later, May 1947, I was extremely tired. I needed 
to rest. I went to Switzerland for a short vacation. During by 
absence they made a coup d’etat in Hungary. They took over the 
power but they wanted to legalize their coup d’etat and they asked 
for my resignation. When I refused, they made it clear that if I 
will resign they will send my small boy, who was 41% years old at the 
time and whom we left at home in Hungary after us to Switzerland. 
If I will not resign, they will keep the boy. 

I didn’t have a choice. I resigned, I got the boy, and a few days 
later I got the visa to the United States, and since June 14, 1947, I 
have been in the United States. 

Mr. Arens. In passing, Mr. Nagy, may I ask, are you a permanent 
resident of the United States? 

Mr. Nacy. I ama permanent resident. 

Mr. Arens. Now, with that word of background, may I ask you to 
proceed in your own way to give us your analysis and appraisal 
of the recent events in Hungary ? 

Mr. Naar. In connection with the question, Mr. Arens, I would like 
to make a statement. 

Let me say first that I am honored to be in your presence here this 
morning, and appreciate this opportunity to share with you my views 
on the current international crisis. Since my journey into exile— 
which brought me to your great land nearly one decade ago—I have 
been a constant observer and profound admirer of the splendid func- 
tions of the House Committee on Un-American Activities in its cease- 
less effort to expose the evils and tactics of the world Communist 
movement which enslaved the peoples of my country and others. 

During the past several weeks, world attention has been sharply 
focused upon the tragedy in Hungary where some 10 million freedom- 
seeking individuals have offered their blood as a price for liberty. 

The Hungarian Revolution, which I would like to refer to as the 
Hungarian struggle for freedom, marks a major crossroad in modern 
world history. Its beginning was spontaneous, but its causes date 
back to earliest times; for man since the beginning of time has sought 
— independence from the chains of slavery. 

The seeds of this revolution were planted in 1947 when my govern- 
ment was overthrown by foul means, and one of the worst forms of 
tyranny ever known to mankind was imposed upon the people of 
Hungary. 

I say to you today the people of Hungary love freedom just as much 
as they love bread, and their hearts are filled with the very same spirit 
that led an American patriot of the past to utter those famous words 
which shook the world: 


Give me liberty or give me death. 


That spirit will forever exist in the heart of a true Hungarian. 

And to that let me add this: While the waters of the Danube that 
flow peacefully through Budapest have once again been discolored by 
good Hungarian blood, that same blood has left an ugly stain in the 
throne room of the Kremlin that will haunt every despot who occu- 
pies that infamous chamber, now or in the future. 
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Now, since the outbreak of the Hungarian struggle for freedom, I 
have heard numerous individuals ask the question: “What can the 
earn: World do to assist courageous Hungary in its battle for 
ibert 

There have been, of course, several different answers to that 
question. 

When the first Soviet guns opened fire on the unarmed and helpless 
opulace of Budapest, from the overflowing hearts of 10 million 

ungarians came a fervent prayer that the Western World would 
address a strong demand—not just a suggestion—that the Kremlin 
withdraw all Soviet forces from Hungary at once, and evidence the 
sincerity of that demand, if necessary, with a show of western force. 
In my judgment, the Soviet Army would have immediately withdrawn 
from Hungar had such a demand been made. And moreover, the 
chances for fondand in all captive nations would have instantly 
brightened. This could well have been the beginning of the end of 
the world Communist movement. 

Another concrete measure would have been the prompt dispatch 
of a United Nations police force to battle-reddened Hungary, and 
this would only have been the discharge of an important U. N. re- 
sponsibility in its cause to promote world peace and halt aggression. 

In an interview in Paris several weeks ago, I pointed out that, so 
far as we know, the Budapest revolt marks the first time that Soviet 
troops have fired on the populace of a satellite since 1945, and was in 
fact the first time that Soviet troops have been in combat outside of 
Soviet borders since the end of World War II. Therefore, the ruth- 
less and reprehensible Soviet conduct in Hungary constituted a posi- 
tive act of aggression that should have been immediately dealt with 
through proper channels of the United Nations. 

As the situation stands at this moment, in my judgment the people 
of Hungary could salvage at least a moral victory if the Western 
Powers, particularly the United States, would steadfastly refuse to 
recognize the now-existing puppet regime of Janos Kadar. 

In the meantime, it is my hope that the United Nations, dedicated 
as it is to promote the principle of national self-determination for 
all people, will sponsor free elections in Hungary under the super- 
vision of a U. N. inspection team so that my people may have a 
government of their choosing. This is precisely one of the very 
privileges that an estimated 50,000 Hungarians have died for during 
the past 3 weeks. 

Now, it has been suggested that an observation team be sent to 
Hungary. The wisdom of such a move is not at all discernible to me. 
For, indeed, the entire world has observed during the past several 
weeks with genuine terror the horrifying spectacle of Soviet savagery 
that finds a parallel only in the darkest ages of world history. And let 
me add this: 

It is not observation of sympathy that is needed in Hungary, but 
rather concrete action on the part of the Western World. It is not 
appeasement of the Kremlin or sympathy for its victims that will stop 
the Communist world revolution, but rather renewed determination 
and forthright action on the part of all those who cherish freedom. 

However, as you know, on November 4 the plan for an observation 
team to go to Hungary was brought before the United Nations, but 
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the puppet regime of Janos Kadar promptly indicated its opposition 
to such a move. 

I would strongly recommend, even today, that an observation team 
be sent to Hungary, but only if it were accompanied by a police force 
of the United Nations. If the United Nations is to remain strong 
and tenacious, let it fulfill its duty and avoid further procrastination. 

Now, drawing to a conclusion, let me reiterate a warning that has 
been sounded by numerous others, I am sure, to you: 

The world Communist movement is dynamic and will never rest 
until it is either defeated or achieves its long-range goal of world 
domination. Communism has thus far enslaved a vast segment of the 
Eastern Hemisphere, but the Kremlin will never admit complete 
victory until it dominates the entire world. Soviet policy will con- 
tinue to be much like a stream of water. It may turn in one direction 
and then veer into what appears to be an opposite course, but the 
water knows but one ultimate destination. 

My countrymen of Hungary have attracted the attention of all the 
world and the admiration of most nations, and I am proud that I 
was once their leader. But we of Hungary must look into the past 
and not the future to find that radiance and glory that wise men say 
exists in the darkness. 

For empires are built only to crumble to dust, tyrants rise only to 
fall, and it is only truth that can grow and flourish and survive the 
ups and downs of human history. That truth, from both a political 
and social standpoint, is liberty, a new birth of which occurred on 
this very soil of America. The American Revolution, now nearly 
200 years old, continues today. Its progeny was freedom, which has 
attracted millions of individuals from foreign lands to your shores. 

During my exile in America, your people have accorded me and my 
family a hospitality that we shall always remember and appreciate. 
May your good land remain forever free, and may I one day in the 
not-too-distant future return to a Hungary that is once again free. 

Mr. Arens. First, may I ask you the organization with which you 
are presently identified ? 

Mr. Nagy. The Hungarian National Council. 

Mr. Arens. What is your relationship to that council ? 

Mr. Naey. Iam a member of the executive committee. 

Mr. Arens. Now I would like to ask you, Does this Hungarian Na- 
tional Council have sources of information behind the Iron Curtain 
in Hungary ? 

Mr. Nacy. That was always our thought, to get as much informa- 
tion as we could, naturally, to be able to follow the desires and feel- 
ings of the people at home. 

Mr. Arens. Did you attend the conference in Paris recently of 
the Peasant Party ? 

Mr. Nacy. Yes; the International Peasant Union, which is an inter- 
national organization of the peasant parties of the central European 
countries, held its conference in Paris this year, and being one of 
the vice presidents of the International Peasant Union, I had to be 
there, naturally. 

Mr. Arens. Did you, after the sessions, have occasion to travel to 
other places in Europe to confer with people with respect to what is 
going on there? 
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Mr. Nacy. Yes; after Paris I went to Vienna, but I couldn’t stay 
there because my trip was disclosed by one of the newspapers and a 
lot of newspapermen and reporters were awaiting me. ‘The leaders 
of the Austrian Government, Mr. Raab and Mr. Fig] sent a personal 
representative to the airport asking me not to stay in Austria in these 
critical days. 

Mr. Arens. May I ask you, Do you know the people who are in the 
regime in Hungary now! Do you know Janos Kadar and the others! 

r. Nagy. Theor several of them. I know Mr. Kadar, because 


Kadar, he wasn’t a member of my government but he used to partici- 
pert at the interparty conferences, and from these conferences I know 


Mr. Arens. What is his background? Could you give us a word 
about that ? 

Mr. Nagy. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. What party does he represent now in Hungary ? 

Mr. Nacy. The Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Is the Government in Hungary now entirely a Com- 
munist government ? 

Mr. Naey. Until this moment it is entirely a Communist govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Arens. What is the situation economically in Hungary at the 
present time ? 

Mr. Nacy. The situation economically is very bad, which was only 
worsened by the revolution, naturally. If you are studying the world 
economy, you can find that no Communist country of the world could 
solve its economic problems, not even those Communist countries 
which have received considerable support from abroad. 

Let us see, for example, the situation in Germany and in the Soviet 
Union. Germany was defeated and completely destroyed during the 
war, burdened by many kinds of reparations, and the living standard 
of the people in Germany is now much higher than even before the 
war. In the meantime, there is the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union 
has won the war, possessing all the necessary resources to make the 
people rich and happy. Who can compare the living standard of the 
Soviet people to the living standard of the German people after 10 
years following the war? 

Or, let us take a look at Japan and China. Japan was again com- 
pletely destroyed and defeated in the war. Who can compare the 
living standards of Japan to the living standard of the Chinese 
people under communism ? 

o it means that the Communist regimes are simply unable to solve 
the economic problems of the country because they are excluding the 
most important elements of economic progress from their policy, the 
free saree the good will for work and the industry of the 
people. 

Naturally, I am speaking generally. So it means that in 10 years 
the economic situation in Hungary was extremely bad. 

Mr. Arens. What would be the effect on the people in Hungary if 
the Western Powers refused to ont diplomatic recognition to the 

resent regime in Hungary, on the theory that the regime is not a 
na fide government but is imposed against the will of the people? 

Mr. Nagy. It is not a theory, Mr. Arens; it is the truth. It is not 
the government of the people. 
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Mr. Arens. What would be the effect on those people? 

Mr. Nacy. There is not a single Hungarian worker or peasant who 
will admit that this government is the government of the country. 

I believe, as I have recommended to the State Department, that to 
refuse the recognition of the Kadar government would be at least 
a partial satisfaction to the Hungarian people. 

Mr. Arens. For the purpose of the record, may I ask you, Mr. 
Nagy, what is the present diplomatic status of the Kadar govern- 
ment? 

Mr. Nacy. Formally, the Kadar government isn’t recognized by any 
western power, but the fact is that the western governments, at least 
through the United Nations, are negotiating with the Kadar gov- 
ernment, and it is a kind of recognition. 

Mr. Arens. Now, I have asked you what would be the effect on the 
Hungarian people if the Western Powers refused to recognize the 
Kadar government. What would be the effect on the Hungarian peo- 
ple if the Western Powers should recognize the Kadar government? 

Mr. Nacy. We have to know that the Hungarian people are very 
much embittered because they feel that they were abandoned in their 
fight. I think they would be much more embittered even to see that 
the Western World is recognizing a government which never will be 
recognized by the Hungarian people. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Nagy, are there any conditions that you can see 
pursuant to which the Western Powers could recognize the Kadar 
government without sacrificing principle and without sacrificing the 
struggle which the Hungarian people recently endured ¢ 

Mr. Nacy. No. I fear that any kind of recognition would be an 
appeasement toward communism and toward the Soviet Union, be- 
cause the Kadar government is the representation of the Soviet com- 
munism in Hungary, and a recognition would mean that the Western 
World admitted the right of the Soviet Union to be represented by its 
puppets in Hungary. 

Mr. Arens. May I ask you, as a former Prime Minister of Hungary 
and one who is thoroughly conversant with diplomatic affairs, Mr. 
Nagy, would the western governments just withdraw the old recogni- 
tion of the Hungarian Government, or just refuse to recognize the 
new regime as a matter of mechanics? 

Mr. Naey. Sooner or later the Western Powers have to decide that 
they will openly recognize the Government, and they continue the 
diplomatic regulations with Hungary or they have decided openly 
not to recognize the Kadar government, and withdraw the representa- 
tive, diplomatic representatives, from Hungary, because I am sure 
that the Soviet Union will suggest to Mr. Kadar to put up this ques- 
tion of recognition or nonrecognition. 

Mr. Arens. But as of the present moment, there is no official recog- 
nition by the Western Powers of the Kadar government; is that cor- 
rect, except the negotiations in the United Nations to which you have 
referred ¢ 

Mr. Naey. In normal cases, when the government of a country is 
changed by any normal reason, a new recognition from the foreign 
countries is not necessary. But after this revolution in which the 
Hungarian people revealed their will and unanimously accepted the 
coalition government of Imre Nagy, a drastic change by Soviet forces 
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certainly must bring up the question of a new recognition or 
nonrecognition. ey 

Mr. Wei. Would it be a question as of the moment of as 
our recognition because our legations and diplomatic envoys are stil 
in Hungary ¢ eared ys 

In other words, if the status quo remains, we recognize it; if we 
break off diplomatic relations, then it is a withdrawal of recognition ! 

Mr. Naey. That is what I recommend. 

Mr. Arens. You recommend a severance of diplomatic relations! 

Mr. Nagy. Yes. 5 

Mr. Arens. Now may I ask you another question. 

Would not the same arguments which you have presented here 
today for severance of ones relations by the West with Hun- 
gary likewise prevail with reference to the other satellites of the 
Soviet Union, such as Poland, Czechoslovakia, Rumania, Red China? 

Mr. Nagy. In those countries there was no revolution, and peoples 
of those countries never got the opportunity to reveal their feeling 
toward the existing government. The Western World recognized the 
other satellite governments for almost 10 years. 

Mr. Arens. Except Red China. 

Mr. Nacy. Except Red China. But there is a new situation in 
Hungary which is quite different from the other countries. There 
was a revolution which made it clear that they never will accept, I 
mean the Hungarian people, never will accept a government which is 
imposed upon them by the Soviet Union. ‘The postrevolution strike, 
and refusal of recognition of the government, clearly indicates that 
the Kadar government will not be recognized by the people of Hun- 
gary under any circumstances. 

Mr. Arens. One final question, Mr. Nagy. 

By what route can the people of the United States and of the West 
send relief to the people of Hungary with some reasonable degree of 
assurance in the minds of the American people that that relief will 
actually go to the people who are needy in Hungary and not be chan- 
neled into the hands of the Communist regime 

Mr. Naey. I think the best way is the International Red Cross. 

Mr. Arens. Is not the International Red Cross within Hungary 
subservient to the Communist regime? 

Mr. Nacy. As far as I know, the Geneva center of the International 
Red Cross has some opportunities to control the work of the Hunga- 
rian section of the International Red Cross. It seems to me that is 
the best way for the time being. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Nagy, the Soviet releases at the present time are 
to the effect that it was necessary for the Red army to go into Hun- 
gary to put down a rebellion which was stimulated by Western provo- 
cation, Western agents. On the basis of your sources of information, 
are you able to confirm or deny that ? 

r. Nagy. I naturally deny that because there is no basis at all for 
this kind of charge. Not only the Western Powers weren’t informed 
about the outbreaking of the Hungarian revolution, but not even we in 
exile, who have received almost all the information about the move- 
ments and feeling of the people. It wasspontaneous and it was started 
as a peaceful demonstration. It was provoked by Mr. Gero when 
he arrived from Belgrade, delivered a very provoking speech against 
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the Hungarian people, against the demonostration. Then the secret 
»olice started to shoot the people. This was the way, how the peace- 
ful demonstration became a revolution. 

Not only these general charges of the Soviet Union are untrue, but 
it is not true again that the Hungarian people were encouraged or pro- 
voked by certain propaganda groups in the United States, like a 
Europe Committee, like Radio Free Europe, like Voice of America, 
or balloon action, because I have to declare here that during the last 
years we, the democratic exiles in America and all over the world, 
agreed with the work of the free Europe, we agreed with the propa- 
ganda of the Free Europe Committee, and the exiled groups. They 
are not responsible for the outbreak of the Hungarian revolution. 

Mr. Arens. To what extent are the Hungarian or Iron Curtain 
diplomatic establishments in the United States centers for espionage, 
calnaiinn, and political subversion ? 

Mr. Naey. You mean the Hungarian diplomats in foreign. coun- 
tries ? 

Mr. Baarszac. Specifically here in Washington. 

Mr. Nagy. The Communist diplomats are spies all over the world. 
Their duty is not to deepen the relation with the country in which 
they are representing their countries, but to get information, engage 
in subversive activities. We can very easily prove that, especially 
here in the United States, the Hungarian Legation did everything for 
the so-called “redefection program” to bring back the exiles and to 
make them believe that Hungary, under the Communist government, 
is really a paardise. It is an open secret that several members of the 
Hungarian Legation had the task to try to weaken the resistance 
of the exiled people and try to bring them home by the so-called re- 
defection program. 

Mr. Arens. To what extent do the personnel of the Hungarian dip- 
lomatic establishments in this country make contact with the Hun- 
garian-American groups in the United States in order to attempt to 
infinence them for the purposes of the international Communist con- 
spiracy ? 

ate Weak. I don’t believe they had any hope that they can influence 
the American-Hungarians, and I don’t believe they even tried. 

What they did was that they were approaching the exiled people, 
first of all those who are still not American citizens. 

Mr. Wet. Do you have any knowledge of any present members of 
the Hungarian diplomatic staff here in Washington functioning dur- 
ing this particular crisis, or immediately preceding this crisis, as 
Soviet agents ? 

Mr. Naey. I do not know, because during the revolution they did 
not know where they were standing. They didn’t know whether they 
are still representing a Soviet puppet government or they are repre- 
senting the revolutionary government. They were very much em- 
barrassed by the revolution and I think they need a few weeks in 
which to find their way what to do. 

Mr. Wem. But there are members of the diplomatic staff who are 
here as secret agents, is that true? 

Mr. Naey. I think all of them. 

Mr. Arens. Now, what of the future, Mr. Nagy? 
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Mr. Naey. Until now, I think only the free world has profited from 
the revolution. If we see the reaction of the whole sabi opinion of 
of the free world, we can see that the Hungarian revolution made 
a Communist subversive activity almost impossible for the time 
being. All the Communist parties in the free world are weakening. 
Outstanding people in Great Britain, France, other countries, are 
leaving the Communist Party. The youth, the leftist youth, the 
snobbish youth, I can say, which is thinking that communism is the 
highest ideology that mankind ever had and to be pro-Communist is 
a modern and fashionable attitude, now are convinced that there is no 
progress in communism. They are convinced that communism is not 
a revolutionary progressive ideology any more. Communism is the 
darkest reaction that mankind ever had. 

I traveled through Asia 3 times in the last 3 years. I have met 
everywhere young people in Asia, in India, Burma, even in Japan, 
Pakistan, Philippine Islands, everywhere in Asia, who thought that 
only communism is the answer to their thousand-year-old or more 
problems. Now I am sure they are convinced that communism is not 
an answer to their problems. 

Jf we are taking Mr, Tito, who openly acknowledged that the 
Hungarian revolution was a great blow to communism, and if we are 
taking a look at the fact that there is a new break between Moscow and 
Belgrade, we can say that the free world certainly has profited very 
greatly from the Hungarian revolution. 

As to the Hungarians themselves, I am sure the sacrifices of the 
Hungarian people weren’t in vain. The Soviet Union has only two 
ways in the future, either to accept the right of self-determination 
of the enslaved people and bring communism back behind the 
borders of the Soviet Union, or they have to take a more aggressive 
attitude and it means the endangering of world peace. And, because 
I am deeply convinced that the Soviet Union at this moment is not 
in a position to wage a war, because a dictatorship based on an ideology 
and propaganda cannot start a war because it meets with the hatred 
of the whole world. 

Secondly, the Soviet Union is not in a position to wage a war 
because the leaders of the Soviet Union have learned clearly from 
the Hungarian case that in the case of a war, all the central European 
enslaved nations would kb» actively against the Soviet Union. 

Therefore, I think after a time ent will be only one way to Soviet 
communism in the Soviet Union, and that is to loosen the ties on the 
enslaved nations in Europe, and then the Hungarian people will enjoy 
the results of this great revolution. 

Mr. Wem. There is one point I had on that, Mr. Nagy. 

At the moment, time is against the Soviet Union in this way: If the 
present events in the satellite countries continue, if there are revolts, 
disassociations of the satellites from the Soviet, the rulers must realize 
eventually that the thing will collapse. The longer time goes on, the 
weaker their position becomes. 

Is it possible that they will feel that it is a question of now or never; 
that this is the last opportunity to impose communism on the rest of 
the world, and that, consequently, there is more danger of Russia’s 
launching war now than in any other period since World War II? 

Mr. Naey. In this situation, I think the Soviet Union will provoke 
a war if there is no other way to survive. You never know what a 
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dictatorship, in their desperation, will do finally. But I think the 
leaders of the Soviet Union still are sober enough to know that they 
are not able to win a war, and better to save their regime, their 
ideology, inside the Soviet Union than to endanger the whole com- 
munism by a war. 

Mr. Arens. How could the West best take advantage of this situa- 
tion that prevails at the present time in order to serve the cause of 
freedom ? 

Mr. Naay. I think the Hungarian revolution is offering a wor great 
propaganda possibility for the Western World to show to the rest 
of the world what is communism really. 

I think we can enlighten the colonies, for example. They have 
nothing to expect from the Soviet Union as a liberator from colon- 
ialism. 

Secondly, I think the Western World must use all the means to 
force the Soviet Union for a peaceful and satisfactory solution, and 
there are several means. 

First of all, the economic relations of the Soviet Union with the 
rest of the world. I think the Federation of Free Trade Unions are 
on the good way when they decided last week in Hamburg to organize 
a boycott against all the Soviet goods. 

The other thing, we have to keep the spirit of the Hungarian revolu- 
tion always alive in the public opinion of the whole world. 

Mr. BaarstaG. Nikolai Khokhlov, the defected Soviet agent, who 
has been a very effective witness before this committee, on a TV pro- 
gram last Sunday made the statement that the only volunteers, the 
only assistance that the freedom fighters of Hungary got, did not 
come from the West but came from Russia. 

How extensive, to your knowledge, or what information do you 
have, on the original defection in the early days of the uprising of 
ae soup; including some high-ranking officers and what happened 
to that? 

Why was that not pushed further if possible? 

Once the disintegration of a military force starts, as it evidently 
started with some of the Russian troops in Hungary, why wasn’t that 
pushed, or did the Soviet bring in Mongols and Asiatic troops so as 
to stop the movement? 

Mr. Naay. Nobody can answer the extent of the defection of the 
Soviet soldiers to the revolutionary forces, but they were at least sev- 
eral hundred, because one of our political leaders of the revolution, 
Dr. Pasztor made a statement in Paris last week when he strength- 
ened the information, saying, that several hundred of the Russian 
soldiers came into the side of the revolutionary forces and nobody 
knows how many just deserted without joining the revolutionary 
forces. 

But there are evidences that many of them have offered their arms, 
even to the revolutionaries, including tanks. 

Mr. Baarstaa. I wanted to get one thing in on this deportation, if 
I could. 

Did not Stalin at one time historically say that if there was dif- 
ficulty in Hungary, there was no problem that could not be solved by 
boxcars? In other words, if they had enough boxcars, they could 
deport the Hungarians. 

Do you remember that incident? 
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Mr. Nacy. I don’t know whether Mr. Stalin made the statement 
as clearly as you say here, sir, but during my negotiations with Mr. 
Stalin in 1946, when I protested the intention of the Czechoslo- 
vak Government to evacuate the Hungarians from Czechoslovakia, 
Mr. Stalin asked me, “Why do you protest against the best gain 
if you are getting people? That is our greatest effort, to get free 
pr from all over the world. We need the people, we like the 

eople. 

. I answered, “If we should have such a vast territory as the 
Soviet Government has, we would be happy to have the Hungarians 
from Czechoslovakia, but we are already overpopulated and we can’t 
accept the Hungarians from Czechoslovakia without their lands and 
churches. 

Mr. Baarstac. Present mass deportations are in effect a control 
measure that Stalin himself would have approved and continued if 
he were alive. In other words, the present leaders of Russia are doing 
exactly what Stalin would have done, even though they have de- 
Stalinized ? 

Mr. Naey. Exactly. 

Mr. Arens. We thank you very much for your contribution today, 
Mr. Nagy. We appreciate the fact that you have had to take time 
from a very busy f e to confer with us today. You have the appre- 


ciation of the entire committee. 

Mr. Naey. Thank you very much. 

(Whereupon, at 11:40 a. m., Tuesday, November 20, 1956, staff con- 
sultations by the staff of the committee were concluded.) 
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